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Population grows

30,000 across Bay

Influx of new residents equivalent to Southland in five years but number of houses fails to match growth
&

-

A ¥
Samantha Motion

bout 30,000 people were
added to the population of
Tauranga and the Western

Bay in the last five years,
according to the first data release
from the 2018 Census.

That's an influx roughly the size of
the population of Southland or
Manawati — or the Western Bay in
1996.

But the data also showed the rate
of house building has not kept up, and
regional leaders blame a disconnect
between central and local govern-
ment.

Tauranga’s population -expanded
at a rate of about 3.6 per cent a year
between 2013 and 2018, but the num-
ber of dwellings only increased by 2.6
per cent a year.

It was a similar story in the West-
em Bay: Housing increasing 1.9 per
cent a year but the population rose
by 3.3 per cent. .

That was in spite of explosive
population growth in the main
greenfield development areas.

Wairakei, the Papamoa suburb
that includes Golden Sands, had 126
residents in 2013. By 2018, it had 3345
— up 2554 per cent. :
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Cup instigator hails
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National and World .......cc... 7-9
Business .. sesessesses T0-11
opinion, Hottopics ... 1213 Littlejohn says Ireland biggest threat in event he pushed for
Puzzles, Television s
: i i management were under, especially
and Weather 1518 f. j It was just getting  mamasement wer
Classifieds 19-20 e i ‘I'd only been appointed as mana-
4 } the fHSt one Off the ger for an hour or so before I realised
Sport 21-24 Katee Shanks the pressure on everyone - it was
ground that was e press
ne half of the “Nick and Dick i i i “In 1987 it was different. They [the
Show” — the two men re- tOUgh =Fr '1magme 1f players] were still amateurs. As pro-
: : sponsible for making i fessionals, on top of everything else,
rugby’s World Cup a reality we had falled‘ what they’re doing is also their live-
— believes it's too early to pick how Dick Littlejohn  lihood.”
the All Blacks will fare at this year’s Littlejohn said he knew a few of
event. { keen on the concept of a Rugby the current players and admitted
EDITORIAL Whakatane’s Dick Littlejohn said World Cup but eventually fell into Aaron Smith was a favourite.
Regional Editor the team’s fate would unfold in the line. “He’s a good fulla, he always has
g . next few weeks but admits he was Since its incepfion the event has a sparkle in his eye and a permanent
Scott Inglis impressed with their performance grown but, according to Littlejohn, he in.”
Senior News Director against the Springboks on Saturday. and Shehadie predicted that. Asked if he was proud to have
Dvlah Thorne “I had the creeps for about quarter “We knew it would, there was been insttumental in something that,
Y of an hour,” Liftlejohn said. never any doubt in our minds — it every four yearsnow grips the nation,
News Director “They were struggling, they were was just getting the first one off the Littlejohn said: “Oh hell yes”.
Sonya Bateson three points down and they were ground that was tough. “They were the greatest days of my
ing. “Imagine if we had failed.” life”
News Director (sport) “It was a great effort to come back

Kristin Macfarlane
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from that”

Littlejohn and Ausiralia’s Sir
Nicholas Shehadie (who died last
year aged 92), have long been recog-
nised as the two men who instigated
the inaugural Rugby World Cup, des-
pite a mountain of opposition from
around the globe.

In the 1980s the pair hit the roads
to convince the rest of the world to

The 88-year-old sees Ireland as the
biggest challenge for the All Blacks for
the Webb Ellis trophy but is hopeful
the “marvellous kids” in black will be
up to it.

‘I managed them for a while [the
1984-85 All Blacks]. That's all they are,
kids. They were about the same age
as my boys when I was managing the
team so I understood them.”

One thing Littlejohn said he would

Littlejohn is a life member of Bay
of Plenty Rugby after serving on the
union’s executive in various roles
since 1963.

He is the Bay of Plenty Rugby
patron and was last year elected as
a life member of New Zealand Rugby.
He served on the NZR Council
(1981-1988), was All Blacks manager
(1984-1985), a recipient of the NZR
Steinlager Salver for outstanding ser-
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380 per cent.

Omokoroa was the fastest-growing
Western Bay suburb, up 37.5 per cent.

Omokoroa was the example most
frequently used to illusirate gaps in
Government investment in inter-
views with regional leaders.

Westem Bay mayor Garry Webber
said the land was opened up for
housing in 1991 and the council did
its bit to put in infrastructure for
housing, but central government in-
vestment, roads and education had
not followed.

The lack of progress on safety
improvements for the Omokoroa in-
tersection was a bugbear noted by
Webber and others.

Webber said the New Zealand
Transport Agency was still arguing
about whether it should be a round-
about or some other kind of intersec-
tion.

The agency was also in Tauranga
mayor Greg Brownless’ sights. He said
alack of investment in state highways

e
was holding up the development of
major greenfield housing area
Tauriko West.

He said the Government had

Bay of Plenty

announced a Resource Management
Act review and a new policy state-
ment aimed at making intensification
easier but had yet to actually tell

=1 Welcome Bay South +52.3%
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-] BethlehemNorth ~ +435%
.1 Doncaster +38%
7/ Omokoroa +375%
1 Pukehina +30.7%

councils what changes were coming.

National MPs Simon Bridges (Tau-
ranga) and Todd Muller (Bay of
Plenty) said the last National Govern-
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resurgence by ABs

Former All Blacks
manager Dick
Littlejohmn.

e e ke

Western Bay rises by 30,000 in five years

ment did its bit to enable housing with
Special Housing Area legislation and
plans for the Tauranga Northern Link,
but the coalition Government can-
celled both. g

Wairakei Labour MP Tamati
Coffey said population had raced
ahead of housing for some time in his
electorate, which includes Tauranga
and the Bay of Plenty.

“What I'm glad about is that we
finally have a Government that ac-
knowledges the housing crisis exists
and has shifted our housing efforts
into top gear in order to ensure
everyone in our community has a
warim, dry, home.”

Hundreds of state houses were
being built and the Government was
also investing in other initiatives such
as papakainga, restructuring
KiwiBuild and an innovative new
home ownership scheme, he said.

The Bay of Plenty was the second-
fastest-growing region in New Zea-
land, up 152 per cent to 308,499.

Bay of Plenty Regional Council
chairman Doug Leeder and Priority
One chief executive Nigel Tutt said

Fast-growing region
@ Tauranga population

2018 -136,713
2013-114,789
2006 -103,632
2001-90,906
1996 - 77,775

® Western Bay population
2018 -51321
2013 - 43,692
2006 -42,075
2001 - 38,232
1996 -34,971

more co-operation was needed
between all Government parties in
the future, with population increases
expected to continue.

Both pointed to factors such as
lifestyle, a strong economy and job
opportunities, and Auckland over-
flow being the main drivers of popu-
lation growth.

Data about the age, gender and
ethnic makeup of the region was not
expected to be released until next
year.

Electorate populations
@ Bay of Plenty

2018: 71,057

2013: 57,242

@ Tauranga
2018: 66,787
2013:58,202

©® Waiarilki

- 2018:67111
2013:57,676

Tutt said the lack of detail — especi-
ally age breakdowns — made it hard
to project the future needs of the
labour market.

Participation in the Census, taken
in March 2018, was lower than
expected and data releases were sig-
nificantly delayed while Stats NZ tried
to fill the gaps with other government
data.

Among the new faces in Tau-
ranga’s fastest-growing suburb Wai-
rakei are immigrants from the United
Kingdon, Lee and Marie Larkin and
their children Mia, 13 and Theo, 16.

Marie said they arrived at the end

of 2017, after a scoping visit to New
Zealand in 2016 where they picked
Tauranga as their new home.

“This place felt like it was the place
for us.”

It was the beauty of the Bay that
drew them first, backed up by the
opportunities both for their children
and to use their professional skills.

Thanks to some help from Priority
One they had jobslined up when they
arrived. They found a rental in
Golden Sands soon after arriving.

Marie said “upping sticks to the
other side of the world” was the most
challenging thing any of them had
ever done, and it had not always been
easy. Being away from family and
friends had been especially tough.

But they had made new friends,
gained job experience, adopted a
couple of pets — Smudge the cat and
Cody the dog — and even found
passion projects, namely the STEM
Wana Trust for Marie.

New Zealand and Tauranga were
living up to their expectations and
they had no regrets.

“This is home now.”

New Bayfair
Crossing
likely to be
overbridge

There are plans to build a new cross-
ing for pedestrians and cyclists across
Maunganui Rd between Spur Ave
and Concord Ave in Tauranga.

NZ Transport Agency chief advisor
system design Kevin Reid said in a
written statement the agency’s im-
mediate focus was on completing the
design of the new signalised Bayfair
roundabout with safe pedestrian
crossing facilities.

Work will also progress on the
solution for a grade-separated cross-
ing near Concord Ave.

According to the NZTA website, a
grade-separated crossing generally
takes the form of an overpass or
underpass and provides spatial
separation from motor vehicles.

Reid said NZTA and Tauranga City
Council were working to identify,
evaluate, design and construct the
crossing and that would determine
which form it would take.

“While an underpass hasn't been
ruled out at thisnew location, the new
crossing is much more likely to be an
overbridge. We will engage with the
community throughout this process
and hope to present a preferred op-
tion to stakeholders and the com-
munity in early 2020,” Reid said.

A separate business case was not
required for the investment, and the
$13 million already approved for the
project would be used to design and
consfruct the crossing, he said.

“We still have to acquire consents
and work through the land footprint
at the new location, and the timeline
of this process is out of our hands.
Once this is confirmed we hope to
deliver the new crossing within the
same timeframe as the Bay Link
project

“We recognise that this new grade-
separated crossing will have a differ-
ent function to that of the old under-
pass, as it will connect to the Tau-
ranga City Cycle Plan cycle networks
on either side of the state highway.
This will serve a broader purpose
across the wider network, while those
making shorter, local trips are more
likely touse the new signalised pedes-
trian crossing at Bayfair roundabout.”

The closure of the existing Bayfair
underpass follows the agency’s de-
cision that a new pedestrian and
cycle underpass would not be
constructed as part of the Bay Link
project.

The current underpass needs to be
removed to allow for ground im-
provement works for the approach
ramps to the flyover to be built. This
will involve building a large concrete
ramp for the Bayfair flyover to built
on top of it. Ground improvements
works will include stone columns to
strengthen the ground to take the
weight of the flyover.
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Those who knew John
will remember him as
an honest, all round
good man who's life was
filled with integrity and
boundless energy.

RIP John.

A celebratibn of John’s life will be held
at Tauranga Park, 383 Pyes Pa Road,
today at 10.30am.
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