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Big ideas for the Bay

Four options include subsidised passenger rail and mix of higher-density centres and medium-density villages

Samantha Motion

assenger rail from

Paengaroa to Omokoroa.
Ferries between the Mount
and CBD. Park and ride hubs.

- Light rail. Double-decker buses.
These are some of the big ideas in
four new visions for what living and

getting around in Tauranga and the -

Western Bay could look like 50 years
from now.

They are published in the interim
report of the Urban Form and Trans-
port Initiative, set up last year to
prepare a pitch for long-term govern-
ment transport funding for the sub-
region.

The options model a transport
network to support four different
growth scenarios, accommodating a
predicted population increase of
200,000.

They describe where new com-
munities would be built, which
existing areas could be intensified
and what transport options would be

needed for people and freight to get
around.

The initiative is a collaboration
between Smartgrowth and the NZ
Transport Agency involving the Tau-
ranga City, Western Bay District and
Bay of Plenty Regional councils and
iwi.

Its project director, Robert
Brodnax, said the team started with
nine options, but some had not
stacked up as well as others.

Abandoned concepts included try-
ing to make Tauranga compact
through heavy CBD intensification,
plonking a town for 40,000-plus
people out east, and growing inland
away from the hazard-prone coast.

The final four will go through
further feasibility tests and
investigations to produce one pre-
ferred option — likely a combination
of ideas — by April next year.

Brodnax said the “base case” op-
tion of the four was essentially a
“worst-case scenario” of the current
planning direction called “dispersed
growth”, with low densities in new
areas and minimum intensification
everywhere else.

“We would end up having to build
lots and lots of roads and the model-
ling shows us those roads will be
congested, so it will be difficult for us
to move around.”

Brodnax said all options included

rapid public fransit along Cameron
Rd. A rapid public transit network
beyond Cameron Rd was “at the core”
of all options except dispersed
growth.

Modes could start with very fre-
quent buses including double-
deckers and upgrade to trackless
frams or light rail as patronage
increased.

“As the city grows, we are going

continued on A2
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. [Don’t allow our
= |ciggy profits to
go up in smoke

- Want to quit smoking?

@ Contact the Bay of Plenty stop
smoking service Hapainga on
0800 427 246.

auranga dairy owners say
their income would go up
in smoke if calls to ban the
retail sale of agarettes were
enforced.

One owner said half their weekly
income was from tobacco sales,
while another dairy worker said
people were buying cheaper cigar-
ettes rather than quitting.

This comes as the price of fobacco
was hiked 11.4 per cent when the New
Year ticked over.

Maori public health organisation
Hapai Te Hauora wants tobacco to
be phased out from dairies to reduce
the safety risk to dairies and
smokingrelated illness.

Mihi Blair, general manager of the
national tobacco conftrol advocacy
service at Hapai Te Hauora, said the

organisation supported ‘restricting
tobacco sales to fewer, more heavily
regulated outlets with the end goal
being no retail sales at all”.

This would “de-normalise smok-

ing” and reduce smoking rates, while

making dairies less of a target for

Meanwhile, two Tauranga dairy
owners, who wished to remain
anonymous, said their businesses
would be affected by banning
tobacco products.

One said shop sales were about
$10,000 a week and about half of that
was from cigarette sales.

Only a small margin was made on
the sales as the real money maker
was the add-on purchases that cus-
tomers made, he said.

“There’s a supermarket on every

Dairy owners against idea to stop them selling cigare.;t‘te_sﬁ

comer where most items are
cheaper. Customers will come in to
buy cigarettes but they will also buy
lollies and a drink.”

He said he was not opposed to
banning the sale of cigareties but
small businesses would need sup-
port and advice to help navigate the
aftermath.

Another dairy owner said while
robberies where cigarettes were
targeted had increased in the past
‘two or three years, tobacco sales
made up a sizeable amount of the
shop’s profit which was worth the
risk.

“We're not worried about people

stealing cigarettes as insurance can
cover the cost, but we are worried
about being hurt [during a robberyl,”
he said.

A worker at Arataki Superette,
who wished to be known only as
Trevor, said it was a “debatable topic”
as it brought in money but dairy
owners were conscious about the
health impacts of cigarettes.

Tauranga dairy owners
say their income would
go up in smoke if calis to
ban the retail sale of
cigarettes were enforced.
Pho etty inages

Vision 2020 planning includes focus on

continmed from Al

to need to move people around the
city differently,” Brodnax said. “We
can't all continue to move in cars. We
just can't simply build enough
motorway.”

A ‘rail enabled growth” option
would put that network mainly in the
existing rail corridor — passenger rail
snaking from Paengaroa along State
Highway 2, over the Matapihi Bridge
to The Strand then Otumoetai, Matua,
Te Puna and Omokoroa.

Little medium-density villages
would spring up around stations.

Brodnax said towns smaller than
Tauranga around the world had pas-
senger trains, so it was possible.

“The decision is what you choose
to fund. For a rail system to wash its
face — to be economically viable
without a good amount of public
subsidy — you need a population of
about 350,000 people. But you could
choose to subsidise rail.”

Subsidising rail could make it hap-
pen quicker, or the city could plan
ahead to be ready to go when the
population was big enough to support
it through fares.

“Cities that make that decision
early manage the fransition better.”

The system would likely require
some double-iracking given the in-
creasing importance of rail in Port of
Tauranga freight operations.

An unresolvable clash with port
operations would be a “show-
stopper” for passenger rail, Brodnax
said.

Two other options would see the
Matapihi Bridge (with agreement
from mana whenua) used to give
priority to public transport, not neces-
sarily trains.

Brodnax said the “connected
urban villages” option emphasised
rapid public transport throughout the
ceniral city and spreading out to all
major population centres, Omokoroa
in the west, Wairakei and Te Puke in

Cities that make
that decision early
manage the
transition better.

Robert Brodnax, project director

the east, Tauriko in the south and
Mount Maunganui in the north.
Areas around major interchanges
would have higher-density builds
with a mix of housing and shops.
The “two urban centres” option, on
the other hand, had ‘more of a
greenfield flavowr” with housing
growth through Tauriko and up SH29
to Omanawa Rd as well as between
Te Tumu and Te Puke.
It still had rapid transit but would
require some new roads.
Tauranga’s leaders backed the in*
itiative’s progress to date, but say the
options need a lot more work to test

their feasibility and costs.

Mayors Tenby Powell, of Tau-
ranga, and Garry Webber, of Western
Bay, said buses that could run onboth
rail tracks and road were an option
being considered for rapid transit.

Webber said future-proofing the
region was about finding ways to
make the best use of the transport
corridors that already existed.

He said the next stages would
involve a conversation with tax-
payers and ratepayers about the
costs involved, once those were
established.

Recent future planning feedback
indicated the public wanted theroads
and congestion fixed.

“They know this will cost money
and there is going to be some rate
increases. But the ratepayers are say-
ing just get on with it and stop
mucking around,” Webber said.

Powell said he had seen a lot of
investment pitches and “this is a
really good one” but the devil was in
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He said the “skyrocketing price” of
cigarettes did not prompt many
people to quit smoking.

“People are buying cheaper cigar-
ettes rather than quitting,” he said.

A Ministty of Health spokes-

" person said tobacco consumption

per capita had reduced by almost 40
per cent in the past nine years when
annual 10 per cent tobacco excise
increases have been applied.

The spokesperson said a 2018
report showed increasing the price
of tobacco continued to be the single
most effective tool for reducing
tobacco use, but better support was
needed for smokers finding it hard

“to quit.

Bay of Plenty District Health Board
population health portiolio manager
Sarah Stevenson said in the past
three years there had been an in-
crease in referral rates to Hapainga,
the free Stop Smoking Service.

Stevenson said restricting the
availability of tobacco outlets would
have different impacts throughout
the district because of the diverse
population.

“If you can only purchase tobacco
products in major supermarkets, this
will impact rural areas that do not
have a major supermarket,” she said.

“If the restriction is limited to only
dairies being able to sell tobacco
products there may be purchasing
behaviour change in larger towns.”

The DHB was in the final stages
of submitting a five-year smokefree
plan to the Ministry of Health.

A police spokesperson said cigar-
ettes and tobacco were desirable for
thieves as they are easily transport-
able and often on-sold quickly.

“Police are aware of the significant
impact robberies, including dairy

‘Tobberies, can have on victims and

we are determined to continue work-
ing to help bring offenders to ac-
count.”

the execution.

Vital to that was being able to get
some infrasbucture costs off
courcils’ already-stretched balance
sheets.

That was why councils would be
talking to the Government and the
private sector about co-investinent
opportunities and special purpose
investment mechanisms.

He envisioned SH29 becoming
the “main entrance” to Tauranga in
the future.

He also said the Port of Tauranga
needed to be the “centre of gravity”
in any transport planning for Tau-
ranga, especially given its 65 per cent
capacity for growth, enough to take

-the whole of Ports of Auckland.

Port of Tauranga chief executive .

Mark Caimns backed that, but said his
focus was on getting heavily con-
gested Totara St designated a state
highway, a “no-brainer” in his view.
The port's objective was to get as
much cargo as possible onto rail.

Ferrles Iookmg mcreasmgly vrable

Aferry serviceislooking
increasingly viable for Taurangaand
the Western Bay.

Economic development agency
‘Priority Oneis part-way througha
study intothe need for,and

' feasibility of, ferries.

Chief executive Nigel Tutt said so
farin the investigations, there had
been “nothing but positive
feedback”.

‘Butwe'vegotalong way togo

] anditwouldbealargeinvestment”

Atthis stage, the service
envisioned would require four
dedicated vessels making trips every
15to 30 minutes.. i

~ Stops could include Salisbury
Wharfin Mourit Maunganui, The
‘Strand in the Tauranga CBD and the
‘topofthe Omokoroa peninsula.

Itwould serve both commuters
and tourists:

‘Two ottheophonsdeVelopedby
the UrbamemandI'ransport

i

 Priority One chief executive Nigel Tutt.

~Initiative involveferry services—
onebetween the Mount and CBD,
* andtheotheradding on Omokoroa.

i

__ Tuttsaiditwould be anotherfour -
tosix monthsbefore the study could
makeanyﬂnalrecotmnend_aﬁons.' :
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 January

Friday, January 10
® Community Night Markets at
Bethlehem Hall. 5.30pm to 8.30pm.
Bethlehem Hall, 239 SH 2. Free.
@ Zee Market—Friday Night Village
Market. Historic Village Green. Every
Friday night, 5pm to Spm. Free
admission.

Friday, January 10 - Saturday,
January 11
® NZMen's and Women's Mid
Amateur Golf Tournament, Omanu
Golf Club, 12-6pm on Friday; 7.30am-
3pm on Saturday.
@ Friday, January 10- Thursday,
January 23: Summer of Shakespeare
2020- Love's Labour's Lost. Show
dates:January 10,12, 14-18,21-23.
Tickets available at
www.eventfinda.co.nz.
@ Katikati Plantand Produce Market. -
3.30pm-6pm. Katikati A&P
Showgrounds, Main Rd, Katikati.

. Enquiries contact Pauline on

549-2449.

Saturday, January 11
@ MountFestival of Multisport,
including the pinnacle event of the
festival, the Tauranga Half - 2km Swim,
90 km Bike and 21.1km run - Pilot Bay,
from 5am. :
® CultCinema Club. 5.30pmto
9.30pm. Village Cinema, The Historic
Village. $20 and booking fee.
culicinemaclub.com/buy-tickets.
@® Movieinthe Park. 6.30pm opens,
movie starts at dark. Music, food stalls
and movie, Wilson Park, Citrus Ave,
Waihi Beach.

Sunday, January 12
@ Sunday Sounds Good @ The
Mount. 7pm to 8pm. 137 Maunganui
Rd.Free. . )
@ Craigs Investment Partners NZ
Beach Hockey Championships 2020,
Mount Main Beach, from 9am-7pm.

Monday, January 13
@ BayActive Basketball Coaching
Clinic. 9amto 3pm. 81 Truman Lane,
Mount Maunganui. Child $37 per clinic.
Dates and booking information at

" bayactive.co.nz.

Tuesday, January 14 and Monday,
January 20: BayActive Funky Fun
Sports Coaching Clinic. 9am to 3pm.
81 Truman Lane, Mt Maunganui,
Trustpower Arena Baypark. Child $37
per clinic. Book at bayactive.co.nz.

Wednesday, January 15 and
Thursday, January 23
® BayActive Football Coaching Clinic.
9amto 3pm. 81 Truman Lane, Mt
Maunganui, Trustpower Arena
Baypark. Child $37 per clinic. Book at
bayactive.co.nz.

Thursday, January 16
@ BayActive Gymnastics Coaching
Clinic. 9amto 3pm. 81 Truman Lane,
Mt Maunganui, Trustpower Arena
Baypark. Child $37 per clinic. Book at
bayactive.co.nz.

Friday, January 17
® Summer Raceday. Tauranga
Racecourse. Free.
racingtauranga.co.nz.
® BayActive Netball Coaching Clinic.
9amto 3pm. 81 Truman Lane, Mt
Maunganui, Trustpower Arena
Baypark. Child $37 per clinic. Book at
bayactive.co.nz.

@ Zee Market—Friday Night Village -
Market. Historic Village Green. Every
Friday night, 5pm to 9pm. Free
admission.
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WHEN YOU BUV SELECTED STIHL PRODUCTS
PLUS OTHER BONUS DEALS IN STORE,

'STIHL HSA 56
COMPACT CORDLESS

HEDGETRIMMER KIT
(Includes AK 10 Battery

& AL 101 Charger)

 $445

STIHL FSA 56
COMPACT CORDLESS

LINETRIMMER KIT

(Includes AK 10 Battery
& AL 101 Charger)

STIHL MS 180
(16”) CHAINSAW

l - $425




