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Homes shortfall |
at critical levels,
councillors told

Drastic consequences if more land is not freed up, report warns

Kiri Gillespie

auranga’s elected leaders

have been told there is no

silver bullet to the city’s

housing crisis, which is pre-
dicted to become much worse in the
years ahead.

A report commissioned by Tau-
ranga City Council reveals a shortfall
of 1000 homes within the next three
years. That figure is expected to
spiral to nearly 5000 in the next four
to 10 years.

The Vero Property Service report
was presented to the Urban Form
and Transport Development Com-
mittee meeting yesterday, where it
highlighted drastic consequences if
land was not urgenily zoned and
freed up for development.

Green light for $9m pond at Papamoa
@ Tauranga City Council has agreed to move ahead with construction of a $9
million stormwater facility in PApamoa east known as Pond G.

@ The construction of the pond is believed to enable to build of 100 new
homes in the Wairakei area by July 2020.

@ The council voted unanimously to progress the construction despite a lack
of certainty of NZ Transport Agency funding as part of the proposed

Papamoa east interchange.

“/The pond helps avoid re-consenting risks and costs and also helps
enablement of a future town centre in the area.

Tauranga has just 18 months of
greenfield subdivision capacity left.

However, the council’s
timeframes for delivering suitable
and significant new development in
new growth areas such as Te Tumu,
Tauriko West and Omokoroa were at
least another five years to go, the
report stated.

Council city infrastructure and

planning manager Andrew Mead

told councillors it was “critical” to
progress current development plans
such as Tauriko West, Te Tumu and
Smith's Farm under urgency.

Such actions might help alleviate
the shortfall in the medium term but
it appeared there was little that could
be done to prevent the immediate
undersupply of homes within the
next three years, Mead said.

“This is not just about managing

Classic Builders director Peter
Cooney at Tauriko West, a proposed
housing development site the
council has been urged to progress

with, under urgency. Photos / File

Project on to clean plagues of fallen soldiers

Rebecca Mauger

War grave plaques are to be restored
at Waihi Cemetery and historic
stories will be uncovered.

A combined initiative is being
undertaken to restore veterans' war
grave plaques and headstones which
have fallen into disrepair as part of
the New Zealand Remembrance
Army’s grave restoration project.

Soon the 400 plaques in the RSA
section of Waihi Cemetery will be
cleaned and brought back to new by
volunteers who may also help inves-
tigate the stories behind the fallen
men buried at the cemetery. The
project has been taken on locally by
Waihi Heritage Vision, Waihi
Memorial RSA and Keep Waihi Beau-
tiful. “The restoration and cleaning of
the headstones and old bronze
plaquesis only part of the project. Part
of this restoration is to find out about
the service people buried in our
Waihi RSA Cemetery,” says Krishna
Buckman from Waihi Heritage Vision.

Buckman is an ex-servicewoman

(mavy) with a strong connection to
service in the military. She feels this
is a way of making sure stories are
not forgotten. “My parents are buried
here in the RSA cemetery. My father
was an engineer in the Pacific during
World War I and my mother a mem-

Finding the historic
stories will be part
- of the Waihi war
grave restoration
project. Pictured is
RSA president
Ellen Henderson,
Waihi Heritage
Vision volunteer
Baillie Scott, Keep
Waihi Beautiful's
Anne Marie Spicer
and Waihi Heritage
Vision’s Krishna
Buckman. 2
Photo / Rebecca Mauger

ber of the Women's Royal Naval
Service. My father-inilaw is also
buried here. He served with the army
in Italy during World War II with the
tanks and always suffered effects
afterwards.”

Buckman knew abouit the national

How toresearcha

soldier’'s name

@ Go to Auckland War Memorial
Online Cenotaph. Click on “person
search”. In the “search filters” type
in your soldier’s service number.
Here you can find what they did
before enlisting, where they lived
and their next of kin. Then lay a
digital poppy in remembrance of
the person.

restoration project — which aims to
see all New Zealand's war graves
cleaned and restored by December
2020 — and with the Waihi 100
Armistice Commemorations held last
year plus with the success of the
“cross of crosses”,

She realised that many Waihi fam-
ilies have stories to tell of their family
members who served.

Waihi Memorial RSA president
Ellen Henderson also had a word to
Buckman about the general state of
the RSA section at the cemetery.
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population growth ... this is about

community. There are broader -

implications around jobs and
economic growth, housing
affordability, housing inflation, hous-
ing stress and homelessness and
rough sleeping.

“There are also broader council

implications financially.
“There is no silver bullet.”
Meads' comments follow a pre-
sentation fto councillors from
Bluehaven chief executive Nathan
York and Classic Builders’ Peter

- Cooney.

York said the consequences were

i

Tauranga City Councillor John

Robson says the city is in “crisis”
and more needs to be done to
address its housing and transport
issues.

City councillor Larry Baldock says a
report that reveals the reality of
Tauranga’s housing problem is
proof of how serious the situation is.

far more dire than what the report,
which included retirement villages,
made out.

York told councillors that without
the villages, the numbers were
“‘much worse”. “There are reserva-
tions and concemns with the report.
There’s a significant lack of housing

“the

supply in this jurisdiction. It was
much worse than what is contem-
plated in the report. This is a serious
issue as it stan

Cooney said the city was in “dire
straits” and a lack of faith in the
council’s ability to supply land had
prompted developers to seek work
elsewhere.

“Regionally, I believe we will be
the worst hit area in New Zealand
over the next four to six months. I
know that from the numbers from
around the couniry.”

Cooney said the council was
especially risk-averse and spent too
much time and money on consulta-
tion “and people have mmby syn-
drome”.

The answer lay with infilling
existing land and “just getting the job
done”, Cooney said.

Councillor John Robson said the
report didn't offer much hope. “This
confirms what the developers told
us, what the levels of homelessness
have told us, and what the market
has told us. There’s a consistent
message here.”

Robson said the issue of transport
needed to be considered in line with
developments and the council has
had the balance wrong.

“Without a fransport system in
place to complement it, we have the
city that we've got now, which is a
city in crisis.”

Committee  chairman  Larmry
Baldock said the report was “con-
firmation that this is not us playing
games with the Government”.

“We have a problem . .. we are not
making this up.”

Councillors voted unanimously to
reports recommendations,
which included urgent progress to
fast forward new residential devel-
opments.

at Waihi

Volunteers recently had a big tidy-up.

Part of the grave restoration will
include asking volunteers to research
a name on a headstone/plaque they
are restoring.

“It is a way of connecting people
today to our forgotten stories from
ouwr Waihi community,” Buckman
says.

Cleaning of the headstones and
bronze plaques is not cheap. Waihi
Heritage Vision is asking for
donations as well as volunteers.
Cleaning of each plague can take up
to five months as it involves using
cleaning agents for oxidation, resto-
ration materials and sealant. Each
stage may involve two to three coats.

Buckman says when someone
takes on the responsibility of restor-
ing a plaque, they will form a special
connection to that person.

If you would like to be
involved, contact Krishna on
027 309 4181 or 863 8455 or
email wkbuckman@xtra.co.nz

White Supremac:|st flyer drop in suburb

Jean Bell

The delivery of white supremacist
flyers to Otumoetai homes in recent
days has surprised ethnic commun-
ity leaders.

Residents were appalled to find
flyers in their mailboxes in recent
days headlined ‘It's alright to be
white” that pointed readers to the
website of an extremist group that
promoted white supremacy.

The flyer, which says it is from a
group the Bay of Plenty Times has
chosen not to name, called for white
people to awake and “save the white
race”. “You haveno need to say ‘sorry’
because you are Nature’s Finest,” it
said.

Shakti Community Council service
delivery manager Margie Agaled was
surprised to hear about the leaflets.
She said the March 15 attacks on two
Christchurch mosques, allegedly
carried out by a white supremacist,
had left some ethnic communities
uneasy and the distribution of such
flyers in Tauranga added to this con-
cem.
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The pamphlet in question.

Photo / Flle

Multicultural Tauranga president
Ann Kerewaro said the pamphlets
were ‘ridiculous”. “I think someone
has too much time on their hands.”

Tauranga Mayor Greg Brownless
said any of the pamphlets left around
should be tossed straight in the bin.

“I see nature’s finest and worst

from all comers of the earth.”

He did not think the flyer posed
a threat as it did not appear to make
any threats.

A police media spokeswoman said
police received three reports of
leaflets. being delivered to a
concentrated area in one Tauranga
suburb last week. :

People in and around Otumoetai
told the Bay of Plenty Times they had
received one, with one resident
speculating the drop had been made
at night. “No one’s seen them.”

She found the flyer “vile and racist”
and “appalling”. “We have an Indian
family and several Maori families just
up the road. I hate that they might
now feel unsafe.”

The Bay of Plenty Times asked the
police if the group identified in the
flyers was known to them, what steps
the police were taking to protect
potentially vulnerable communities
and how concerning the distribution
of the leaflets was.

A police spokeswoman said any-
one with information about the origin
of the flyers should contact police on
105.

Three hurt in smash

Three people were taken to
hospital with moderate injuries
following a three-vehicle crash in
Ngongotaha yesterday afternoon.
A police media spokeswoman said
police were called to State Highway
36, near Waiteti Rd, and one person
was initially trapped. The road is
one of the main routes between
Rotorua and Tauranga.

Delays likely on

Delays can be expected on State
Highway 2 between Waihi and
Katikati as roadworks take place.
Contra-flow traffic management
will be in action for an unknown
length of time. The roadworks are
being done for safety
improvements on the road.

Green kiwifruit firm

Bay of Plenty kiwifruit company
Trevelyan's are doing their bit to go
green by reducing their carbon
footprint and working towards
operating as sustainably as
possible. The company released its
fifth annual Sustainability Report
which indicated its carbon dioxide
emissions had declined by 58 per
cent per tray since 2010. The
company said it also diverted more
than 300 tonnes of waste away
from landfill last year and reduced
the volume of waste going to
landfill to 33 tonnes a year.

Night walk open to all

The Papamoa Hills Night Walk
event will celebrate its 10th
anniversary this weekend. The
walk supports the work of the
Breast Cancer Support Service
Tauranga Trust and will be held
this Friday and Saturday. This year,
anyone over the age of 10 will be
able to join in, removing the age
restrictions in place in the past. The
Friday walks are scheduled from
6pm, while Saturday’s will start at
5.30pm. The walk, over a 5km
course, is based in Papamoa Hills
Regional Park. Anyone interested
must book in advance and the cost
is $29 per walker. Tickets can be

‘purchased on the Breast Cancer -

BOP website or by phoning 07
5713346.

‘Healer’ charged

Tokoroa Police have arrested and
charged a man with indecent
assault after receiving a complaint
from a member of the public. Police
say the man is alleged to have
performed indecent acts on men
and women under the guise of
curing people of cancer in New
Zealand, Australia and some Pacific’
Islands. He is due to appear in the
Tokoroa District Court on Tuesday,
June 25. Police believed there
might be further victims who were
yet to come forward and said in a
statement they encouraged
anyone with information to contact
them.
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