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My name is Geoffrey Ford and I was born in the Te Puke 
Maternity Hospital in December 1946 and then went to live in 
the old Ford homestead situated on the ‘Te Tumu’ farm, Ford 
Road, Maketu. This farm was originally purchased by my 
grandparents, George Pinckney and Annie Mabel Ford in 1914 
and then on sold to my father, Edward John (Jack) Ford, in 
approximately 1929.  In 1954, my father sold the farm  to 
Oliver and Violet Brain.   

I have taken this opportunity to contribute to the 
“Background documents for the Kaituna River and Maketu 
Estuary Strategy” as there appears to be very few long term 
owners still in the area who are able to comment. Some of the 
landowners who lived in the Maketu/Te Tumu area are the 
Pittar, Hintz and Vercoe families.  They too will have many 
historical recollections of the area and also have witnessed 
many floods along with the Brain family, who still live and 
farm at Ford Road, Maketu. 
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A brief history of the Ford Family’s 
involvement in the Maketu/Te 
Tumu/Lower Kaituna area as 
landowners and farmers from 1907. 

George and Annie (Mabel) Ford with 
their two sons, Frederick and Edward 
(Jack), at 18 months old, sailed from 
England on board the Ruapehu in 
1906.   They spent a short time in the 
Hastings area before coming to Maketu 
in 1907.  On arrival in Maketu, they 
made their first home in a tent – 
cooked on a camp oven - and looked to 
begin a new life at Maketu. 

The first farm they bought was 309 
Kelly Road (corner of Kelly and 
Maketu Roads), Maketu in 1907.  This property was later 
purchased by the Singleton family, who lived there for many 
years, and I understand it is now owned by the Riddell family. 

From here, George and Mabel’s sons, Jack and Fred, started 
school at Maketu.  My father, Jack Ford, referred to his schooling 
at ‘Maketu College’ as being the most informative. Here he 
learned ‘commerce’ where he would sell ‘half of his lunch’ for a 
penny.   

My father also went to school at Paengaroa and he was later sent 
to Auckland Grammar for his secondary schooling.  To get to 
Auckland, he would first take the scow from Ford’s Landing 
(Otaiparea) to Tauranga and then board the coastal steamer to 
Auckland. 

As a young boy, my father would whitebait on the Kaituna River  

 

1908 – MABEL, FRED AND JACK FORD AT 309 KELLY ROAD, MAKETU     
(FORD COLLECTION) 

at Ford’s Landing (Otaiparea).  It was one of the most profitable 
things to do in August.  He would catch a 4 gallon tin of whitebait  
and sell it to the Captain of the scow for £5 on its return trip to 
Tauranga.  It had to be in first class condition and caught on the 
incoming tide. 

My father spent his life in Maketu, Te Tumu and Te Puke.  After 
completing his schooling he first worked on the farms for his 
father, George, and then at the age of 21, joined Flaxland 
Developments Ltd which was a Public Company running the last 
Flax Mill in the Lower Kaituna River area.  
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On the 9th May 1914, my grandfather, George Ford, purchased 
the ‘Te Tumu’ farms on Ford Road, Maketu.  These farms are on 
either side of Ford Road.  One is now owned by the Brain family 
which is where the Ford homestead was.  The homestead was 
later destroyed by fire and the Brain family had to build 
themselves a new home.  The other farm is now owned by the 
Titchmarsh family and the original home on this property was 
also destroyed by fire when it was occupied by my father’s share 
milker, Tiata Witehira and his family. 

The farms required a lot of improving.  Draining was one of the 
big issues as was stump removal and the planting of pastures.  
There were a lot of native grasses such as ‘tall fescue’, bull rushes 
and it was back breaking work to bring this land into production. 

My father, Jack, (age 24) took over the running of the farms with 
his mother, upon the death of his father (George is buried in the 
Maketu Cemetery), in July 1928.  This involved farming 
approximately 1500 acres on both sides of the Kaituna River. In 
1929, my father purchased the farms from his mother, Annie 
Mabel, as she wanted to move to Auckland.  My father had a very 
successful business career in the flax industry and therefore had 
the funds to purchase the properties.  

The farm, now owned by the Titchmarsh  family, was a dairy 
farm milking 120 cows (a big herd in its day).  It was farmed in 
partnership with a sharemilker, Tiata Witehira, for over 17 years.  
At that time it was unusual to have a Maori Share Milker and it 
proved to be a very successful partnership for both parties. 

My father did a lot of stock trading around the country and 
during the Depression, he leased ‘The Pinnacles’ (the hills 
between Paengaroa and Rotorua approximately 2000 acres).  To 
minimise the risk of ‘bush sickness’ he would move his stock to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1954 – THE FORD ‘TE TUMU’ FARM, FORD ROAD, MAKETU.  
SOLD TO OLIVER AND VIOLET BRAIN    

 (GIFTED BY MRS BRAIN TO THE FORD COLLECTION) 

the low lying land at Te Tumu. The cattle would only graze ‘The 
Pinnacles’ for a short time otherwise they would die. 

The Lower Kaituna areas have always been productive farming 
lands but were subject to severe flooding. Up until the 
introduction of super phosphate in the 1930s the upper areas 
(hills) of the Bay of Plenty were uneconomic to farm because of 
‘bush sickness’ (due to lack of cobalt in the soil) and the swamp 
land (in the Lower Kaituna area) was much more fertile.  

During the 1930s, Jack Ford also built a floating bridge across 
the Kaituna River – which connected his farms on the Te Tumu 
side to The Sandhills.  This allowed him to move sheep and dairy 
cows to the higher ground which was not subject to flooding.  
This bridge floated on 44 gallon drums with timber railings on 
each side and was floated on the high tide. He used a ‘pet’ sheep 
as ‘the leader’ and of course, all the sheep would follow.  Peter 
Pittar remembers as a boy helping to drive the sheep over it.    
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The ‘Te Tumu’ Farms  
SOUTHERN SIDE OF THE RIVER – FORD ROAD, MAKETU 



The dairy herd were trained to swim across the river to the higher 
ground on The Sandhills.  There was a lead cow that would go 

first and the rest of the herd would follow. The horses also swam 
across the river. 
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1930s – PET SHEEP, ANNIE MABEL FORD (2ND ON THE RIGHT)    
(FORD COLLECTION) 

1930s – FLOATING BRIDGE ACROSS THE KAITUNA RIVER   
(FORD COLLECTION) 

1930s – FLOATING BRIDGE ACROSS THE KAITUNA RIVER WITH  
SHEEP GOING TO THE SANDHILLS    (FORD COLLECTION) 



‘The Sandhills’ located on the northern side of the Kaituna River 
was established on 21st December, 1911 with the leasing by my 
grandfather, George P Ford, of 217  acres of second class land on 
a perpetual lease from the District Lands Office. The notice read: 
 

LAND FOR SELECTION ON RENEWABLE LEASE. 

Second Class land.  Altitude, 5ft to 20ft above sea-level. 
Flat to slightly undulating land, covered with fern and 
manuka, except 50 acres in grass. Sandy soil of fair 
quality, on sandstone formation; indifferently watered 
by swamps. Situated about 8 miles from Papmoa Post-
office _ two miles formed dray road along beach. 
 

This land was farmed and owned firstly by my grandfather, 
George P Ford, and later by my father, Jack Ford. It is still owned 
by the Ford family. The adjoining lands were farmed and 
purchased over the years by the Ford family. My father ploughed 
the land as a young man with a horse and plough. He would also 
drive the stock from the Mount, along the beach at low tide, 
stopping overnight at Jimmy Dickson’s home at Papamoa and 
continuing on the next day to The Sandhills farm. 

During my father’s time, The Sandhills always carried sheep and 
cows _ 1000 ewes and 200 Breeding Black Poll Angus cows _ 
and in the winter the dairy herd went to The Sandhills ‘for their 
annual holiday at the beach’. 

Over the years, the productivity of The Sandhills was increased 
by breaking in the land that was covered in lupens, fern and 
manuka and fenced into large paddocks. My father ceased his 
farming activities in 1990 due to ill health.  He was 86 years of 
age. He sold his Poll Angus herd along with a few sheep and 
goats and we entered into a lease with David and Nicky Hurst.  

David has made substantial improvements to the fertility of the 
land. We have planted a number of pine stands which have 
helped to protect the pastures and the beach from erosion.   

With the improved farming methods of ploughing, fertilizing and 
increasing stock numbers the productivity of the land over the 
last 100 years has improved, however, it will never be highly 
productive farming land in comparison to the southern side of 
the river.  
   

TRANSPORTATION 

The Kaituna River has always been a focal point of 
transportation and food from the time of European settlement in 
the Lower Kaituna area. Te Puke was serviced by the Kaituna 
River from the late 1800s to early 1900s as there were no proper 
roads.  The early pioneers in the area were serviced by scows 
coming from Tauranga.   
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The Sandhills  
NORTHERN SIDE OF THE KAITUNA RIVER – PAPAMOA EAST 

1916 –  “THE TRYST” GEORGE FORD’S LAUNCH ON  
THE KAITUNA RIVER  (FORD COLLECTION) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The main areas for loading and unloading cargo were at 
Canaan’s Landing and Ford’s Landing (Otaiparea). The 
predominant landing was Canaan’s as it was closer to Te 
Puke. The scows entered the river at high tide and it 
required skill to navigate the bar.  The mouth of the river 
varied in location regularly and my grandfather, George 
Ford and Mr Rolleston (as they both lived at Maketu), 
used to mark the entrance to the bar at night with 
lanterns.  (REF: MAP 1) 

  

FLAX INDUSTRY 

The land surrounding the Lower Kaituna was originally 
covered in flax and flax milling became the first industry 
in the area.  I think the first mills were introduced by 
James Dudson and Jim Collins. This would have been in 
the late 1800s. 

In the mid 1920s my father, Jack Ford, joined Flaxland 
Developments which ran the last flax mill on the Kaituna 
River. Two sheds (these have been modified to a shearing 
shed and a tractor shed) still remain on the property _ this 
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MAP 1:  REF:  BAY OF PLENTY JOURNAL OF HISTORY VOL. 39 NO.1 MAY 1991. P10  
NOTE:  WE UNDERSTAND THE SPELLING OF ‘OTAIPAREA’ TO BE CORRECT, 

HOWEVER, THE MAP INDICATES THIS AS OTAIPARIA. 

1930s – FORD PONTOON ON THE KAITUNA RIVER SHIFTING 
POSTS FROM TE TUMU TO THE SANDHILLS  

 (FORD COLLECTION).   



land is now owned by Catalyst Highrise Ltd (Greg Clarke) _ 

which is on the western boundary of The Sandhills. Previously on 
this property there had been: 

v Manager’s House 

v Foreman’s house 

v Further storage sheds 

v Drying racks for flax 

v Landing facilities for the Barge. 

In the early 1950s Dick Milburn, (son of Ivan Milburn, one of the 
Directors and promoters of Flaxland Developments) and his 
wife, Eva Gulliver (of Gulliver Road), lived in the old Manager’s 
cottage for a few years and raised their four children before 
moving to Auckland. 

My father’s (Jack Ford) skill in being able to manage staff, and 
his business acumen, soon saw him promoted to the position of 
General Manager. He was responsible for the Mill and all of the 

facilities on the Lower Kaituna, as well as the flax at Rangitāiki 
Plains. This was a huge responsibility for a young man of his age. 
He was highly regarded by the two Milburn brothers, who were 
Directors of Flaxland Development Ltd, and their confidence in 
his ability proved to be well founded. 

There were vast quantities of flax along the Lower Kaituna.  It 
was cut into bundles, tied and loaded onto rail trolleys and then 
taken to the rivers edge where it was loaded onto a barge.  It was 
then towed by launch to the mill where it was stripped and dried.  
The industry created a lot of local jobs; from planting the flax, to 
cutting and processing it.   

I believe there was about 3000 acres of land involved with 
Flaxland Developments. They also planted faster growing flax 
which was designed to produce a crop of flax within nine months 
rather than three years.   

On The Sandhills, at the entrance to the Te Tumu Cut, there was 
a Manager’s house and a flax mill. This Mill was previously 
owned and operated by Berquist. 

The Manager’s house was located at the top of the ridge and had 
superb views over the estuary and to Maketu Town Point. The 
remains of the house (which I used to play in) went at the time 
of the construction of the Te Tumu Cut in 1956. 

These flax mill operations closed down after the Depression.  
When the Paroa flax mill (see Map 2, pg 11) closed on what is 
now Greg Clarke’s land, my father took over the grazing and 
management of this land, together with the remainder of the 
Flaxland Development land,  his land on The Sandhills and the 
Te Tumu farms, which combined approximately 1500 acres, 
providing a total area of 2,000 acres.   
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1930s – FLAX STRIPPING MACHINE INVENTED BY  
R H (DICKIE) MILBURN     (FORD COLLECTION) 



My father grazed the Flaxland Developments land (550acres) 
with sheep and cattle. This land was later sold to Harry Dale, 
who in turn sold it on to Ted Hickson – and it is now owned by 
Tauranga City Council and Western Bay Council with an option 
to sell to the Carrus Corporation and Hickson Family joint 
venture, Totara Farm Park Limited, in 2016. 

 

THE MILL BUILDINGS 

The Hickson Family sold approximately 50 acres to Catalyst 
Highrise Ltd (Greg Clarke).  At the time of the sale there were 
two original Mill Buildings remaining; one of which was used as 
a shearing shed in the days when sheep and cattle grazed the 
area, the other shed was modified to store tractors and farming 
equipment. My father and Hickson’s always sheared their sheep 
in the shearing shed.  The old shearing machinery came from the 
Te Tumu Farm (and was still there when Hickson’s sold the land 
to Greg Clarke). It was originally set up to be run by a single 
cylinder engine before the introduction of electric power.   

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 1940 – JACK FORD DUCK SHOOTING ON  
THE RANGITĀIKI PLAINS   (FORD COLLECTION) 

BREAKING IN THE LAND 

The banks of the Kaituna River were covered in flax and willows  
– it was wet underfoot and dense to walk through.  

As a child, I remember it was a constant job clearing the drains, 
blasting stumps to clear the paddocks, checking the pumps to 
ensure they were working properly – almost 24 hours at times. 
Often sheep would fall into a drain and they were very difficult 
to get out if they had a full fleece of wool. 

 

APPROX. 1915 THE SANDHILLS – FRED AND JACK FORD IN THE BOAT, 
GEORGE FORD  ENTICING A HORSE TO SWIM THE KAITUNA RIVER AT 

HIGH TIDE  (FORD COLLECTION) 
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KAITUNA RIVER CHANGES – 1922-1982 

During the 1920s, flooding was a great problem for the early 
settlers and Maketu Township.  It was of great importance to the 
local economy to drain the farming land as quickly as possible, 
otherwise within 3 days the grass would die leaving nothing with 
which to feed the livestock. 

Two cuts were carried out in 1922 on Ford owned land. 

1. The Ford Twin Cuts -  This was constructed through the   

 

 

‘Te Tumu’ farm and at that time we owned the river bed.  This 
land has since been sold to the Brain family who I believe still 
own the river bed. 

2. The second cut was on The Sandhills, and involved the ‘ox 
bow’ being cut off opposite what is now the Lower Kaituna 
Wetlands.  This was still in Ford ownership, and on our Title, 
until approximately 1980 when the river bed was transferred 
to the Crown. At this time, we also sold some of our land to 
the Crown and it was added to the Wildlife Reserve.   
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C1927/28  –  THE KAITUNA RIVER BOARD   (FORD COLLECTION);  - BACK L TO R:  ROBERT KING, GEORGE FORD, HORACE EARP, EDMUND L BROAD, ?, 
ARCHIE SNODGRASS, JIM COLLINS.  FRONT LTO R:  MIL CRUICKSHANK, JOCK ANDERSON, MATT GRIFFIN, STEWART MITCHELL, WILLIAM 

BERQUIST. INDIVIDUALS REFERENCED IN THIS PHOTO FROM THE TE PUKE HISTORY PROJECT 2007 PG 219



As a boy, I spent many hours duck shooting on the Lower 
Kaituna River from the Bell Road  ramp down to the Te Tumu 
Cut.  

3. Plan of proposed further works proposed by the Kaituna 
River Board dated 30th October 1926.   (REF:  MAP 2   NOTE THE 

LOCATION OF THE TWO FLAX MILLS) 

 

These cuts illustrated the need to improve the flow of the river to 
the sea and also to keep the flood waters from prime farming 
land. 

 

 

 

 
MAP 2:  1926 –  PROPOSED KAITUNA RIVER DIVERSIONS  

(FORD COLLECTION) 
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PAROA FLAXMILL

BROAD’S FLAXMILL

1922 -  OX BOW REMOVED



At different times over the years, stopbanks were added along 
the river to prevent flooding of farmland.  In addition, changes to 
the river also improved the land of the Lower Kaituna area which 
is, of course, some of the most productive farming land in the 
country.  

During this period my father, Jack Ford, owned what are now 
the Brain family and Titchmarsh family farms (The Te Tumu 
Farms, Ford Ford, Maketu). Continual drain maintenance and 
pumping (24 hours) with a large privately owned pumping 
station was the only way to keep these dairy farms running viably 
through the winter conditions. Floods caused greater hardship. 

In 1957, the Te Tumu Cut was opened in its current location.  
Prior to that the mouth of the river would wander, and in times 
of flood the devastation was horrendous, with stock losses, lack 
of productivity, no communications and 
people stranded for days. 

Later, during the 1970s, the public 
pumping station was installed in the main 
drain adjacent to Ford’s Cut and privately 
owned pumping stations were dispensed 
with. 

The last major river work was completed 
in 1982. After years of lobbying and 
arranging the funding with the Central 
Government to carry out this work a 
further 12,000 hectares of farming land 
was brought in.  All of the farmers in the 
Lower Kaituna basin and part of Rotorua 
had to contribute to the funding of these 
river schemes through a higher rate base. 

A lot of this land, including the land around Bell Road and Pah 
Road, was previously only suitable to grow flax and willow trees 
as the conditions were so wet.  The economic benefits introduced 
to date through the drainage scheme benefit both the community 
and the country.  Therefore, further changes to the Kaituna River 
must be carefully considered and professionally modelled to 
ensure that they do not negatively impact the river or the 
surrounding farm land. 

The 1981-1982 river diversion involved a further cut through The 
Sandhills (Ford owned land) on the northern side of the Kaituna 
River.  This had a number of adverse affects to our farming as it 
created an island on the southern side of the river which 
continues to be eroded. The land is difficult to access other than 
along the stop bank. 
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MAP 3:  REF:  BAY OF PLENTY REGIONAL COUNCIL 
FORD DOCUMENTATION 2004 



THE EROSION OF FORD’S LAND  
-  THE SANDHILLS 

The effects of the 1981-82 diversion on our land was 
considerable.  With the increased flow of water through the Te 
Tumu Cut (River Mouth) the natural groyne had not been 
protected with any rock to stabilise the arm on the Ford side of 
the entry.  

As owners, we had to engage contractors at considerable expense 
to place a solid barrier to stop the erosion of our land and we also 
planted the escarpment in pine trees and native grasses to assist 
in this process. 

We engaged NIWA to report on the erosion and the outcomes of 
the report were: 

 

HYDRAULIC DESIGN OF THE SCHEME 

The Scheme set out “to provide protection from 100 year 
floods.…downstream of State Highway 2” (App. 8, 1).  The 
design process involved the trial of different channel 
geometries, with the goals of providing this flood protection 
while minimising earthmoving costs (App. 8, 2.4). 
 

CONCLUSIONS: 

The immediate causes of the erosion of Mr Ford’s property are 
attack by ocean waves penetrating the mouth and (probably) 
an eddy which forms during river floods. Both these 
phenomena have been exacerbated by the greatly increased 
flood flow peaks at the mouth which are a direct consequence of 
the Kaituna Scheme.  In my opinion, therefore, the Scheme is 
the root cause of the erosion problem.   

 

 

By comparison, changes in the river flow regime due to climatic 
changes have been negligible, and changes to the ocean wave 
environment are also likely to have been minor and if anything 
favourable. In my opinion these two climatic factors are 
extremely unlikely to be the cause of the erosion. 

The Scheme designers were aware of the high velocities they 
were creating near the mouth, and the likelihood of scour as a 
consequence. However, they did not specifically consider 
erosion of the left bank and did not consider it necessary to 
protect the bank. 

Further erosion may occur. This erosion will not continue 
indefinitely, but significant erosion is likely in the event of a 100 
year flood.  As a rough estimate, a maximum river width of 
250m should be allowed for in the absence of protective works. 

Beyond 400m from the sea the excavated banks are eroding 
slowly.  Should the excavated material be completely removed, 
land near the river mouth will be at further risk of erosion.1 

Finally, in March 2004, the Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
signed a Deed with the Ford Family to monitor and maintain the 
rock work for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating erosion to 
our land.   
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1 NIWA Client Report: by Graham MackyCHC99/46 Project No.:  FLC90501 
July 1999 p4, 12,13



Edward John (Jack) Ford and Audrey McDonagh were married 
on 29th July 1944.  The first few years following their marriage 
they resided on the ‘Te Tumu’ farm, Ford Road, Maketu (now 
owned by the Brain family).  I also spent the first three years of 
my life there and then we moved to Rotorua for 2 years before 
returning to Te Puke. My parents purchased land at 11 Moehau 
Street, Te Puke and built their home. It is from this location that 
my father managed his farms and conducted his business. 

My father was also passionate about the Te Puke Club.  He was 
President and was made a life member.  He enjoyed golf and was 
a member of the Te Puke Golf Club. 

My mother was actively involved in the Te Puke Community.  
She was involved with the Anglican Guild and was President of 

the Lyceum Club. My mother along with her good friend, Jess 
Fenwick (Tommy Palmer’s daughter) arranged concerts to raise 
funds for the Patriotic Society. My mother was trained as an 
opera singer and enjoyed musicals as well. She became Vice-
President of The Te Puke Musical Club. 

My mother passed away on the 21st September, 1961 from breast 
cancer.  My father resided at 11 Moehau Street until 1990 when 
he was diagnosed with lung cancer (which was not surprising 
considering he had been a heavy smoker all his life) and moved 
to Sydney to be with us.  He died on 16th April, 1991. 

 

GEOFFREY PINCKNEY FORD 

My school years were at Te Puke Primary School and Middle 
School and after the death of my mother I 
spent the remainder of my school years at 
St Paul’s Collegiate in Hamilton.  After 
leaving School I worked at Dalgety’s Wool 
Store in Auckland and studied Wool 
Classing at Massey College.  I worked at a 
Wool Scourers in Napier and in Auckland. 
I left Te Puke in 1967 to go to the United 
Kingdom to study the Wool Industry with 
the intention of returning to New Zealand 
as a Wool Buyer.   

My overseas travels took me to 
Melbourne, Australia (in 1969) where I 
commenced employment as a Junior 
Wool Buyer.  This was not to be a long 
term career as at that stage the wool 
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Behind the Scenes
THE LIVES OF EDWARD, AUDREY AND GEOFFREY

 
          AUGUST 1961 – JACK AND AUDREY FORD  (FORD COLLECTION)  



industry was in decline.  So I moved to Sydney to embark on a 
Real Estate career. 

Although I am based in Sydney, I have always spent a 
considerable amount of time in the Te Tumu/Te Puke area.    

Dianne and I married in 1979 and our son, George, was born in 
1986.  In 1994, we sold my father’s home in Moehau Street and 
built a cottage on The Sandhills for our family.  We have and will 
continue to enjoy regular visits to The Sandhills with our son, 
George. We have continued the Ford tradition of whitebaiting 
and duck shooting along with our farming activities.  

The information provided in this document just scratches the 
surface of the Kaituna River – Maketu – Te Tumu – Sandhills 
history.  There are more historical recollections still to be told 
from the pioneer families within the area. 
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PAGES 1 TO 15 IN THIS DOCUMENT HAVE BEEN COMPILED BY  
GEOFFREY AND DIANNE FORD, (C) 2008.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 



Prior to European settlement the mouth of the Kaituna River is 
not believed to have had a stable position in the long term.  For 
much of the time the river entered the sea at the present outlet to 
Maketu Estuary at Maketu Point, but at times a breakout would 
occur through the sand dunes to the west, following which the 
mouth would gradually return to Maketu Point (KRTA 1986).  In 
historical times one such breakout occurred, with the mouth 
returning to Maketu Point over the next few years. 2 

1842 On 5 December 1842 Captain A D W Best, of the 80th 
Regiment, noticed evidence of the Kaituna having in 
former times emptied itself into the sea at Te Tumu.  He 
was told that Ngai te Rangi of Tauranga (then at war 
with Te Arawa of Maketu) in order “to deprive Maketu 
of water and eels with which this river abounds” had 
“endeavoured to re-open the ancient (Te Tumu) 
channel but without effect”. (9)3 

1870s Flax milling had begun in the 1870s and became a 
major industry in the area until the early 1940s.5 

1884 Draining of the swamps began and the area was found 
to be very suitable for crops, and maize and wheat 
were grown extensively. Later much of the farming 
land was found to be “bush sick” but was cured with 
the use of cobalt in the 1930s.  6 

1906 6 June – Bay of Plenty Times – The first meeting of 
the newly formed Tumu-Kaituna Drainage Board is 
held, and trustees elected are Robert King (chairman), 
C F Tuthill, H A Vercoe, James Dudson, and Benjamin 
G Pinker.  This board is formed to drain all the land to 
the east of the Kaituna River. i 

1907   It will be recalled that after the river broke out into the 

sea at Te Tumu during the flood of January 1907, the 
new outlet moved steadily east back toward Ongatoro, 
which was the ancient and natural outlet at Maketu. 7 

1907 15 February – The Kaituna River breaks through the 
sand spit at Te Tumu after a particularly heavy storm.  
The SS Katikati then pioneers the route through the 
new entrance, navigating the river directly to Canaan 
landing.  By October 1907 a twice weekly service is 
operating direct by this route. This marks the beginning 
of the decline of Maketu itself as port, and puts paid to 
the plans for a wharf to be built there.*   

*Between 1907 and 1929 the Kaituna breaks through the sand spit no 
less than eight times.  The present ‘cut’ was formed mechanically (and 
at great cost) in 1956/7.ii 

1908 21 August – Bay of Plenty Times – After protracted 
negotiations between the Tauranga County Council and 
the Government, a storage shed is finally built at 
Canaan Landing.  The Northern Steamship Company is 
happy, as without a shed to protect manure and other 
perishable cargoes, which have been landing in large 
quantities, the company has been forced to meet the 
large losses incurred.  The river trip is still not easy with 
the scows being dismasted on the willows, stranded on 
sand bars and regularly snagged. iii 

1912   24 January – George P Ford, of Maketu, owner of the 
launch “Puke Lass” (formerly known as Reremoana), is 
“placing her at the disposal of tourists and fishing 
parties during the coming season”.  Power is supplied 
by a 15hp Union engine and the launch makes the trip 
from Te Tumu to Victoria Wharf (Tauranga) in a little 
over three hours. iv 
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1916 7 November – The election of officers for the Te 
Tumu – Kaituna Drainage Boards results in William 
Kelly, Mapson W Griffin, Herbert A Vercoe, James 
Paterson and Charles R Vercoe being elected. 
Unsuccessful candidates are Charles F Tuthill, Robert S 
Ross, Edward G Cruickshank and James Dudson. v 

1917   19 February – The joint committees of the Te Puke 
and Te Tumu-Kaituna Land Drainage Boards receive a 
report from J B Thompson, Chief Drainage Engineer, 
with reference to the proposed lowering of the Kaituna 
River, which would help drain the surrounding 
swamps.  Mr Thompson suggests that a scheme can be 
devised consisting of short diversions, easement of the 
many bends, such snagging as would be required, and 
the erection of the necessary stop banks to keep out 
flood waters.  One difficulty is that neither board has 
control of the Kaituna River, only the internal drainage.  
It is suggested that a River Board be established. vi 

1919 8 April – The Kaituna River Board is formed for the 
purpose of dredging and lowering the Kaituna River.  
The following are elected:  Herbert B Bayliss, B Vercoe, 
Joseph O’Shaughnessy, W Kelly, R King, M Griffin and 
A P Knight.  Plans and reports from the Government 
Drainage Engineer are considered and referred to 
committee for further investigation. vii 

1920  8  June – Very heavy rain and river floods.8 

1920  9 June – Flood round house, worse that we have ever 
had it.9 

1922 …the Settlers in the lower Kaituna district had only 
flood protection in mind when they formed a “working 

bee” to make a cut into the sea at Te Tumu (10) – the 
river mouth having moved well to the east.  However, 
on the day of the opening in August Mr Jack Ford and 
his father went down to “see the river rush out, and it 
didn’t! 11 

1926 16 March – Te Puke Times – The 1400 acres of the Te 
Tumu block is inspected by Herbert Milburn of 
Flaxlands Development Ltd as a suitable site for the 
adoption of a new method of flax growing.  Under this 
new method a crop of millable green leaf is obtained 
every nine months (as against only one crop every 
three-and-a-half to four years, under the old method).  
This will result in a three-fold increase in the yield of 
green leaf.  The two largest mills now working on the 
river are still bringing good revenue to the town*. 

*Presumably Broad and Berquist at Bell’s Landing, and Collins’ In June 
1926 Flaxlands Ltd purchase 3000 acres of Kaituna swampland  and by 
using three heavy tractors, thoroughly clean all the old drains and 
prepare the land for planting, using 60 men. (Te Puke Times 12 August 
1931) viii 

1926 Public Works Statement p40 –ECMT – Te Puke 
Section – The new cut from the Atuaroa Stream to the 
Kaituna River was undertaken for the Te Puke 
Drainage Board and extended westward to cross the 
railway line with a new bridge made at The Mount 
shops.  Additional stripping of an extensive nature is in 
progress at Te Puke quarry and the material is being 
railed to the reclamation behind Tauranga Wharf.  A 
small goods shed is erected at Ohinepanea. ix 

1927 7 January – Te Puke Times – The Northern Steam 
Ship Co Ltd advertises that the AK Torea will call at the 
Kaituna River fortnightly*.  “Times of sailings, 
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receiving and shipping of cargo are subject to weather 
and others circumstances permitting”…  

*This part of the advertisement disappears by the end of 1927 x 

1927 16 September – William Berquist has a launch built 
for use in his flax milling business on the Kaituna River. 
She is the Awhine, and is 22ft long with a 7ft beam and 
a draught of 2ft 6” and is powered by at 16hp Regal 
engine*. 

*In June Messrs E L Broad and W Berquist were advertising tenders for 
the cartage of hemp, tow and stripper slips from the Canaan Landing 
to Te Puke or from Canaan Landing to Tauranga. xi 

1926-27  Dredging by the Kaituna River Board, of the shallows 
of the Maketu estuary and the old Ongatoro outlet 
channel through the Sandhills at Maketu. The old 
outlet, by the historic landing place of Te Arawa Canoe, 
was restored on 5th October 1927 with the official 
opening taking place on 3rd November, 1927.12 
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1927 3 November – Te Puke Times – The official 
opening of the Kaituna River Diversion to the 
original outlet at Maketu* is held.  Local Maori look 
forward to seeing their ancient fishing beds re-
established as do Pakeha settlers further up the 
river, as their lands have deteriorated through 
constant flooding. Funding is received for the 
diversion by a government subsidy of £2 to £1 on 
the sum of £4000, which was raised by the settlers 
and £1000 from the Arawa Trust board.   

At the opening ceremony it is planned to have a 
radio broadcast from the Hon. Joseph G. Coates 
(Prime Minister) and Sir Apirana Ngata, but due to 
Parliamentary duties this does not take place.  However 
Mr Cottrell, who has gone to a great deal of trouble in 
providing the wireless apparatus, gets through an 
excellent and varied programme that thoroughly 
pleased the listeners.  At the close of the speeches, the 
crowd moves off to witness the tapu lifting ceremony.  
After the firing of guns, a launch conveying officials of 
the Kaituna River Board and the Arawa Trust Board, 
plus leading chiefs and priests, moves to the mouth of 
the river.  Flags have been stretched across the river and 
with the boom of an ancient cannon (probably 
Tapsell’s) the launch, followed by two others makes its 
way out to sea where it turns, and then re-enters the cut. 

*An earlier attempt to re-open at Otaparia (sic) failed. This 1927 effort 
was again defeated by nature, and was followed by a serious attempt at 
mechanical diversion in 1956.  This effort drained not only the swamps, 
but also the Maketu harbour, which then gradually filled with sand.  In 
2006 talks resumed regarding opening some of the 1956 diversion to 
allow the harbour – and its precious kai-moana to revive xii 

 

 

3 NOVEMBER, 1927  – OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE ONGATORO  
OUTLET AT MAKETU    (FORD COLLECTION) 

 

1927-28 Dredging by the Kaituna River Board, when cuts were 
made through the sharp bends and loops of the lower 
Kaituna from abut Te Kopua canal (above Te Kopua flax 
mill on Broad’s Bend) to Te Tumu district. 13  

1928     …a storm, in early March 1928 caused the river to divert 
to its former outlet, from which place it resumed its 
steady easterly movement until by late 1931 it was once 
more flowing out at Ongatoro.14 

1929 24 October – Black Thursday of the Wall Street 
Crash* 

 *Later, economists argue whether this causes the 1930s Depression, or 
was a symptom of the slump of the 1920s. xiii 

1929 13 December – The planting of flax on 1350 acres of 
the Kaituna flax plantation is completed and the oldest 
plants are now three years old.  A new flax mill is to be 
erected in the coming year. xiv 
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THE GREAT DEPRESSION (1930-1939) 

The thirties are times of worldwide economic, political and social 
heartache.  Britain could no longer afford to buy New Zealand 
produce and by 1932, it is estimated that the country must sell 
three times as much wool and twice as much butter as it had 
done in 1929, just to pay the interest on its loans from the 
London banks.  New Zealand farmers had no money, and the 
towns and cities suffered.  In December 1930 New Zealand’s 
unemployed persons totalled 11,000, but by the end of 1933, this 
total had risen to nearly 80,000 (from a total population of 
1,500,000). xv 

1931  21 August – Te Puke Times -  Flaxlands Development 
Ltd  purchases Broad and Berquist’s old flax mill at 
Bell’s Landing, Papamoa and erects an up to date flax 
mill under the management of F W Douglas, of Mercer.  
“The invention of a process which will enable wool 
packs and corn sacks to be made out of the fibre at 
greatly reduced prices should prove to be of great 
commercial value to the flax industry”. The flax mill is 
connected to electricity in September 1932. xvi 

1931 Bush Sickness – After many years of experiments by 
W H Poole and Alexander J Mirrielees of Tauranga, 
plus other researchers in Rotorua, it is found that soils 
derived from Kaharoa ash (present in Te Puke) are 
deficient in cobalt. This discovery is a major break-
through in the health of stock in the Te Puke district, 
but comes years too late to save many farmers from 
walking off their properties. xvii 

 

 

1935 19 October – The worst of the economic depression 
might be over and the Te Puke Dairy Company pays out 
12.675d per pound of butterfat (compared to 9.16d per 
pound the previous year.) xviii 

1937  28 April – The 65th Jubilee of the Maketu School is 
celebrated, and carved gateways are unveiled by C H 
Burnett, MP.  A procession of 100 Pakeha and Maori 
ex-pupils march from the township to the school 
followed by the Rotorua High School band and motor 
cars containing many  of the visitors. xix 

1941 6 May …Kaituna River Board (A J Collins, M G 
Cruickshank, W J Ford (sic), E H Hintz, David M Steel 
and Wallace Williams) are returned to Office. xx 

1947  4 November – Te Puke resident Ivan Bowen sets a 
new shearing record at the Waikato Show when he 
shears five sheep in seven minutes 34 seconds.  His 
brother, Godfrey is third. xxi 

1949   In the 1949 flood large areas of swamp land were 
flooded over a metre deep and flat land as far as 
Paengaroa was covered.15 

During 1950 the two drainage boards, (Tumu-
Kaituna Drainage Board and Te Puke Drainage Board), 
amalgamate with the Kaituna River Board by common 
consent in order to provide a more economic and 
comprehensive means of dealing with the forthcoming 
“Murray Report”*. The Kaituna River board, now 
responsible for all drainage in the area, hopes to make 
savings in the general maintenance by operating a 
central drain-cleaning plant. 
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*The Murray Report was prepared by Andrew Murray an Auckland 
consulting engineer, who in conjunction with the local drainage and 
river boards, plans a comprehensive flood prevention and drainage 
scheme based on exhaustive ground surveys of the whole area and with 
a close analysis of hydrological information.  The total cost of the 
scheme to Stage 1 (estimated to take 30 years) is £243,000.  No attempt 
is made to estimate costs for the remaining three stages of the report, 
as these would not be required until Stage 1 is completed and proven.  
Unfortunately these diversions result in the deterioration of the Maketu 
estuary and the resulting decline in kai moana, because the diminished 
flow of fresh water is insufficient to prevent silting. Dredging attempts 
were unsuccessful, and fishing boats could no longer navigate the 
estuary. xxii 

1951  6 July – Heavy rain over two and a half days results in 
the worst flooding in the Te Puke district since 1907.  
The town is completely cut off when the Kaituna River 
and both Waiari and Raparapahoe streams burst their 
banks.  The district is without electricity for 18 hours. 
The main highway at the Long Swamp, Papamoa, is 
flooded but trucks just creep through. The main road 
at Canaan Landing is impassable, and there is also 
heavy flooding in Pukehina and Pongakawa.xxiii School 
buses take students home early on the first day, as it is 
uncertain how much longer the transport will be able 
to operate, especially to Manoeka. The Pittar family* of 
Te Tumu is forced to evacuate their home, and another 
Te Tumu resident, Eddie Hintz, takes his pigs to safer 
ground by boat. There is a serious loss of stock in the 
area.   

*Jack and Celia [sic] Pittar and their family, Peter, Pauline, John, 
Patricia, Robyn, Margaret, Michael, Russell and Donald. xxiv 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1951 – L TO R:  PETER AND CECILIA, JOHN (rowing) AND MICHAEL 
PITTAR (bow).  LEAVING PITTAR RESIDENCE, KAITUNA ROAD, BY 

BOAT.  (GIFTED BY PITTAR FAMILY TO FORD COLLECTION) 

1951 – PITTAR FARM.  COW SHED & IMPLEMENT SHED IN 
FOREGROUND.  THE GUMTREES ARE ON THE FORD FARM, FORD 

ROAD, MAKETU  BETWEEN TE TUMU CUT AND MAKETU. 
  (GIFTED BY PITTAR  FAMILY TO FORD COLLECTION) 
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1953 February – About 300 people attend a sale of sections 
in the subdivision opposite the Papamoa Domain when 
part of the estate of the late James Dickson are 
auctioned.   The sections are all a 5th of an acre.  Les 
Taylor bulldozes the sand hills on his land at Papamoa, 
filling in a series of lagoons that run parallel to the 
ocean, (now Taylor Road, Motiti Road, Karewa Parade 
and Papamoa Beach Road) and then subdivides the 
land into building sites. The sections sell for £200 each, 
even though the roads are mostly sand tracks. xxv 

1953 August – The Kaituna basin has been under water 
since May and farmers are suffering with severe stock 
losses.  14,000 acres of land are affected, and aid is 
applied for from the government for affected farmers. 
xxvi 

1955 19 May – The Government approves a £3 for £1 
subsidy up to £60,000 of the estimated cost of 
£79,930 for the Kaituna Flood protection scheme.  At 
present there are 8000 acres under flood waters, and 
one farm running 110 cows* has only two acres 
remaining above the water level.  *This unfortunate farmer is 

Oliver Brain, whose farm is beside Ford’s Cut. xxvii 

1957 1 February – The Diversion of the Kaituna River 
through a new outlet at Te Tumu is opened, and water 
(starting as a trickle) soon becomes a chain-wide raging 
torrent.  The cut, designed to take the river water more 
quickly to the ocean, and so prevent flooding of 16,000 
acres of rich farm country, costs $50,000, a large 
portion of which is contributed by farmers affected by 
the flooding. Fittingly, Jack Pittar (who suffered 
numerous floods on his farm) is the first to take his 

launch out to sea through the new opening. xxviii 

1957 From aerial photographs, it appears that some 
straightening of the river 3-4 kilometres upstream was 
carried out at about this time.16 

1958 31 May – The Kaituna River Board is dissolved and its 
power and authority is taken over by the Tauranga 
County Council.  To assist the Council, an advisory 
committee is elected by ratepayers of the district. 
Members are G Don Vercoe and A Gordon Spratt (both 
Councillors), A E Clague, H M (Mick) Collins, Eddie H 
Hintz and R S (Bob) McCosh. xxix 

1958 3 December – Gordon and Ivy Flay open a general 
store on the corner of Parton Road and Papamoa Beach 
Road.  It includes the first petrol pump in the area, and 
Gordon also acts as the local real estate agent.  James 
Dickson’s property (which stretched from Domain Road 
through to the Bell Estate) is divided into two after his 
death in 1950. The eastern end is purchased by 
Alexander Grant McCallum Kirpatrick Simpson, who in 
1958 proceeds to survey and develop the land.   

The western end is purchased by Lewknor S Johnson, 
and he proceeds to develop his end of the original farm.  
Dickson Road is developed under planning regulations 
now requiring storm water drains, kerbing and 
channelling, foot paths and underground reticulation 
to be in place before sections are offered for sale. xxx 
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1960-1969 

The 1960s marks a period of enormous improvements to the 
roading infrastructure of the entire Te Puke district…  The much 
flooded stretch (known as ‘The Canaan Landing swamp’) is built 
up and strengthened.  A no-longer used portion of the old Maori 
track to Te Puke is closed at Te Tumu, and the last small wooden 
bridge over the railway line disappears.* 

*This rickety little bridge wandered off towards Te Tumu, opposite the present 
main AFFCO gate.)  A short piece of road (leading only to a county gravel dump and 
nearby Te Tumu Road) is then absorbed into neighbouring farmland. xxxi 

1960 February – HMNZ Navy survey launch P3566B Te 
Rapunga comes into Maketu Harbour in the course of 
its duties, and runs aground on the bar.  Fortunately 
there are plenty of holidaymakers on hand to grab hold 
of a rope and tow the hapless vessel off.  Raki Tapsell* 
and Tom Lewis take an anchor out to sea, and the vessel 
is gradually able to swing itself out by ‘dragging’ on the 
anchor.  The young commander of the launch has not 
been told of the recent river diversion, and his charts 
show ample clearance for his craft, which draws 4½ 
feet.  Unfortunately the bar has now been reduced to a 
depth of little more than 18 inches**. Apart from taking 
sand into her intake filters, the vessel suffers no 
damage. 

*Pararaki Wikiwhiri Tapsell (known as Raki) was a commercial 
fisherman based at Maketu.  He had a 14ft dinghy powered by a 4½ hp 
Seagull outboard motor.  The son of Tumpo Tapsell, Raki was a 
bachelor.  **Just one of the results of diverting the Kaituna River out 
to sea further upstream xxxii 

1960 23 May – A 9.5 magnitude earthquake strikes Chile, 
and Maketu feels the affects of the resulting tsunami.  
Numerous higher-than-usual tides come and go from 
the harbour during the day, and the FV Margaret G* is 

washed out of her cradle which was on ‘the hard’ 
behind the butcher’s shop.  Hundreds of visitors come 
to Maketu, many bringing their small children to view 
the phenomenon. 

*The vessel, owned by Geoff Gower, was undergoing a refit at the  
time. xxxiii 

1962 1 June – Te Puke is cut off by flood waters for 24 hours 
when a severe storm hits the North Island.  An Ohope 
Beach resident is killed when a clay cliff collapses 
behind his house.  Te Puke family Mr and Mrs H H 
Anderson*  are travelling back from Rotorua when they 
find the road blocked by a slip, they turn around only to 
find that way blocked by a slip, so spent a miserable 
night in their car. In Te Puke it is reported that 9 
inches** of rain fell in 24 hours. 

*Herbert H Anderson and his wife Eileen M V nee Mulhern.  **228mm.  
For the first eight days of March rainfall of 21.49 inches (546mm) is 
recorded at Te Ranga. xxxiv 

1965 14 December – The Bay of Plenty Central Abattoir at 
Rangiuru, operated by AFFCO, is opened by the 
Minister of Agriculture Mr Brian E Talboys*. It is 
equipped to deal with cattle, sheep and pigs.  The 
abattoir is built as joint project by the Kawerau, Mount 
Maunganui, Murupara, Te Puke and Whakatane 
Borough Councils, the Tauranga City Council and the 
Rotorua, Tauranga and Whakatane County Councils.   

*The first ‘official kill’ is made on the 17 January.  The Superintendent 
engineer is Mr W J Syme and there is a staff of six, including Brian 
Donovan running the office. xxxv 

1971 3 September – Te Puke Times – The Government 
approves, with certain modifications, the scheme for 
flood control and drainage improvement for the Lower 
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Kaituna River, as submitted by the Bay of Plenty 
Catchment Commission.  It is estimated to cost $2.3m.  
The Government is to subsidise on a three-to-one basis 
and Catchment Commission chairman, Charles W 
Mundt expects the Commission share will be raised 
without any trouble.  The first step to getting the 
scheme going is the classification of the land within the 
19,000 acres covered by the scheme.  When completed 
the scheme will protect “some of the finest dairying 
land in the western Bay of Plenty”, which has been 
subject to up to five floods a year for the past few  
years. xxxvi 

1981-82  The Kaituna Scheme was planned in the 1970s and, 
following vetting by the Ministry of Works & 
Development, was implemented in 1981-82. This 
scheme was intended to protect adjacent land from 
flooding, in particular to allow the swampland between 
Te Puke and the sea to be brought into pasture.  
Scheme works included further straightening of the 
Kaituna River (including a cut between 400m and 
900m from the mouth), straightening of some of the 
river’s tributaries, and the construction of stopbanks. 

` The scheme design included: 

v Analysis of the hydrology of the Kaituna River and 
its tributaries; and 

v Numerical modelling of flood levels and velocities 
in the lower Kaituna River.18 

(The numerical modelling was ‘steady-state”, in which the dynamic 
effects of the tide are ignored)19 

1996 NIWA engaged to report on the erosion of Ford family 
land 

Hydraulic design of the scheme20:  The Scheme set 
out “to provide protection from 100 year 
floods.…downstream of State Highway 2” (App. 8, 1).  
The design process involved the trial of different 
channel geometries, with the goals of providing this 
flood protection while minimising earthmoving costs 
(App. 8, 2.4). 

Conclusions:  The immediate causes of the erosion of 
Mr Ford’s property are attack by ocean waves 
penetrating the mouth and (probably) an eddy which 
forms during river floods.  Both these phenomena have 
been exacerbated by the greatly increased flood flow 
peaks at the mouth which are a direct consequence of 
the Kaituna Scheme.  In my opinion, therefore, the 
Scheme is the root cause of the erosion problem.   

By comparison, changes in the river flow regime due to 
climatic changes have been negligible, and changes to 
the ocean wave environment are also likely to have 
been minor and if anything favourable.  In my opinion 
these two climatic factors are extremely unlikely to be 
the cause of the erosion. 

The Scheme designers were aware of the high velocities 
they were creating near the mouth, and the likelihood 
of scour as a consequence.  However, they did not 
specifically consider erosion of the left bank and did not 
consider it necessary to protect the bank. 

Further erosion may occur.  This erosion will not 
continue indefinitely, but significant erosion is likely in 
the event of a 100 year flood.  As a rough estimate, a 
maximum river width of 250m should be allowed for in 
the absence of protective works. 
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Beyond 400m from the sea the excavated 
banks are eroding slowly.  Should the excavated 
material be completely removed, land near the 
river mouth will be at further risk of erosion.20 

2004 24 July – A weekend of heavy rain followed by 
a swarm of shallow earthquakes (the largest a 
magnitude of 5.4) leaves 1500 people 
evacuated from their homes in the Eastern bay.  
It claims two lives* and leaves a damage bill of 
tens of millions of dollars due to floodwaters.  
A large slip leaves a house at Maketu close to 
edge of the cliff, and Te Puke dairy farmers, 
right on calving time, have nowhere to put cows or 
calves. 

*A woman dies at Ohiwa when a huge landslide hits her home, and 
another woman is killed when a large tree falls on her car at Pyes Pa.  
The tree is assumed to have been loosened by the earthquakes as well 
as the heavy rain.xxxvii 

 2005 7 April – Bay of Plenty Times – Tsunami sirens are to 
be installed along the Western Bay coastline under an 
ambitious plan that will give tens of thousands of 
people up to four hours to get to higher ground.  Ten 
warning devices are to be installed making the area the 
first in the country to have a co-ordinated warning 
system. It is acknowledged that this region is 
“vulnerable to tsunamis caused by earthquakes, 
volcanoes and under-sea landslides”xxxviii  

2005 17-19 May – The Bay of Plenty is deluged by very 
heavy rain resulting in severe flooding and landslides 
in Tauranga and in all low lying areas around Te Puke.   

 

 

MAY 2005 – FORD ROAD, MAKETU IN FLOOD  (FORD COLLECTION) 

On the evening of the 18 May, Matata is devastated by 
a flash flood that demolishes houses, uproots trees and 
destroys the road and railway line. Over 200 people are 
evacuated from the town. Civil emergencies are 
declared in both Tauranga and Matata*.xxxix  

*Tauranga recorded its wettest day on record with 309.4mm being 
recorded at the airport in the 24 hours to 4pm on the 18th.  98mm was 
recorded in two hours from 9am to 11am on the 18th.  Other exceptional 
rainfalls occurred along the BOP.  The locality of Awakaponga (near 
Matata) recorded 94.5mm in the hour to 4pm on the 18th.  21 

2006 18 January – A referendum is called to decommission 
Te Puke’s Raymond Dam ending the life of the 43 year 
old town water scheme. The dam and the pipe line’s 
ongoing maintenance lead to this decision*. 

In 2006 water for Te Puke borough and surrounding roads (Te Matai, 
No 1, 2, 3 & 4 etc) are supplied from deep water bores on No 1 Road at 
a rate of 100 litres per second.  It is also filtered and treated there and 
a complex system of pumps and reservoirs keep water in constant 
supply.  The town is also still connected to the Raymond dam at present 
but the costs of maintaining the bench line pipe running alongside the 
Raparapahoe Stream may preclude this for much longer.  Maketu, 
Paengaroa and Pongakawa are served from a deep water bore on 
Maniatutu Road. xl 
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APRIL 2007  – KAITUNA RIVER MOUTH AT TE 
TUMU  (FORD COLLECTION)

The Lower Kaituna River and Te Tumu now

APRIL 2005  – KAITUNA RIVER MOUTH AT TE TUMU 
(FORD COLLECTION)

FORD  
OWNED  
ISLAND

THE SANDHILLS

SEE NOTE 
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MARCH 2003   – KAITUNA RIVER, TE TUMU AND MAKETU 
NOTE 1:  THIS AREA BELONGS TO TE TUMU 11 B2 

 (FORD COLLECTION)

APRPOX. 1991  – BRAIN FARM  (FORD  COLLECTION)
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6 DECEMBER 2004  –  KAITUNA RIVER MOUTH AT TE TUMU. 
NOTE 1:  THIS AREA BELONGS TO TE TUMU 11 B2  
(FORD COLLECTION)  

THE SANDHILLS

SEE NOTE 

FORD OWNED| 
ISLAND
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