
OLD MAKETU: FURTHER NOTES -
J.J. PIERCY'S HISTORY OF MAKETU

Alister Matheson

This history of Maketu had its beginning in the autumn of 1976, when the author copied
a descriptrve and historical account of the place from the pages of lhe Bay of Plenty
Ilmes, September, 1880, and submitted it to the editor of lhe Historical Review, the
late Mr H.D. (Jack) London. Jack received it with enthusiasm and suggested it should
be published separately as a monograph. There were, however, a number of errors
and omissions in the short history which required correction and supplementary
material to fill the gaps. The anonymous author, incidentally, expected that his account
would attract criticism because of its inadequacies. A more substantial history of
Maketu seemed desirable. With this in mind, Mr London then enlisted the support of
the following to assist with the research:

Anton van der Wouden, Curator, Whakatane & District Museum; Errol
Westgate, Secretary, Whakatane Historical Society; lan Rockel, Director,
Rotorua Museum; lan Gibson, Principal,  Maketu School; H.D. Bruce, ret ired,
Oxford, England.
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The watertront at Maketu, 21 February 1937. Large hoxthorn bush (lett) was removed to
make way for the Arawa Centennial Memorial Monument unveiled in 1940. Right of bush
is Tokaparore, anchor or mooring stone of Te Arawa canoe, with beacon superimposed"
Photo: Whakatane Museum & Gallery P5014.

Since that time some of the above have died, Messrs London (1980), van der Wouden
(1994) and also H.D. Bruce, and Mr Rockel has left Rotorua. The author has, however,
continued with the research with the assistance of Errol Westgate and lan Gibson and
published a number of articles on the subject of Maketu. lt also seemed desirable to
discover the identity of the anonymous author, who was clearly an intelligent and
educated man, and this was soon ascertained from clues within the narrative to be one
James John Piercy. Further research revealed that Piercy had been postmaster at
Maketu from 1862 to 1871 and that he died at Maketu on 15 July 1883 at the age of
57. The onlv information about himself or his familv recorded on his death certificate
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was that his occuDation was 'native interoreter' and that his father had been a
'professor of mathematics'. ln a brief report of his death in the Bay of Plenty Times, 17
July 1883, noted were the several positions he had held in the Government service in
Auckland and remarked that at Maketu "his uniform kindness and goodwill ... had won
the respect of all who had been brought in contact with him". To this the New Zealand
Herald,25 July 1883, added that the "deceased was a man of considerable intellectual
ability and literary attainments"" The Bay of Plenty Times o'f 26 July, though, carried a
full obituary:

This lamented gentleman whose death on Sunday 15'" inst at Maketu was
announced in the Bay of Plenty Times, was the son of Mr Piercy, late professor
of Mathematics at the Military College at Sandhurst, amongst whose numerous
pupils were Sir George Grey and the late Judge Beckham. The late Mr Piercy
was educated in France and was intended by his father for the medical
profession to which however he soon took a great dislike, and left England for
New Zealand where he landed in Auckland in 1848 [actually 1846] at the age of
22. Here he found employment in the Road Department under Mr Reader Wood
and on the breaking up of the road parties in '1849, was appointed 2"d Clerk to
the Resident Magistrates' Court, Auckland, where by diligence and
oerseverance he soon mastered the manifold duties which there were included
in that office. Mr Beckham being at once Resident Magistrate (R-M.),
Commissioner of Police, Sheriff, Principal Returning Officer, and eventually
District Judge, under the combination of these offices Mr Beckham received the
most valuable assistance from Mr Piercy which did not pass unrecognised nor
was the appreciation of Mr Piercy's ability confined to the head of his
department, for from more than one Chief Jusiice did he receive high
recommendations for the conspicuous manner in which depositions and other
papers were prepared by him for the Supreme Court

Close-up image of the Beacon for shipping on Tokaparore, bow anchor
or mooring stone of Te Arawa canoe, Maketu, 21 February 1937.
Photo: Whakatane Museum & Gallery P5014.

The Hon. W. Swainson, then Attorney General, having become the first
Speaker of the Legislative Council under the new Constitution, appointed Mr
Piercy clerk, who was clerk in the Resident Magistrate Court, clerk in the District
Coud, and clerk of the Legislative Council. These offices he continued to hold
for several years, until about 1860, when circumstances occurred which need
not further be averted to which led to his severance from the Government
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Service and retiring to Maketu where he was connected by family ties, living
there the remainder of his life, nearly a quarter century, in a state of isolation
from which even the offer of employment with the prospect of a handsome
pension failed to tempt him. While in the service of the Government he joined
the Masonic Fraternity and soon became a distinguished member of that
honourable order.

A search of the early records in the libraries, museums and archives of New Zealand
brought to light some information about Maketurs second postmaster. lt appears that
early in 1846 relations between James John Piercy and his father John Piercy had
deteriorated to such an extent that the father wanted his son removed as far away from
England as possible. This difficulty could perhaps have arisen from young Piercy's
dislike of the medical profession, which was so desired for him by his family. Piercy
senior, who was obviously concerned about his son's future, enlisted the aid of his
friend and colleague on the staff of the Royal Military College, Sandhurst, Professor
John Narrien. The latter gentleman wrote to Governor Grey in New Zealand, who was
a former student of Sandhurst. The following is an extract from Narrien's letter
(Auckland Public Library):

... my friend has requested me to solicit your good offices, when his son may
arrive, to assist him in his endeavours to procure some situation in which he
may obtain the means of living, He does not ask for a post of honour and high
emolument well knowing that such posts must be nearly as scarce at the
antipodes as they are in England...

The "execution stone", or "Pipi's chopping block", Maketu,21 February 1937.
Photo: Whakatane Museum & Gallery P5067.

Apart from the chief posts already mentioned as having been held by Piercy, a job as
interpreter to the Royal Engineer Department was accepted by him in a letter to the
Civil Secretary, dated 16 April 1 849. And besides being postmaster at Maketu from
1862 to 1871, he was clerk to the Bench at Maketu from 1864 to 1869. In August 1871
he was appointed a Licensed Interpreter, and it was in this capacity no doubt that he
became familiar with the tfaditions of the Arawa people at sittings of the Native Land
Court. In the 1870s he is known to have served as Returning officer during
Parliamentary and County Council elections. He was also at one time the Bay of Plenty
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Iimes agent at Maketu, and it is almost certain that he was the paper's correspondent
there. lt seems likely, too, that he had been the Maketu correspondent of lhe Dailv
Southern Cross in 1864 and later.

Piercy's private residence at Maketu, after he ceased to be postmaster early in 1871,
was probably on the flat in the township area. At any rate, when the Bay of Plenty Times
correspondent reported a destructive whirlwind at Maketu, in September 1880, he stated
that his (the correspondent's) residence was within 50 yards of Retreat Tapsell's house.
When Piercy was postmaster he apparently lived up on Hinekopiri ridge, south of the
township, as indicated by the Easf Coast Parliamentary Electoral Roll.

J.J. Piercy's identity as the author of the history of Maketu published in the Bay of
Plenty Times, September 1880, was discovered in the following manner. As the
anonymous author related in his narrative, he accompanied Captain St George, Dr
Nesbitt and Captatn Moore on a journey from Ohake to Oruanui (Taupo district) in
1868 (actually early in 1869). Captain J.c. St George's diary (Alexander Turnbull
Library) reveals that the four men made the journey on '12 January 1869 and that Dr
Nesbitt (the R.M. as well as Medical officer of the Maketu-Rotorua district) was to hold
a court at Oruanui. Piercy, who is mentioned by name, was presumably present in his
capacity as clerk to the Bench (or R.M. Court) at Maketu. lt would have been as the
result of intelligence gathered on this inland journey that Piercy wrote to Mr. H.T.
Clarke, Civil Commissioner at Tauranga, that a general rising of Maori was to take
place in the Waikato, from whence it was intended to attack Rotorua, Tauranga and
Hauraki. Clarke reported the matter to the Government in March 1869 (see A
Centennial History of Tauranga 1940, p. 301 ).

To the following edited versions of Piercy's essays on the history of Maketu have been
added an additional article on that historv: Fort Colvile Pukemaire Redoubt.
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Unveiling of the Arawa Monument at Maketu, 2 January 1940-
Photoi Auckland Weekly News,10 January 1940.
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THE TRADITIONAL HISTORY OF THE ARAWA PEOPLE

J.J. Piercy

The story of the arrival in New Zealand of Te Arawa canoe and its landing at
Maketu with the ancestors of the Maori people belonging to the Arawa
confederation of tribes, who took possession of the country from Maketu to
Rotorua, Taupo and beyond to Wanganui, and their subsequent history in the
new land has been well and fully told by Don Stafford fle Arawa 1967), Enid
Iapseil (Historic Maketu 1940) and others. Instead of repeating the tribal
history as related by these authors, it has been decided to reprint the version
recorded in 1880 by J.J. Piercy, who was a resident of Maketu from 1862 to
1883. A licensed interpreter who worked in the Native Land Court at Maketu, he
would have been thoroughly familiar with the traditions of Te Arawa.

The traditional history of the Arawa tribe as handed down from father to son is very
voluminous, and varies in detail when given by different tribes, but in the main, it is
pretty much alike. They all admit this fact that the Arawa canoe arrived here from
Hawaiki - the real position of which has never been decided - some twenty
generations ago, and, putting down a generation at about twenty-five years, we arrive
at some approximate time when they came here.

There are two rocks at Maketu which are pointed out to visitors as the bow and stern
anchors of their canoe, that of the bow being called 'Tokaparore' and the other
'Tuterangiharuru'. This, however, must be taken cum grano salis, in as much as the
rocks in question weigh many tons. There is also shown a clump of trees -
Hangehange (geniostoma ligustrifolium) - which is said to have sprung from the skids
that were placed under the canoe when it was landed on shore. Tradition also stated
that some years ago the canoe and trees were burnt, and the present ones have
sprung up from the roots of the originals, which were not destroyed by the fire" This
place has been until very recently highly 'tapu' or, to use ihe common English
expression, 'tabooed', even now some natives will not go there...

Tokaparore, bow anchor or mooring stone of Te Arawa canoe with diving board
superimposed, Maketu, Labour Weekend 1976.
Photo: Whakatane Museum & Gallery H523.
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The Arawa canoe, on its migration from Hawaiki, is said to have had on board amongst
others Hei, Tia, Tamaiekapua, Ngatoroirangi and Oro. lt is very difficult to obtain a
correct account of what became of these ancestors, each tribe having a different
version, and as one tradition is as likely to be correct as another, I will give what I have
heard on the subject. To go through the whole hrstory recounting when ihey were
successful and when otherwise, would be too lengthy and on the whole, not very
interesting, as any one who is versed in Maori lore knows that the native in describing
any event or series of events is very particular in his minutiae. However, it must be
taken with the rest as I said before cum grano salis:

Hei and Tia are said by some to have gone by the way of Te Awa-o{e-Atua, Matata to
Tarawera and Taupo, Oro to have gone westward, and the remainder to have stopped
behind at Maketu. Tamatekapua has many descendants, the great-carved house at
Ohinemutu, Rotorua, is named after him. He was a noted thief, hence the Maori
proverb, "ka mahi te iwi a Tamatekapua", "thus work the descendants of Tamatekapua"
- in reference to any person being caught thieving. Two of his descendants
Kahumatamomoe and Tawakemoetahanga, died at Makeiu, but he himself, after
quarrelling with his son, was driven away by him and died at Moehau, Cape Colville.
From Tawakemoetahanga came Uenukumairarotonga, the father of Rangitihi. This last
individual is one of the great ancestors of the Arawa tribe, and in tracing their descent
they generally commence with him.
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Tuterangiharuru, stern anchor or mooring stone of Te Arawa canoe, Maketu, 1974. Seated
on the stone are long-time rcsident of Maketu, the late Monica Holloway, her son David
and a friend.
Photo: Holloway Family"

He [Rangitihi] had for wives, three sisters, Rongomaiturihuia, Kahukare and
Manawakatakoto [?Manawakotokoto] by whom he had several sons, one of them being
Kawatapuarangi - the name of Fox's carved house and an ancestor of Ngatipikiao. He
had also another son who, according to Maori law, was not legitimate, Tuhourangi, his
mother having been seduced by Rangitihi from her allegiance and lawful lord. After
Rangitihi's death the whole of his descendants went inland and occupied the lake
country, hence the claim of the Maori people to the inland districts.
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Another account is that Tia called Rangiuru the takapu or belly of his son Tapuika, and
that on his arrival in the Arawa he apportioned to himself the whole of the lands
between Kaituna and Otawa, and that Hei, father of Waitahanuiahei took possession of
the country lying between Waihi and Kaituna, extending to the Waiwhakareto, and that
district between Waihi and Matata was claimed by Waitahaturauta. Whence ihese
people came is doubtful. Other historians state that Ngatoroirangi did not remain at
Maketu but went to Taupo by way of Matata and Kaingaroa. On the other hand it has
been asserted that th is indiv idual  was a ' t ipua'  i .e. ,  a gobl in or demon or myth.

The oral records differ, as to by whom the Arawa tenitory was first invaded, some
asserting that a combination of tribes, consisting of Haeremarire, Tururumauku, Te
Raupongaowhewhe [? Raupongaoheohe, Raupongaowheowhe, vide "Te Arawa", p
1941 and Tawaraririki f?Tawarariki] came from the east, occupying Opahiko and
Rangiuru. They at first lived peaceably with their neighbours, the Tapuika, but
subsequently murdered their chief Marukukere. Tapuika not being strong enough to
avenge his death had to eat the leek, until Mokotangatatahi, his sister Puriti's son,
roused up his tribe; they attacked and completely routed the interlopers, and the
remnants departed and were no more to be seen.

Tuterangiharuru, stern anchor or mooring stone of Te Arawa canoe, with beach sand
washed away, July 2003.
Photo: Terry Chater.

On the other hand, it is affirmed that Te Rangihouhiri and his people, the progenitors of
the Ngaiterangi tribe of Tauranga, who also came from the east, were first upon the
scene. lt is, however, an admitted fact that both parties came, but which arrived first I
presume is immaterial. The advent of these people arose from Ngakohua, a younger
brother of Tatahua and son of Ruangutu, the principal chief of the Tapuika having
married a Ngatiawa woman. Torohangataringa, of the same tribe as Te Rangihouhiri -
Ngakohua, gave up possession of his pa 'Ohara' [?Owhara] situated on the top of the
cliffs above Waihi, to his wife's connections, and ioined his brother Tatahua at
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Maraekura, on the banks of the Ngatoro. They remained for some time living in a state
of friendship until one of them called Te Werapinaki, murdered Tatahua's daughter,
Punaka [?Punoho], on the border of her culiivations at Ohineahuru, for laughing at a
burn on his face. No discovery took place for ten days, when her father, being attracted
by a hawk flying over her grave, found where she was buried. She was exhumed, the
cause of her death ascertained, and the life of her presumed slayer taken in payment.

Fighting then commenced between these two tribes and at an engagement that took
place at Poporohuamea, a gully lying midway between Maketu and Waihi, Te
Rangihouhiri was slain. The death, however, of this chief did not terminate their
quarrels; they continued fighting with varied success until Tapuika, being deserted by
their allies Waitaha who had returned to Tauranga, and finding their numbers
considerably diminished, sued for peace, which they obtained and Ngatirangihou hiri
went to Tauranga to attack Waitaha, where they have remained ever since.

We next hear of Ngatiwhakahinga, who also came from the east. They, like the former
tribes, at first lived in good fellowship, but subsequently commenced their quanels by
murdering a woman. This tribe also after a time succumbed and disappeared being lost
sight of, no one apparently knowing what became of them. From this period up to less
than thirty years ago war appears to have been their principal occupation, numerous
battles, murders, and forages having taken place between the Arawa, Ngaiterangi,
Ngatihe, Waikato and the Ngapuhi, from the north, with varied success on either side,
Maketu and Kaituna having been frequently occupied by different tribes and as often
deserted. In '1828 Ngaiterangi claimed a 'mana', or authority, over Maketu, as in that
year Tupaea, a principal chief of that tribe, sold it to Tapsell; and this claim on behalf of
his children has to a certain extent been recognised, by the Ngatiwhakaue having
given some small blocks of land to them [the actual date of Tapsell's land purchase at
Maketu was 8 November 1830 - see Richard Jones' Land Claim. National Archivesl.
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"Peace stone. Hepetema lseptember] 10, 1845". Maketu,21 February 1931. Rev. Thomas
Chapman recorded that he accompanied Te Arawa chiefs and people from Maketu to
Tauranga on 9 September 1845 (it was actually 16 Septembe4 to make peace with
Ngaiterangi after nearly ten years of war
Photo: Whakatane Museum & Gallery P4985.
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THE WAR OF 1864 AND ITS AFTERMATH

J.J. Piercy

ln 1864, after the troops were in occupation of Tauranga, many of ihe East Coast tribes
living between here and Poverty Bay, anxious to join the Ngaiterangi then in rebellion
against the Crown, asked permission from the Arawa to be allowed to pass through
their territory. Although many were willing to comply with this request, Tohi Te
Ururangi, a Ngatiwhakaue chief residing at Maketu, strenuously opposed their coming
this way, and eventually gained his point. The rebels finding they could not attain their
object, after coming along the coast to Otamarakau, or Waitahanui - a small settlement
about 10 miles from Maketu, and half way to Matata - where they were joined by a few
Ngatipikiao under Rirituku Te Puehu, turned inland with the intention of going via
Rotoiti. This having reached the ears of the Maketu-ites, they to a man turned out and,
joining the other tribes of Te Arawa, several engagements took place with the rebels at
Tapuaeharuru - on the eastern end of the Rotoiti Lake, where several casualties
occurred on both sides. On the departure of this war party Maketu was left with only
ten male Maori adults capable of bearing arms, and they remained behind simply
because they were too old to travel.

"Arawa Pa at Maketu, Oct. 1865. Artist warned off sketching the
gate and palisade. Name of the Maori Hoete Paeterori..."
Photo of wash drawing by H. G. Robley.
lmage: Rex Nan Kivell Collection, National Library of Australia.
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During the absence of these warriors on the war path, intelligence was received that
another party of rebels was on their road up and knowing that we were helpless they
intended to pass through, and we might look out for squalls. This scare only lasted a
day and a night, and during the day all the canoes were anchored in the middle of the
river, food and clothing put on board, and at sunset the ten old fellows were detailed to
go to Waihi to watch the ford, it having been prearranged that so soon as they should
discover any trace of the rebels attempting to ford they were to fire a volley and retreat
on Maketu as fast as they could.

This volley was to be a signal for the whole of the Europeans (two, I think) with the
women and children to embark on board the canoes and proceed up the Kaituna river
- leaving one canoe behind for the old fellows - where there would be found plenty of
shelter and means of hiding. Fortunately the night passed off quietly, and it was
subsequently ascertained that our expected visitors had followed the footsteps of their
brethren in arms and had joined them at Tapuaeharuru.

Major F.M. Colvile, commander of the garrison at Pukemaire pa, which
became known as Fort Colvile during the Tai Rawhiti incursion into Maketu in
April 1864.
Photo: The Elms Foundation.

This state of affairs being very unsatisfactory, the writer of this article on behalf of the
people here, forwarded an application to the authorities at Tauranga for military
protection, which after a little delay was granted, and 200 men under Major
Shuttleworth 68'" L.l. [Light lnfantry] embarked on board one of H.M. steamers lactually
H.M.S. "Miranda", Capt. R- Jenkins, took the troops on board at Tauranga in the
morning of 5 March 18641 to be landed at Maketu, but on arriving ouiside the bar it was
found to be too rough to allow troops to land; they therefore returned to Tauranga and
disbanded.
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Another detachment consisting of one company of the 43'" L.|., and one company of
the 68th L.1., and 30 men of the 3'd Waikatos under Ensign Way, the whole under the
command of Major Colvile, 43'd L.1., was detailed to proceed here overland, and they
accordingly reached here on the afternoon of the 11'n March, 1864. They encamped on
the beach that night, and the following day Major Colvile, after inspecting the country,
took possession of an old Maori pa - "Pukemaire" - which was subsequently called on
this account "Fort Colvi le".. .

Pukemaire was the best position that could be found, commanding the whole of the
surrounding district, excepting a range to the east of the road to Wa;hi, but as this was
fully 1,000 yards distant it would not be of much use to the enemy who it was known to
have no artillery, and it was not supposed to possess many rifles. lt was afterwards
proved that they had only four. Everything went on remarkably smoothly and well; the
redoubt was put in a good state of defence, all the inland tribes assembled at Maketu,
"The Pa" and "The Rahui Pa" were oalisaded with a double line of fence and rifle-Ditted
inside.

Fort Colvile, the name given to the Pukemaire pa site occupied by the military in 1864-66,
This photo is usually shown incorrectly as a print from a reversed negative.
Photo: Special Collections, Auckland City Libraries (N.2.) 4-452.

A detachment ofthe Forest Rangers under Major Drummond Hay and Captain Thomas
McDonnell (now Lieutenanlcolonel) were quartered in "The Pa" until the 21"1 April,
when one forenoon as Major Colvile and Ensign (now Captain) Way, accompanied by
an orderly, were paddling in a canoe up the Waihi river for the purpose of duck
shooting, they were suddenly fired upon by a party of 50 natives, who were lying rn
ambush amongst the sand hills on the other side of the river. Discretion being the
better part of valour, they at once left the canoe and made the best of their way to the
redoubt, distant about a mile. lt being dead low water they had a long beach, then a
steep ascent, a flat, a descent, and another ascent before the redoubt was reached.
The Major being swiftest of foot was the first to arrive at the base of the hill, when he
ordered out 1OO men under Captain Smith, 43'd L.l. Subsequently, every available man
was despatched to Waihi, where they remained till sunset. The enemy's fire at one
tlme was so hot that the troops had to retire one hundred yards. We had four
causalities on that occasion, but fortunatelv all flesh wounds.
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The following morning the military again proceeded to Waihi, where they found the
enemy in the same position, encamped amongst the sand hills on the other side of the
river. They remained there for some hours, and then returned to camp. The following
morning, Saturday, they went out for a couple of hours, but the ammunition running
short ihey retired on the camp. A messenger was despatched to Tauranga for
munitions of war and an Armstrong gun, and the next morning, Sunday, saw the
schooner Mavis arrive with ammunition and a nine pounder field piece, together with a
detachment of Royal Artillery under Lieut. Greer, R.A.

About noon the gun was placed in position, and as the rebels had crossed over the
river to this side during the night and had erected a long line of rifle-pits a shot was
fired to try the range, and in the afternoon several of the officers and non-
commissioned officers volunteered to go out and ascertain the correctness of the
range, and by means of preconcerted signals notify to Lieut. Greer whether the shells
fell short or otheMise; they also thought they might be able to draw the rebels from
their burrows, but they declined the invitation.

Maketu pa, Bay of Plenty, 1865, Horatio Robley, watercolour on paper.
Maketu from Fort Colvile (Pukemaire pa site), apparently drawn by the artist when he was
there in October 1865. Picture shows Maketu pa (right centre, middle distance) and Te
Rahui pa (teft, middle distance), Motiti Island (right, distance) and Mount Maunganui
(Mauao) (left, distance). whare in foreground more likely to be Maior Kirby's than Maior
Colvile's.
Photo: Museum of New zealand Te Papa Tongarewa 1992'0035-826.

That night the rebels advanced their line about three hundred yards, and the following
night they further approached the redoubt to the brow of the range that I have already
siated as being distant about 1,000 yards from and commanding the camp. The rebels
continued in possession of their quarters and shots were occasionally exchanged,
without any result. Then on 27 April, two warships appeared off Maketu.
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PANORAMIC VIEWS (
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Watercolour painting in four sections. Maketu, unknown artist and date [prohably about April 1864]. From the private collc
Chauncy, paymaster with the 4t' Regiment. The view seems so accurate it may have heen made from panoramic photogral
and 4t' Regiment was sti in Maketu. Te Rahui pa (centre), Maketu pa (left) and Fort Colvile (on skyline) were clea y prel
shown in the palisade of Maketu pa and said by J.J. Piercy to have been made from canoes are not to be seen in this view <
Tai Rawhiti at Otamarakau on 27 April 1864.
lmage: Tauranga City Libraries. Photo: J Baker.

Panorama of Maketu frcm Pukemaire Redoubt site, photographed by Anton van der Wouden, Labour Weekend 1976. M6
poplars and Nortolk lsland pine of "lvy lsle", former Spencer family property (left, middle distance). Sites marked on tanspa
Photo: Whakatane Museum & Gallery-



/IEWS OF MAKETU

rivate collection of Warren Crawford (England) who believes it may have been painted by his great grandfather Henry
I photograph from sand spit about April 1864, while leaves still on deciduous trees at Wharekahu mission station (right)
:learly prepared with palisades and earthworks, for any assault by Tai Rawhiti forces. The large carved gateways later
this view of Maketu pa. Douhtless the canoes the gateways were made from were among the twenty captured from the

d 1976. Maketu pa site (right, middle distance), Anglican church of Sf lhomas (centre right, middle distance), silver
on transparent overlay on original.



WARSHIPS IN MAKETU

Piercy's account of the expulsion of the East Coast (Tai Rawhiti) forces from the high
tableland above the Waihi river outlet at Maketu by naval gunfire is inaccurate. The
logbook of Captain Robert Jenkins R.N., (see Stafford 'The Tai Rawhiti expedition',
Historical Review, Aptil 1967 p-75-86) in command of the naval ships from on board
the Colonial gunboat Sandfly, gives the details:

Sandfty, accompanied by HMS Falcon sailed from Tauranga in the morning of
27 April 1864. Off Maketu, Ensign Langlands of the 43'd Regiment came on
board the Sandfly to point out the Tai Rawhiti positions.
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Captain H.F. Way (who married Emily Spencer at Maketu in 1874), c 1870s.
Photo: Frances Kenny.

According to Piercy, it came on to blow and Langlands could not be landed again. He
went with the ship to Tauranga where he was killed at the battle of Gate Pa
(Pukehinahina) on 29 April. Meanwhile at Maketu the Falcon was lined up to enfilade
the Tai Rawhiti entrenchments. However, before it could open fire the Tai Rawhiti
began their retreat along the beach towards Otamarakau. Captain Jenkins immediately
followed them in the Sandfly, shelling them along the way with his two twelve-pounder
guns.
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Shortly after noon, Falcon stopped shelling at Maketu and joined Sandfly off
Otamarakau, where both vessels shelled the extensive settlements lhere and Falcon
attacked the retreating forces until 3pm, when firing ceased. A body of "friendly natives"
was then seen advancing "along the track from Maketu". They occupied Otamarakau.
Meanwhile, at Maketu at daybreak in the morning the warships appeared, accordtng to
Piercy:

the enemy came into the gully at the base of the redoubt, fired a volley and
departed, crossing the Waihi and retreating down the coast. .. At noon the
troops marched out, and on reaching Waihi found it completely deserted, they
then set fire to what would burn. The rifle pits were ai a future period filled up
and destroyed. Major Hay and his Forest Rangers, followed by a large number
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Entitled "Seig [sic] of Maketu", this watercolour by an unknown artist depicts HMS Falcon
(left) and HM Colonial Gunboat Sandfly sfanding off the mouth of the Kaituna River
shelling Tai Rawhiti forces attacking Maketu, 27 April 1864. Maketu pa (left centre), Fort
Colvile (Pukemaire Redoubt) (centre), Wharekahu Mission Station (right).
Photo: Tauranga City Libraries.

OTAMARAKAU

The Arawa, having seized about twenty war canoes from the Tai Rawhiti at
Otamarakau, remained there overnight. Next day the fight continued towards Matata,
where it ended. According to Piercy, the East Coasters lost 150 men and the friendlies
lost only one man, "but he was a host in himself - Tohi Te Ururangi". Stafford however,
records that two of the friendlies were killed, including Tohi and about 50 of the East
Coast or Tai Rawhiti forces. Regarding Tohi, Piercy continues: He was shot about two
miles this side of Matata, and it is in his memory that the monument of Oamaru stone
previously spoken of was erected by the Government at Maketu.
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On his wife, who accompanied him, discovering that he was wounded unto death, she
obtained the services of a native [Nga Pomate] to load a rifle for her, and with it she
deliberately murdered Te Aporotanga, one of the rebels who had been taken prisoner,
and whose life had been spared through relationship to the Arawa. Through this act of
hers the Government refused to grant her a pension, but accorded it to Nga Tai, Tohi's
daughter, who since that period has been receiving €20 per annum.
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Ensign Langlands went aboard vessel Sandfly lo direct naval gunfire on Tai
Rawhiti forces at Maketu. Adverse wind prevented his landing again and forced
him to go to Tauranga, where he was killed at the Baltle of Gate Pa.
Photo: The Elms Foundation

That was the first and final visit of the rebels to Maketu, but the troops remained there
for some time, Major Colvile, the two companies of 43'd and 68th and the detachment of
the 3'd Waikatos, being subsequently relieved by Captain Oakley's company of the 68th
and Captain Moore and Taggett's companies of the l"tWaikatos, the whole under the
command of Major Kirby 68th L.l. In the early part of 1866 ihe lmperial troops left, so
also did the majority of the local forces, leaving however, a small detachment of 30
men under Captain M.N. Bower, 1"t Waikato... That gentleman is now Town Clerk of
the Borough of Napier.

Historical Review Vol 53 No 2, November 2005 62



THE AFTERMATH

After the final departure of the troops the next event of any consequence affecting this
dishict was the murder of Wi Popata - a resident of Maketu - the contract mailman for
conveying the mails overland between Tauranga and Opotiki. On this particular
occasion he was accompanied by a European - Mr" A.B. White. The deed took place
at Waiotahi, near Opotiki, and was committed by Tamaikowha of the Wiwera [Urewera]
tribe at the instigation, it is said, of Te Kooti. Their bodies were decaoitated and in the
case of Wi Popata, it was also disembowelled and left on the beach. The heads were
not found, and if I recollect rightly I do not think that White's body was ever discovered.
Wi Popata's corpse, in its mangled state, was brought to Maketu and buried in the
cemetery; the bones, however, have, according to Maori custom since been disinterred
and taken inland.

Captain M.N. Bower, commanding officer of the last troops stationed at Fort
Colvile, or Pukemaire Redouht, Maketu 1866.
Photo: Hawkes Bay Museum & Art Gallery 2409.

In consequence of this barbarous murder the Government decided upon locating some
Arawas at Ohiwa, and for that purpose 50 men were selected to occupy that post,
consisting principally of Ngatirangiwewehi; they were placed on pay - | believe only 1s
per diem - with sections of land guaranteed them.
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One of the principal chiefs of this party was to a certain extent livtng under a ban, and I
believe was sent there to get him out of the road and keep him quiet. He was a man of
intelligence and power, and was formerly a native assessor, but preferring another
man's wife to his own had to fly from his own settlement and take refuge among the
Hauhaus. However, as he has retrieved his character I do not deem it necessary to
ment ion his name, especial ly as lsee he has been recent ly appointed an assessor
under the Native Lands Court Act.

Dr W.K. Nesbitt, medical officer and resident magistrate at Maketu and
Rotorua, 1864-69.
Photo: Gisborne Museum

TE KooTI

Next came the Te Kooti panic. lt did not, however, have much effect on this
neighbourhood, although on one or two occasions reports reached us that he was in
the district, but I really believe he was never nearer than Whakatane. A number of
natives were engaged by the Government to watch the approaches to the district, but
nothing ever came of it excepting the expenditure of Government money. lt was often
wondered how he managed to hold communication across the Waikato river with the
King country, and lthink I have a clue to it. In the year 1868, journeying from Ohake to
Oruanui in company with the late Captain St George and Dr Nesbitt, together with
Captain Moore, formerly of the l"tWaikatos, while endeavouring to find the Huka falls,
through a country unknown to the whole of us, we lost our road and came suddenly on
a spot on the banks of the Waikato where we found a very small shanty erected, a
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kopapa - or small canoe, an old man and a young one. We naturally asked them what
they were doing in this out of the way place, there being no cultivations nor signs of
any. They appeared to be rather frightened and in a perturbed state of mind, and
replied that they had simply come to catch kokopu - a small fresh water fish. That was
their ostensible occupation was evident as they cooked us some, but I have grave
doubts if it was the real cause of their coming there. They were evidenfly in a state of
fidget, not wishing to tell us to go, at the same time not desiring our company. I am
under the impression that it was by this means that correspondence was maintained
between Te Kooti and his Hauhau friends.

since cessation of the Te Kooti panic nothing of any moment has occurred to disturb
the peace of the district. of course we are not more exempt than other olaces from
being occasionally the scene of a little strife, domestic or otherwise, but on the whole
we get on very well.
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Captain R. and Lieut. G, Glover of the 43rd Monmouth regiment, According to
Gilbert Mair, the latter, stationed at Maketu in 1864, went to he with his etder
brother in the assault of Gate Pa. The elder brother came out of the
engagement unscathed, Unaware of this the younger brother went searching
for him and was mortally wounded. The elder brother in turn went searching
for him and was shot dead.
Photo: The Elms Foundation.
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