
WHAREKAHU C.M.S. MISSION STATION, MAKETU

lhaia Te Ahu, 1861 -  1 870

When Chapman Ieft
Maketu in the winter of
1861 he was happy to
leave the mission station
and its duties in the hands
of his long-tried and faithful
teacher, lhaia Te Ahu, who
was afterwards ordained
deacon by Bishop William
Williams at Tauranga on 3
November that year. lhaia
had first come to Chapman
as a little boy at Kerikeri
Mission Station, Bay of
lslands, about 1832-33 and
had been with him ever
since. In his report to the
Church Missionary Society
at the end of 1861
Chapman remarked that he
had always behaved well
and had been a consistent
Christian since about 1844.

Belonging to Nga Puhi, who
were neutral in the
ferocious 1835-45 wars
between Te Arawa

Rev T.S. Gracell8l5-1870. The
former C.M.S. Missionary at Taupo,
he helped lhaia Te Ahu to open the
Maketu Church on 21 March 1869.

Alister Matheson
Tauranga

Rangirauaka Katarina
Hapimana (Catherine
Chapman). They had the
management of
Chapman's household.
lhaia became the principal
mission teacher and took
the Sunday services when
Chapman was i l l .  His
ability was acknowledged
by al l .

However, like Chapman,
lhaia's health suffered from
the cold climate of Rotorua
and in 1846 he and his
wife and children moved to
the branch station at
Wharekahu, Maketu,
where Chapman had a
house built the previous
year. lt was undoubtedly
Ihaia and his wife who
received Lieut.-Colonel
and Mrs Russell at
Wharekahu late in the
evening of 7 December
1850. The Russells, who

overland from Auckland toConfederation and the allied tribes of Waikato
(principally Ngati Haua of fMatamata, led by Te
Waharoa) and Ngaiterangi of Tauranga, lhaia
could ihus safely accompany Chapman on
visits to all these tribes. Indeed, at times he
was the "only native" who could travel with the
missionary. Nevertheless, when leaving
Tauranga at the height of the war in 1836,
with roving war parties, Chapman wrote in his
journal: "Commended myself and lad to God
and left for Rotorua."

In those times before his baptism the Nga
Puhi youngster was known as Te Ahu or
simply Ahu. About 1840 he married
Rangirauaka, of Ngati Riripo hapu of Te
Arawa, at Rotorua. She had been in the
Chapman household since '1835. They were
both baptised by the Rev. A.N. Brown of
Tauranga, at Rotorua on I May 1841, Te Ahu
taking the name lhaia (lsaiah) and
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were travelling
Rotorua via Tauranga recorded that they
found "two very intelligent Maoris in charge of
the House" who offered them bedding and
supper. In 1857 lhaia and his family spent
several months at the Te Paoa Mission
Station, Tauranga, while he studied for
ordination under Archdeacon Brown. He
furthered his studies at St. Stephen's
Institution, Auckland, during the autumn and
winter of 1858 and won a Bible for being first
in a class examination on 29 Aoril. However.
ill-health forced him to return to Maketu in
August.

The Bible won by lhaia and another Bible in
the Maori language belonging to the Rev.
William Goodyear were found during church
renovations at St. Thomas' Maketu in 1965 by
the late Monica Holloway, who was a Sunday
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School teacher during her residence at
Maketu from the late 1940s.

Shortly before lhaia's ordination, Bishop
Wil l iam Wil l iams, who was the Bishop of
Waiapu and stationed at Waerenga-a-hika,
Poverty Bay, stopped at Wharekahu on 29
October 1861 on his way along the Bay of
Plenty coast to Tauranga. At the Wharekahu
mission house he met lhaia and Mr Volkner,
who at that time was stationed at Tauranga.
Williams recorded that "Mrs lhaia" gave him a
good breakfast and afterwards he went
outside to talk with lhaia. Some of the leading
persons of Maketu came up "and we began to
korero and at last there was a good deal
drawn out which may tend to benefit".
Williams later had a good dinner of roast
mutton, new potatoes, taro, kumara and
asparagus and then continued his journey to
Tauranga. He had sent one of his party
(Rotu) ahead, so that when they reached the
Tauranga harbour before sunset Archdeacon
Brown was there to meet them in the mission
boat and they crossed over without delay. On
Sunday, 3 November, Bishop Williams
recofded in his journal:

Service at 9.30. Archdeacon Brown read
the first part of the service. At the end of
the third collect I preached the sermon and
oroceeded with the ordinaiion of lhaia Te
Ahu and Mr Spencer. At the Lord's Supper
about 56 were present. At English services
in the afternoon Mr Burrows read prayers
and Archdeacon Brown preached a very
good sermon, but it did not come well from
him "Do as I say not as I do". Mr Spencer
had service with the natives. Took tea at
Mrs Bakers."

Accompanied by Mr Spencer and his son
Timotheus and others, Williams returned to
Maketu on 7 November and was again "in
good quarters at Mr Chapman's house":

Gathered a beautiful nosegay and placed
this in the sitting room though only for a few
hours. Winiata Tohi came and gave the
news about Govr. Grey. Went to the pa to
prayers and after tea we had a runanga at
the school room. The first subject was a
priest to go to the Runanga. This was
settled by naming Rewi, a nephew of Tohi.
The second was the building of their church
and the third endowment fund. The two
last they promise to attend to.
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Williams left the next day for Opotiki.

Early in 1862 lhaia and his family were moved
out of the mission house to another bui lding at
Wharekahu to make way for new tenants:
Thomas Henry Smith and his family. Smith,
who had once seryed as Extra Interoreter at
Maketu, 1845-46, and as Resident Magistrate
at Rotorua, 1852-57, before becoming
Assistant Native Secretary at Auckland, was
appointed Civil Commissioner for the Bay of
Plenty on 7 March 1862. Having nowhere to
live in the district, he arranged with the Church
Missionary Society for lhaia to have the
building at Wharekahu containing the kitchen
and schoolroom and four acres of iand while
he and his family were to have the rest of the
premises, including the mission house and
five acres of land temporarily at a rent of f50
per annum. The Government was to allow
Smith the use of about 90 acres adjoining the
mission property and to pay him for any
improvements at valuation in the event of his
removal from Maketu.

In late March 1862 Smith brought his wtfe
Sophia (daughter of the missionary Charles
Baker) and children to Maketu from Auckland
via Tauranga by sea. In early April he
employed a carpenter from Tauranga to
improve the living conditions in the mission
house, as it was found that the room where
the family took their meals was not rain-proof
and the chimney needed rebuilding. The
Smiths found lhaia and his wife Katarina "very
agreeable" and they were supplied with milk
from "lhara's [? lhaia's] cow".

Soon, however, a change appears to have
occurred in the relationship of the two famrlies.
In her biography of Smith (Ie Mefe) Glenise
Rolfe has stated that the Smith's neighbour
(presumably the native "clergyman who lived
next door'', i.e. lhaia) kept a dozen or more
pigs which were free to wander through the
garden and sometimes into their house as it
was impossible to fence them in.
Consequently Smith decided to ask the
Church Missionary Society if he could pay a
higher rent and have the whole place to
himself. He was apparently successful in his
request, as the Rev. T.S. Grace recorded
when he visited Maketu in December '1867
and January 1868 that lhaia, who had been
"put to live in the back detached kitchen", had
left the mission station and built himself a
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house in Maketu Pa in no wav better than the
Maori  dwel l ings around him.

At the mission house, meanwhi le,  the Smith 's
third daughter, Edith, was bo"n on 24 January
1863. Household help was difficult to obtain
but they had the assistance of Maketu Maori
women and by early March 1863 the
assistance of a Miss King. On a visit to
Auckland in early 1863 Smith was able to
further improve the comfort of the mission
house at Wharekahu by buying for f20 an
American stove with an oven. a fireplace and
a boiler for hot water, which would stand
either in a fireplace or in a room by itself.

The war in the Waikato between the
Government and some of the tribes
supporting the Maori King Movement in 1863-
64 unsettled much of the North Island.
Support for the Waikato people came from
their  old al l ies the Ngaiterangi of  Tauranga
and the tribes of the eastern Bay of Plenty and
East Coast (the Tai Rawhiti).

Parties of Ngaiterangi had already joined the
f ight in 1863, and in ear ly February 1864 a
large war-party of the Tai Rawhiti reached
Matata anxious to proceed through Arawa
territory to the Waikato. The Maketu people,
however, refused to allow them to Dass. so
they turned inland at Otamarakau, deiermined
to push through the Rotorua district. In these
circumstances Smith thought it prudent to
remove his fami ly to Tauranga in a smal l
schoonerwhich happened to be avai lable.  He
afteMards took them to Auckland and they
never returned to Maketu, but he himself did,
of course.

Although the Tai Rawhiti forces were defeated
by the Maketu and Rotorua Arawa in several
engagements at Rotoiti in early March and
consequently retired to the coast, they were
undaunted. On 21 Apri l  they made their
appearance at the Waihi estuary ouflet (about
a mile east of Maketu) where they skirmished
with the lmperial, Colonial and Arawa troops
occupying Maketu until in the night ot 22-23
April they advanced up the Waihi cliffs and

view of Maketu from Pukemaire Redoubt site circa I89os, showing the church of st
Thomas nearest camera, and Maketu pa site - the wooded area at right. wharekahu c.M.s.
Mission Station was off camera at left middle distance.
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took up a commanding position on the high
tableland called Te Whare-o{e-Rangimarere,
east of Maketu. Here for several days and
nights they exchanged fire with and moved
closer to the redoubt built on Pukemaire Pa
site by the lmperial and Colonial troops since
their arrival from Tauranga on 1 1 March 1864
under the command of l\4ajor F.M. Colvile, 43'"
Regiment. (For a time the redoubt was known
as Fort Colvi le, or Colvi l le)

ln the morning ot 27 April, however, after
skirmishing close to the redoubt, the Tai
Rawhiti were driven right out of their position
when shelled by the Armstrong gun in the
redoubt as well as the guns on H.M.S. Falcon
and H.M. Colonial Gunboat Sandfly (a paddle
steamer) lying offshore. They were then
hastened on their retreat along the coastal
sandhills to Otamarakau by Sandfly, and later
brielly Falcon, steaming after them and firing
at them as they fled.

On 29 April the lmperial troops at Tauranga
were repulsed by the Ngaiterangi entrenched
at the Gate Pa, Tauranga, but on 21 June
they and the Colonials inflicted a crushing
defeat on the tribe at Te Ranga, also in
Tauranga. Despite this military defeat of the
King Movement forces in the Bay of Plenty,
the region remained in an unsettled state with
sporadic outbreaks of fighting until 1872
involving Hauhau and Te Kooti forces on one
side and Colonial and Arawa and some
lmperial troops on the other.

At Maketu, where there was a continuing fear
of a further attack by the Tai Rawhiti, the
lmperial troops under Major H.J. Kirby, 68'n
Regiment, remained until January 1866. They
were succeeded by a small detachment of 30
Colonials under Captain M.N. Bower, 1'r
Waikato, who departed at the end of October
1866, bringing the military occupation of
Maketu to a close.

Some time before T.H. Smith removed his
family from Maketu in February 1864 he
appears to have made some arrangement to
allow Dr. W.K. Nesbitt, Medical Officbr and
Resident Magistrate for the Rotorua-Maketu
district, 1863-69, to live in the Missicin House
when his duties reouired him to be at Maketu.
When Mrs Spencer of Te Mu Mission Station,
Lake Tarawera, and her three youngest
children, Lettie, Emily and Fred, stopped for
the night at Wharekahu on 27 April 1864, Dr
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Nesbitt and his mother and sisters were
residing in the mission house. Emily Way
(nee Spencer) later recorded that Dr Nesbitt's
headquarters were at Maketu and that he
visited the Rotorua district about once a
month. lt is presumed the mission house
continued to be made available to Dr Nesbitt
until he left the district in 1869. By early 1870
he was l iving in Auckland.

Meanwhile, T.H. Smith returned to Maketu for
a time on 2 May 1864 and until he was
appointed a judge of the Native Land Court in
1865 he travelled about his district and to
Auckland to report to the Govemment and to
see his family. Before he moved to Wellington
in June 1866 he wound up his affairs at
Maketu, where he had continued to pay the
rent and retain a servant to look after the
house. He disposed of his livestock and
packed his belongings for shipment to
Auckland.

There had been other temporary residents at
the mission house in 1864 besides the
Nesbitts. The Maketu correspondent of the
Daily Southem Cross reported that on the
afternoon of 22 August Major Kirby,
commandrng the troops at Maketu, and his
lady arrived overland from Tauranga and took
up their quarters at Wharekahu, where they
were expected to remain until the Major's
whare, then building, was finished. However,
after Smith arrived on 2 September Mrs Kirby
decided to go to the camp rather than accept
Smith's offer to allow them to remain until their
whare was completed- Major H.J. Kirby, 68'n
Regiment, had succeeded Major F.M. Colvile,
43'" Regiment, in command at Maketu on 20
May. Mrs Kirby had been living in Auckland
until mid-August.

ln December 1867 and January 1868 when
the former Taupo missionary T.S. Grace
visited Maketu he recorded that he siayed in
the kitchen building formerly vacated by lhaia.
Grace was anxious to have the mission house
as a residence for himself for a year or two
and had made several applications for it
without success. He noted that the house had
not been kept in repair and was fast going to
oecay.

At this time lhaia had a gloomy view of the
religious staie of the Maketu people, who, he
predicted, would not come to prayers at his
house in the pa if he rang the bell.
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The wedding of two Maori couples at St Thomas' Church. Maketu, circa 19OO.
PHOTO: Judge Hol land Col lect ion, Rotorua Museum

Nevertheless little more than a year later a
new wooden church (the present St. Thomas')
was opened at Maketu, lhaia, who had
recently had an "almost miraculous escape"
from Te Kooti at Whakatane. was in ooor
health and he asked Grace to assist with the
opening service. Grace did not record the
actual date of the opening but it can be
deduced from his journal, which indicates it
was on the third Sunday of the month, i.e. 21
March 1869, the service taking place in the
morning in the presence of about 150 Maori.
Because there had been such difficulties and
delays in getting the church built from the time
it was first planned over twenty years before in
Thomas Chaoman's time. Grace considered
the "building is bread which was cast upon the
water long ago, and is now seen after many
days.. .  "

ln Grace's view it was "one of the neatest little
Native Churches in the land" which had
sprung up "in the midst of war and spiritual
deadness, almost without an effort".

Although a document found in a large blue
castor oil bottle during church renovations on
21 March 1966 states that the foundation
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stone was laid on 21 August 1868 in the
presence of Archdeacon A.N. Brown and the
Reverends S.M. Spencer, lhaia Te Ahu and
Rihana Rangamaro (see Bay of Plenty Times,
23 March 1966), Archdeacon A.N. Brown has
recorded the date as 22 August 1868. In his
memoranda for a journal Brown has recorded
that he left Tauranga for Maketu on 19 August
but his only entry for both 20 and 21 August is
"Violent gale". On 22 August he recorded:
"Laid the Foundation Stone of new chapel
SMS, lhaia Rihana."

About the time of the church opening in 1869
lhaia had told Grace that it was his great wish
to see a strong European missionary
stationed on the coast. ln 1870 his wish was
granted with the arrival of the Reverend S.M.
Spencer, formerly of Te Mu Mission Station,
Lake Tarawera.

lhaia, however, remained at Maketu, making
periodical visits to Rotorua and the Eastern
Bay of Plenty when his health permitted.
Archdeacon Brown in his 1873 annual reDort
to the C.M.S. remarked that lhaia's reports as
to the soiritual state of the natives are of a sad
character although they showed him marked
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respect and listen attentively to his
preaching...  "

By 1881 lhaia was living permanenfly at
Rotorua, where he became the first Vicar of
the Ohinemutu Pastorate in 1882. In 1881 he
began the drive to build St. Faith's Church,
which was consecrated by Bishop Stuart on
15 March 1885. lhaia moved to St. Steohens
College, Auckland, in 1889 and retired in
1892, when he returned to the North. to
Kaikohe, where he died on 7 Juty 1895. A.c.
Webb, author of The Anglican Church in the
Hot Lakes Dist bf, righ y called lhaia the hero
of the missionary movement in Rotorua district
between 1870 and 1890. Watson Rosevear
has pointed to the spiritual influence lhaia
came to wield among the Maori in lines that
had been handed down (see Waiapu - The
Story of a Drocese, p.199):

Kaore te aroha ki te kororia taou
E wawae ake ana I te ara kuiti;
Naumai, e tama, ka haere taua
Ki a lhaia kia monitatia
Kia huihui tatou ko'e nohoanga nur
Kia hopukia iho te kupu a te Atua;
Kia awhi tatou ki a lhu Karaiti;
Kia murua te hara a taku tinana ner.

(O how immeasurable is my love for the glory
of holiness
Which clears a road through the narrow wayi
uome, my son, let us go to lhaia
To be immersed in the mysteries of the faith;
Let us assemble in large numbers;
Let us grasp the word of God;
Let us embrace Jesus Christ
So that the sin of my body may be forgiven)

- . \
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