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Labour overjoyed,
but Nats ready to
pour cold water

Esme ORafferty and
Kiri Gillespie

he Government is pumpirig

$933 million into roading in

the Westerm Bay of Plenty

and the long-awaited Tau-
ranga Northemn Link has finally been
given the green light.

Yesterday, Minister of Transport
Phil Twyford announced funding for
the four-lane link, plus upgrades on
State Highway 2 from Te Puna to
Omokoroa, which would “improve
safety on a dangerous stretch of
highway” as well as unlock more
housing developments.

Finance Minister Grant Robertson
said the whole Waikato/Bay of Plenty
infrastructure package would cost
around $991m, with $933m of that
going to two major Bay of Plenty-
based projects.

The Tauranga Northem Link
would get $478m and take five years
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‘Victory’: $933m
highway spe

l\
Labour MPs Tamatl Coﬂey, Angie Warren-Clark and Jan Tinettl say they‘re celebraﬁng” the Bay’s infraslructure

package.

o complete and $455m was set aside
for the SH2 upgrades.

Labour List MPs based in Tauranga
and the Western Bay of Plenty, Jan
Tinetti and Angie Warre-Clark, and

Photo/ Supplied

“We are making real progress on
sorting out the long-term problems of
Tauranga’s transport network and
making our roads safer for families.”

Tauranga MP and Opposition

MP for Waiariki, Tamati Coffey, said
they were “celebrating” the decision
to “future-proof” the roads.

“We've walked the talk,” they said
in a statement.

$2.50 ($1240 per week home delivery)

The project is a new 6.8km four-lane
corridor from Takitimu Drive (SH29)
to SH2 near Loop Rd, west of Te
Puna. It also includes an overbridge
interchange at Minden Rd, new
Wairoa River bridge crossing,
underpasses at Cambridge Rd and
Wairoa Rd, new westbound single
lane connection from 15th Ave to
Takitimu Drive toll road, and
separated pedestrian/cycling facility.

B Mid 2020: Construction contract
tendered

B Late 2020: Construction contract
awarded

B Late 2020: Construction starts

B Late 2025: Construction
completed.

Source: New Zealand Transport
Agency

leader Simon Bridges, however, said
National had “embarrassed Labour
into this?, two-and-a-half years into
the coalition Government's term.

continued on A2
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Mental health
service boost
welcomed

Health Minister David Clark announces $45m facilities

,,

ealth advocates have
welcomed news $45
million will be pumped
into two new acute mental
health facilities in the Bay to help
alleviate “stretched” services.

Yesterday, Health Minister David
Clark said $30m was earmarked for
Tauranga Hospital with another
$15m set aside for Whakatane Hos-
pital as part of the Government’s
$300m package of priority health
investiments.

“The announcement means the
Bay of Plenty DHB can now get on
and plan this important work with
certainty,” Clark said.

“This funding will make a big
difference to people who need to
access acute care.”

The acute mental health facilities
in Tauranga and Whakatane are out-
dated and not well placed to meet
growing demand, he said.

“This investment will deliver mod-

How will the $300
million be spent?

@ $83 million for expanded
nieonatal intensive care to help
our most vulnerable newboms,
and improved matemity care for
expectant mothers.

@ $96 million for mental health and
addiction capital projects so
facilities better support treatment
and recovery.

@ Money to support regional health
services pushing ahead with
projects to deal with the legacy of
underinvestiment in hospital
facilities.

Source: Ministry of Health

em, fit-for-purpose faciliies which
will ensure service users’ needs are
better supported.

“They will provide a more
culturally appropriate and thera-
peutic environment and be better
placed to meet future demand.”

Tauranga Salvation Army com-
munity ministries manager Davina
Plummer said mental health was a

challenging area and the investment
would make a huge difference.

“We see it on a daily basis. There
is a real need for more support and
more services for those struggling
with mental health.

“Anything that is going to ease that
strain and pressure for people and
families experiencing mental health,
as well as service providers who are
stretched, is going to be really ap-
preciated.”

Plummer said times were chang-
ing with people being encouraged to
seek help and she hoped “people are
aware they can reach out for help
without being judged”.

MP for Bay of Plenty Todd Muller
gave credit where credit was due
and he acknowledged the services
were needed and had campaigned
on the issue.

But Muller said the city the size
of Tauranga also had to have more
drug and alcohol addiction services
which he hoped would be a com-
ponent of the new facility.

“There is a feeling out in the
community that Tauranga is under
siege at the moment with gangs and
a spike in reported crime. I am

L abour,

continued from Al

“The tragedy is they don’t believe in
this road and won't deliver it.”

‘Bridges said that under the last
National Government, the Tauranga
Northern Link had been in commer-
cial tender in the middle of 2018 and
ready for construction to begin by
October 2018 but “Labour killed it”.

“Now it's not [ready] for building
for years again.

“They've been embarrassed into
this by National and locals like the Fix
the Bloody Road campaigners.”

The Fix the Bloody Road group
was formed by concerned residents
to lobby the Government — including
via protests and a petition — for better
safety upgrades for the stretch of SH2

Nats MPs spar over delayed road

between Tauranga and Katikati.

“It should not have had to come
to that to get this announcement
because it's wasted not just two-and-
a-half years of this time but years of
getting back to starting the building
again,” Bridges said.

Fix the Bloody Road's Andrew
Hollis said it was great news that the
Tauranga Northerm Link had been
given the go-ahead.

“We weren't expecting it at all,” he
said.

“As far as the region is concemed,
it opens up housing, it stops conges-

tion that side of town and it makes

the road safer.
“It is everything we hoped for.”
Katikati had been ignored in the
announcement, he said, but the rest

was “small blessings”.

Hollis said the funding meant a lot
for the community.

“It could save lives and time.”

Twyford said the Govermment
never ruled out the Tauranga North-
em Link but rather, took it away and
re-evaluated it.

He said Bridges' comments staking
claim for the project were “sad and
pathetic”.

“They've allowed suburban expan-
sion alongside SH2 without the
proper ftransport infrastructure ...
they didn't rebuild the road. We are.”

The new link road would be better
value for money than what was
originally planned and will be flanked
by walkways and cycleways, he said.

The road was also expected to also

Phil Twyford

have a dedicated lane for freight,
public transport and high occupancy
vehicles.

“That is the intention.

“You've got to give people different
options,” he said.

“If you don't, you are condemned
to a future of gridlock.”

Asked ‘why now?, Twyford said
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A new $30 million acute mental health unit will be

built at Tauranga Hospital.

absolutely convinced drugs
and alcohol sits behind it
and we absolutely need
more
services to help break
the cycle”
Meanwhile, Bay of
Plenty District Health
Board interim chief
executive Simon
Everitt said acute men-
tal health services were
for patients who needed
urgent inpatient care.
“Acute mental health
services include access to
specialist  psychiatric
care, intensive psychi-
atric care and
detoxification facili-
tes."
“All of these willbe
enhanced within the
new facilities”
Everitt said the DHB
was thrilled to receive
the additional funding
which “will give us the oppor-
tunity to create two purpose-
built, future-proofed facili-
ties with the needs of
our patients, whanau
and staff at the fore-
. front of their design”.
On the flip side,
the Lakes District
Health Board would
get a share of $3.2m
for mobile dental
services.

INSETS (top-
bottom): Bay of
Plenty District
Health Board
interim chief
executive Simon
Everitt, Minister of
Health Dr David
Clark, MP for Bay of
Plenty Todd Muller
and Tauranga
Salvation Army
community
minisiries manager
Davina Plummer.

Two men
charged
after
stabbing
on The
Strand

Two men accused of stabbing a man
on The Strand in Tauranga have
been bailed on strict conditions.

Quentin Tame-Pohe Holt, 21, from
Austiralia faced a joint charge of
wounding with intent to cause griev-
ous bodily harm when he appeared
in Tauranga District Court yester-
day.

The wounding charge attracts a
maximum penalty of 14 years’
prison.

The charge stemmed from an
alleged stabbing of a man on Sunday
night. He was admitted to Tauranga
Hospital with critical injuries.

Both defendants were granted
bail subject to several conditions,
including a 24-hour home curfew.

Neither defendant has yet
pleaded to their joint charge.

Judge David Cameron remanded
Holt on bail on a raft of strict
conditions, including a nightly cur-
few and not associating with anyone
connected to the Mongols Gang.

Holt and the other defendant,
Elijah David Wanoa, 20, from Te
Puke, who faced the same charge in
the Tauranga District Court on
Tuesday, are subject to the same bail
terms.

The next court appearance for
each of the defendants is in the
Tauranga Registrar’s Court on Feb-
ruary 18.

it Cowley
the projects were able to be brought
forward due to a ‘“rebalancing” of
transport projects nationally includ-
ing railway investments.

Twyford said he developed a con-
structive relationship with Western
Bay of Plenty mayor Garry Webber
and Tauranga mayor Tenby Powell

He said the commitment to the two

highway projects was part of a bigger
plan for the next 30 years to ensure
sustainable growth of the region that
involved local and central Govern-
ment.

Webber said the projects were a
“victory” for the Western Bay.

He had been part of envoys to
Wellington with local leaders in re-
cent years to fight for funding for the
Tauranga to Katikati stretch of SH2.

He was pleased with the results
and commended council staff who
had also helped make it happen.

“It's a victory for sticking to the
hard evidence and persisting with
diplomacy,” he said.

“This is incredible.”

The first part of the northern link
is expected to be completed by 2025.

The second part, which would
involve four-laning from the end of
the link to the Omokoroa interchange,
should be completed by 2027,
Webber said. Powell said he, Webber
and Bay of Plenty Regional Council
chairman Doug Leeder had worked
with a shared vision of infrastructure
that had “paid off”.

He also welcomed the funding nod
to State Highway 29, which he
believed would become the future
main northem gateway to Tauranga.
“The reality is we are never going to
straighten out the Karangahake
Gorge.”

Powell said calling SH29 the major
northemn route into to Tauranga
would enable Tauriko West to be
opened up as well

“This is going to be of critical
importance for residential housing
and heavy transport.”

Port of Tauranga chief executive
Mark Caims said given the volume
of New Zealand exports that go out

through the port it was important to -

have high-quality road and rail links.
“We have a pretty good rail link
and it's great to see the Northern Link
is getting a good chunk of money.”
Cairns had not had a chance to
look at the full details of the package
but he paid credit to the local mayors
and chairs who had worked together
to come up with a regional package
to get the roading sorted.
Tauranga Chamber of Commerce
chief executive Matt Cowley said the
Tauranga Northern Link was “long

overdue”.

“It's been needed for a-couple of
years, I'd say it's more a sense of relief
than celebration,” he said.

“The future, however, needs to be
focused on State Highway 29 [and]
our connection between Hamilton
and Tauranga ...

Lyall Thurston, chairman of the
Bay of Plenty Regional Council's re-
gional transport committee, agreed
thelink was overdue. “It’s awonderful
step forward,” he said.

It was a fribute to previous West-
emn Bay of Plenty leaders for “the
pressure brought to bear on the Gov-
emment’, he said.

— Additional reporting Zoe Hunter,
Carmen Hall
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