+

2 Bay of Plenty Times

Local News

Thursday, August 10, 2017

_inside today

Local News ...... ol o el P1-7
Nation & World ............. 29
Business..............

Local Opinion &
Hot Topics

The Country
Gardening

Puzzles, Television
& Weather

Family Notices &
Local Classifieds

Sport...........

Popular air-raid sirens

IR RAID-STYLE
tsunami sirens have
been ruled out for the
45,000 people living in

‘Tauranga’s low-lying coastal

suburbs because the noise they
make will become illegal in three
years.

The Ministry of Civil Defence
and Emergency Management
policy proved a bitter pill to
swallow for some city council-
lors because of the public popu-

Jarity of sirens symbolised by

the Blitz in World War II.

There was dismay that the
Ministry’s national standard for
the noise of a civil defence
warning system did not fit the
distinctive wailing of mechani-
cal sirens. It meant that even if
the council included the sirens in

SIRENS SILENCED: Papamoa
councillor Steve Morris is
frustrated that old-style air raid
sirens have been ruled out of

- contention for Tauranga’s tsunami

warning system. PHOTOS/FILE
its suite of tsunami warning
measures, the noise would fail to
comply on July 1, 2020.

“They will fold on it, they
don’t have the guts,” a frus-
trated Papamoa councillor Steve
Morris declared.

The news about mechanical
sirens was delivered by the
council’s emergency manage-
ment and safety manager Paul
Baunton to a special workshop

yesterday to decide
which  warning
options deserved
further investi-
gation.

After nearly

£ What do
- you think?

a late but unsuccessful
bid to put the issue in
front of the full
11-member coun-

cil.
“It needs to be

two hours of > a - collective
explanations , Send your email to 11-member

and debate, the T = ; decision.” ]
workshop e@tor@bayomlenWhmes.co.nz He said the -

agreed that more
work should be
carried out on the
options of electronic
speaker sirens mounted on
power poles and small in-home
sirens.
Mr

Baunton’s - preferred

“option was in-home sirens

because they were more
affordable at $25 to $35 per unit
and did not have the audibility
issues of old-style sirens in
windy conditions and the risk
they would fail to penetrate
modern homes with double glaz-
ing.

The workshop consisting of
six members of the Community
and Culture Committee saw
Councillor Larry Baldock make

tohave your say

council was dream-
ing if it thought it
. could get air raid sirens

through the consenting
process.

Yesterday’s decision
effectively turned back the clock
more than six years on tsunami
warning systems to when a
former council opted for a suite
of alerting mechanisms that
excluded air raid-style sirens.

However, tests of a power
pole-mounted speaker system
proved unsatisfactory and,
under public pressure generated
by the 2011 Japan tsunami, the
council agreed to reconsider
traditional sirens.

In-home devices were
assessed as 82 per cent effective,
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The America’s Cup is coming to
Tauranga at the end of this
month.

The Sunday, August 27, visit
has been confirmed by the Royal

- New Zealand Yacht Squadron,

Tauranga Yacht & Power Boat
Club and Tauranga City Council
— but the details of what the
visit will involve are still being
worked out.

Emirates Team New Zealand
helmsman and local hero Peter
Burling is expected to take part
in the visit, with a few other

- members of the triumphant

team.

The visit will be two months
to the day since New Zealand’s
7-1 match series win over Oracle
Team USA in Bermuda.

Tauranga club commodore
Nick Wrinch said it had been
tricky to find a date that would
fit into both the cup’s schedule
and Burling’s.

He said the club was working
with the council on the details of

Cup celebration
timeline

M June 27: Emirates Team
New Zealand's 7-1 win over
Oracle Team USA seals
their America's Cup

- victory.

‘B July 5: The team arrive
home into AucKkland with
the Auld Mug. -

"M July 6: Auckland
celebrates with a Queen St
parade and sail-by on the
harbour, which was
expected to cost
ratepayers about
$400,000.

W July 11: Team parades
through Wellington.

W July 12: Christchurch
parade (reported cost
$108,000).

M July 13: Dunedin parade
(reported cost $41,400).
B August 27: Tauranga
celebration — details to be
announced.

the visit. He understood council
staff were meeting tomorrow to
talk through a plan.

It was of some relief to him

“that a date had been set.

“People have been asking me
about it for a long time,” he said
with a laugh.

- CHAMPS: Emirates Team New Zealand helmsman Peter Burling and
skipper (_;Ienn Ashby hold aloft the America's Cup.

PHOTO/CHRIS CAMERON

He believed the Auld Mug’s
visit would consist of a public
event around the middle of the
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it to be infectious.

NewZealand Government

Ministry for Primary Industries

Manatu Ahu Matua

IF YOU SEE MYRTLE RUST, CALL US

If you're in Te Puke we recommend you don’t move myrtle species out of the area and don’t
move green waste, tree prunings from myrtle species out of your property until further notice.

- Do not take green waste from myrtle species off your property as there’s the potential for

- Green waste from myrtle species can be composted, but not taken to a refuse centre.
= Myrtle species include ramarama, pohutukawa, bottle brush and feijoa.
If you're unsure and require any further information, check out MPI's website mpi.govt.nz/myrtlerust

0800 80 99 66 | mpi.govt.nz/myrtlerust
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fail to hit tsunami

NEW LOOK: A modern version of the old style World War Il mechanical
siren that has been deposed by civil defence planners.

with the advantage that the
radio signal activated alarm
incorporated a message. Fixed
mechanical sirens were 44 per
cent effective and did not carry a

message.
Councillor Bill Grainger said
that no matter where you were
and or what you were doing, you
heard something from old-style

Pros and cons

Advantages of air raid
sirens include

B Met public expectations
B A night-time solution

B Publicly owned and
maintained.
Disadvantages of air raid
sirens include

B Expensive (more than
$2.5 million for a network)
B High annual ;
maintenance costs (more
than $500,000)

B | imited reach

sirens.

He was assured by Greg
Holland of GMS Science that the
44 per cent. figure was the
experience from around the
world when sirens were used in

. isolation.

Undaunted, Mr Grainger told
Mr Holland: “You need to watch
a few World War II programmes
and see what they did then.”

Mr Baunton said Tauranga

target

needed a system that hit most
people quickly. The Kaikoura
earthquake showed that some
people did not hear the alert
because their cellphones were
not in the bedroom.

He said there was no single
silver bullet but a suite of things
working together. The GeoNet
monitoring and early warning
system was set up after Kai-

"~ koura.

Mr Holland said alot of work
was currently taking place on
shrinking the 60 to 75 minutes it
took to assess a tsunami and
issue an alert..

Further work on the favoured
options would include funding
and a possible one-off compul-
sory charge on householders for
the device in areas of the city
vulnerable to tsunami.

Garry Towler of the Thames
Coromandel District Council
said air raid sirens were horren-
dous to maintain and when they
pushed the button in the last
tsunami alert, 10 per cent failed:
to go off. They needed another 40
sirens to be effective.

Mug to

day, and that later in the day the
club may be able to put on a
private event for its members.
The public event would hope-
fully be an opportunity for
people to celebrate the win,

"It will be
fantastic to be
able to give Peter
a true Bay
welcome home. "

Sally Cook, Downtown
Tauranga spokeswoman

welcome Burling home properly
and see the world’s oldest sport-
ing trophy in the flesh, he said.

Council city events manager
Gareth Wallis said detailed
plans for the visit would be
confirmed over the coming days,
and the public would be told
early next week.

“This is an exciting opportun-
ity for our community to come
out and celebrate our America’s
Cup victory.”

Squadron general manager
Hayden Porter said the sport of
sailing was the focus of the cup’s
visits to New Zealand’s regions.

He said Burling was con-

uch down in Tauranga

Sailing interest grows after cup win

New Zealand's America’s Cup
-win is credited with an uplift in
interest in learning to'sail in -

Tauranga. =

For the firsttime,
Tauranga Yacht & Power Boat
Club's learn to sail lessons
continued through winter this
year, commodore Nick
Wrinch said.

“Usually it's pointless at
this time of year more or less
because nobody is keen.”

When their Canadian

~ sailing coach Kirstin Moratz

firmed, and a few other team

members with Bay of Plenty

links were also being lined up.

The cup would be transported
in a custom-made Louis Vuitton
case, and had 24-hour security
when it travelled,” Mr Porter
said.

At public events, local police
were usually asked to help with
security.

“It’s the world’s oldest sport-
ing trophy so yeah, we're fairly
careful about taking it out.”

Downtown Tauranga

suggested she stay in New
Zealand to continue lessons
through winter, he thought
“yeah, good luck with that”,
but Emirates Team New
Zealand's win in late June
changed all that. The effect

‘was “immediate”.

“Literally within days, we
had new inquiries about
learning to sail.”

“We saw it after the
Olympics too, when we had
three medals. The publicity is
great.”

spokeswoman Sally Cooke said

she was excited to hear the cu

was coming. ‘
“It will be fantastic to be able

to give Peter a true Bay welcome

home.

“I look forward to seeing
Tauranga City Council’s plans.
A tickertape parade through the
streets would be fantastic.”

She hoped the plans would be
released as soon as possible so
retailers would have time to
make the streets look festive in
time for the visit.

Briefly

Two crashes in wet

Emergency services attended a
motor vehicle crash just past
the bridge before the
Maungatapu roundabout about
7.30pm last night after a car
flipped in the wet. There was no
reports of injuries and the
matter was left in the hands of
police, who also responded to a
minor motor vehicle crash on
Otumoetai Rd at 8pm last night
after a car ended up in a ditch.
Police said no one was injured.

Rain to ease

A front over eastern Bay of
Plenty was moving away to the
east last night and the
associated heavy rain was
expected to ease. However, a
further 20 to 30mm of rain was
expected to have fallen about
the ranges until midnight.
MetService said this amount of
rain could cause rivers and
streams to rise rapidly, and
surface flooding and slips were
possible.

Vitamin bonus in avos

Kiwi researchers have
discovered that New Zealand-
grown avocados have unique
nutritional qualities, with double
the amount of vitamin B6 and
20 per cent more folate than
those grown in other countries.
The findings were announced at
the NZ Avocado 2017-18 season
launch yesterday. NZ Avocado
chief executive Jen Scoular says
the new research was great
news for the nation.

- Treaty symposium

Bay of Plenty Regional Council
hosted a Treaty of Waitangi
symposium on Monday for
councillors and senior council
staff from local authorities
across the region. The aim was
to build awareness and
understanding of the
contemporary Treaty
landscape, both in the region
and from a national perspective.

Follow us on
facebook.com/

AFFORDABLE LUXURY
UNBEATABLE VALUE

AT OMOKOROA

A COASTAL COMMUNITY
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OYATERVIEW ESTATE
@LYNLEY PARK

4 Greystone Place Omokoroa

SINGLE LEVEL BRICK HOMES « 2 BEDROOMS PLUS STUDY

FREEHOLD OWNERSHIP » NO AGE RESTRICTION
* SECURE GATED COMMUNITY
* LANDSCAPED AND PROFESSIONALLY MAINTAINED

WITH TAURANGA CITY
ON ITS DOORSTEP

Owners have the right to sell and retain
the FULL capital return. No exit fees.

SHOWHOME OPEN o
10am - 2pm Daily.
SALES ENOUIRIES
Juliet Allen: 021 737 021 | Jody Sawyers: 0274227791

or ph 07 571 1952
N www.kingdomgroup.co.nz
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