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THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S VISIT, 1870

Al ister Matheson
Tauranga

One of the notable occasions in the
history of  Maketu was the vis i t ,  in
December 187O, of  Pr ince Al f  red, Duke of
Edinburgh (1844-19OOl,  who was the
second son of Oueen Victor ia.r  As
Maketu in those days was the most
convenient place from which tour ists
could reach Rotorua, the Pr ince stopped
brief ly at  the coastal  Bay of plenty
sett lement on his way to and from the Hot
Lakes Distr ict .

The Arawa people had invi ted the Pr ince
to vis i t  Rotorua several  years ear l ier  and i t
had been hoped that he would go there on
his f i rst  v is i t  to New Zealand in 1869, but
he had been unable to do so. ln
ant ic ipat ion of  his ear l ier  v is i t ,  according
to Captain Gi lbert  Mair ,  1500 men,
women and chi ldren of the Arawa tr ibe
had laboured through the winter of  1868
to bui ld a road from Maketu to Lake
Tarawera, al l  th is work being done
without payment by the Government.2

The Prince, who was then serving as a
post captain in the Royal Navy (he later
rose to the rank of  admiral  of  the f leet) ,
arr ived in Auckland on H.M.S. Galatea
ear ly in December 1870. He then sai led
for the Bay of Plenty in the Government
paddle-steamer Luna, arr iv ing at  Tauranga
on 13 December.  News of his arr ival  was
immediately conveyed to Maketu in the
f i rst  te legram sent over the newly-
constructed l ine from Tauranga: "The
Prince has arr ived at Tauranga in the
'Luna'  wi l l  leave for Maketu tomorrow, to
arr ive at  9 o.c.  "3

Among those who gave a warm welcome
to the Duke at Tauranga were a large
number of  the Arawa tr ibe, including the
chiefs Henare Te Pukuatua, Te Pokiha
Taranui (Major Fox),  Paora Te Amohau,
Petera Te Pukuatua, Wi Maihi  Te

Rangikaheke and Rewi Te Reanuku.
These people were in Tauranga for a
si t t ing of  the Nat ive Land Court ,  and their
presence there was undoubtedly resented
by their  old enemies, the Ngai Te Rangi of
Tauranga.

Prince Alfred, Dule of Edinburgh, second
son of Aueen Victoria. A signed
photograph presented to captain F.J.w.
Gascoyne, temporary commander of the
No. 1 Arawa Flying Column. which
escorted the Prince during his visit in
December 187O.

PHOTO: Gascoyne F.J.W . , Soldiering in
New Zealand"
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The conduct of  the Arawa chiefs dur ing
the welcome to the Pr ince, however,
brought the tension between the tr ibes to
boi l ing point ,  and almost as soon as the
Royal party had returned on board the
Lura f ight ing broke out between them.
UnfortunatelV a detachment of  the Armed
Constabulary,  12 in number,  had not long
since lef t  Tauranga for Maketu, whence
thev were to escort  the Duke to Rotorua.
The eight men of the Force lef t  in the
barracks were able to restore order,  but
for a t ime the af fair  was decidedlv nasty.
I t  was reported that the Arawa, many of
whom were armed with taiaha or mere,
used these weapons freely on the Ngai Te
Rangi. '  In later years,  when the Ngai Te
Rangi chief  Te Ninihi  d ied, i t  was said that
he had never ful lv recovered from the
injur ies he received in this f ight.5

The Dailv Southern Cross, 28 December
1870, carr ied the fol lowing report  on the
affair  f rom i ts correspondent on the scene:

The disturbance amongst the nat ives
here on the occasion of  the Pr ince's
vis i t  has given r ise to some uneasy
ref lect ion part icular ly when i t  is known
that retal iat ion on the oart  of  the
Ngait i rangi  is contemplated. l t  is  not
very pleasant to see the whole
township for a t ime absolutely at  the
mercv of  several  hundred nat ives
engaged in a real  fact ion f ight,  and our
defence force cal led out for
preservation of the peace not more
than six or eight in number,  some of the
unarmed Constabulary also severely
handled bv the nat ives. l t  was
unfortunate that our own tribe. the
Arawas, were the f i rst  to break the
peace, and throughout displayed the
most v iolence . . .  The assumotion of  the
Arawa throughout the whole
proceeding was unpardonable,  in taking
precedence of the other t r ibes on their
own ground in welcoming the Pr ince, as
wel l  as in making unnecessary
demonstrat ions of  superior i ty in al l  the
ceremonial  crowning a ser ies of  s l ights
by actual  blows. Henare te Pukuatua
was part icular ly prominent in the r iot .
The Nat ive Land Court  was closed

summari ly,  and i ts proposed removal to
Maketu not approved of by Mr Smith,
who was just ly of  the opinion that the
law would have even less author i tv
there than in Tauranga. A boat f rom
the 'Virago' ,  wi th a gun on board,
cruised about the harbour for several
nights for the defence of the place, but
fortunately i ts services were not cal led
into reouisi t ion.

About midnight on 13 Decembet the Luna
moved quiet ly out of  Tauranga Harbour
and arr ived off  Maketu three hours later.
The baggage and provis ions were landed
and sent to Rotorua by packhorse.

The Prince and his party,  which inciuded
the Governor,  Sir  George Bowen, landed
at 9 a.m. and were enthusiast ical ly
received by the Maori  and European
residents of  Maketu, who had erected a
tr iumphal arch in honour of  the occasion.
Forming a guard of  honour at  the landing
place was the detachment of  Armed
Constabulary sent f rom Tauranga
overnight.  The Royal party then set out
in land with an escort  provided by Captain
G. Mair ,  who was to act as guide and
interpreter,  and his Arawa troopers.  Lett ie
Spencer,  daughter of  the Maketu
missionary,  the Rev. S.M. Spencer,
recorded the occasion in her journal .  She
also recorded (apparent ly af ter the
Prince's party had lef t  for Rotorua):  " . . .
the 'Luna'  is in the Harbour".  Presumablv
the vessel crossed the bar on the next
high t ide af ter the tour ing party had gone
ashore.

During their  tour of  the Rotorua distr ict  the
Royal party spent the f i rst  night at
Ohinemutu, and the Pr ince "great ly
enioyed the hot baths there"b On the
second night,  at  Tarawera, he was the
guest of  the Rev. Spencer and his 16-
year-old son Fred (who had come up from
Maketu) in their  house at the former Te
Mu mission stat ion. There the Pr ince
went into the ki tchen and great ly rel ished
the koura ( f resh water crayf ish) fed to him
by a del ighted Mere Hamiora, the old
nurse/companion of the Spencer fami ly.
Next day the tour ing party lef t  wi th "a
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captain Gilbert Mair's No. I Flying column at Lake Rotokakahi after a fight with re Kooti's
forces. Under the temporary command of Captain F.J.W. Gascoyne thev escorted the
Duke of Edinburgh through the Rotorua district in December 187O. The Duke's partv

followed their example and also wore the kilt.
PHOTO: McDonald Col lect ion,  Alexander Turnbul l  L ibrarv

Hot Bath, White Terrace
PHOTO: Whakatane Museum & Gal lery
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great ret inue of Maoris"/  for Rotomahana
to see the famous Pink and White
Terraces and camped and bathed there
that night.  On the fourth night (Saturday)
they were back in Ohinemutu, where on
Sunday the Rev. Spencer held div ine
service on the lake shore in both Enol ish
and Maori .s Next day, Monday, 19
December,  the vis i tors returned to
Maketu, as Lett ie Spencer recorded:

Very hot al l  day. The Prince's party
returned from inland about 5 o 'c lock.
Fred and Papa with them. Sir  G.
Bowen cal led here, Captain Mair  wi th
him. Mama was out so I  d id the
honours.  Papa very t i red. The 'Luna'
got over the bar this af ternoon to be
ready to leave at night.  Not of f  yet.
Watched the boats go of f  .

According to the y'y'e u/ Zealand Herald
correspondent,  when the party had
returned to Maketu at  5.30 p.m. they
were received "with a hearty welcome in
haka, being performed by the Arawa"."
His Royal Highness and the Governor then
visi ted the pa where they saw the chief
Te Waru and about forty other pr isoners,
who had recent ly surrendered to Captain
Preece at Fort Galatea. fhe Luna out to
sea at 11 p.m. and reached Auckland next
dav.

A tradi t ion among the Ngat i  Pik iao was
almost certainly the source of W.J.
Phi l l ips '  statement that the Duke of
Edinburgh "re-opened" Houmaitawhit i
meet ing-house at  Maketu in 1870.1o The
reason Houmaitawhit i  was "re-ooened "
was that it had been moved from its
or iginal  s i te at  Otaramarae when Ngat i
Pik iao migrated to Maketu some t ime
before 1870 but af ter the house had been
completed about 1860. No doubt the
Duke carr ied out the ceremonv when he
visi ted Maketu Pa after returning from
Rotorua, as stated'  above.

I t  was probably also from a tradi t ion
among the very old residents of  Maketu,
whom the late Mrs Monica Hol loway met
after sett l ing there in the late 1940s, that
she (Mrs Hol loway) once wrote regarding

the Duke of Edinburgh's v is i t :  " . . .  h istory
tel ls us that he and his party went
swimming at  Maketu."11 This would not
be surpr is ing, as,  according to Lett ie
Spencer 's journal ,  i t  had been very hot al l
day when the Duke's party t ravel led back
from Rotorua. After enduring a day of
heat and dust on the road they would
have welcomed a dip in the sea to f reshen
up.

There is no doubt,  however,  that the
young Prince and his companions (mainly
off icers f rom his ship) glgl  go swimming, or
rather bathing, in the warm waters of  the
Hot Lakes Distr ict .  (See Fred Spencer 's
Reminiscences.. ." l2 and the f  o l lowing
quotation f rom The Mair FamilvJ:

During his v is i t  to the Hot Lakes the
Duke vis i ted Wairoa and Rotomahana
escorted by captain Mair 's No. 1
Arawa Flying Column, temporar i ly
under the command of Captain
Gascoyne. A f ine camp had been
prepared on the east s ide of  the Pink
Terraces. But no one cared for s leep;
the whole night was spent recl in ing in
the wonderful  pools of  opal ine hue,
with s ides as smooth as alabaster.  The
weird and beaut i fu l  surroundings were
rendered st i l l  more wonderful  by war-
dances in the br ight moonl ight and
torchl ight,  g iven by the stalwart  Maori
soldiers;  their  heavy stamping made the
hol low terraces resound l ike thunder.

The Duke's love of  manly sports and
the keen interest he took in the Maoris
and their  warl ike exercises, and his
constant ly wearing the ki l t ,  strongly
attracted the natives. The evenings
spent round the campfires can never be
forgotten by those who were present.
The Duke, himself  a talented musician,
led his of f icers in songs and glees, al l
having become experts dur ing the
voyage through the South Sea ls lands,
they were able to give excel lent
displays of  "hula-hula dances".  These
great ly del ighted the Maoris,  who
responded with war-dances, hakas and
waiatas.

I
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While bathing in the Hot Lakes the
Maoris would ask Hrs Royal Highness to
show where he had been wounded by
the Fenian O'Farrel l .  This he would do.
The bul let ,  str ik ing the Iower part  of  the

THE COMMEMORATIVE

In a report  of  the vis i t  of  the Bay of Plenty
Maori  and Histor ical  Research Society to
Maketu on 21 Februarv 193714 ment ion
was made of the mission stat ion where Mr
Spencer laboured, near which grew a
Norfolk oine olanted " to commemorate the
vis i t  of  the Duke of Edinburgh to Maketu".
Presumably this was the tree planted by
the Rev. Spencer 's daughter Lett ie at  the
old Wharekahu mission stat ion. Maketu.
on 13 Julv 1871, as she recorded in her
. journal  on that date:  "pianted the Norfolk
Pine in f ront in sty le".  Al though she made
no ment ion of  the plant ing being to
commemorate the Duke's v is i t  in
December ' l  870, th is could wel l  have
been the purpose and known to be so in
Maketu. Members of  the Harr is fami lv,
who owned the property in the ear ly 20th
century,  said the top part  of  the tree was
destroyed by l ightning str ikes, f i rst  in
1922 and again at  a later date.  A
photograph dated about 1931 shows the
bottom half  st i l l  a l ive but the remains of
the top dead. A later owner,  the late
Jimmy Ward, said he cut the tree down
about 1960, not wi thout protests f rom
local  residents.  So i t  was obviouslv

breast-bone, had fol lowed round on r ib,
lodging against the spine. His Royal
Highness was cast in the mould of  an
Adonis,  perfect ly formed and of great
strength. r  3

NORFOLK ISLAND PINE

considered a tree of  s igni f icance in
Maketu.

Other notable Norfolk ls land pines in the
Wharekahu neighbourhood, a l i t t le to the
south-west of  the mission stat ion si te
were the one formerly growing near the
si te of  the old magistrate 's house and
another st i l l  growing on the former
Spencer fami ly property " lvy ls le".  The
late Mrs Monica Hol loway of Te Puke,
who sett led at  Maketu in the late 1940s
understood from the old residents that the
tree on " lvy ls le" was planted by the
Spencers to mark the "Jubi lee of  Oueen
Victor ia".  She bel ieved this was more
l ikely to have been the Oueen's Diamond
Jubi lee in 1897 rather than the Golden
Jubi lee in '1 887. This v iew is supported
by the late Mrs Dorothy Forrest 's
statement that about 1912-13 the " lvy
ls le" t ree was "much smal ler"  than the
one on the former mission stat ion si te
(Histor ical  Review, May 1993, p.31) Al l
three trees ment ioned above can be
located in the photograph on page 120
Historical Review, Nov. 1995.
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14.

The hot spr ings at  Maketu, cal led "mud
places" by Lett ie Spencer in her 1870
. iournal ,  are si tuated about a k i lometre
south-west of  Maketu in a swamp on
Maori-owned land, a short  distance off  the
southern side of  the road to Te Puke. As
far back as October 1893 i t  was reported
in the gay of Plenty Times that Europeans
suffer ing from skin and rheumatic
complaints had received great benef i t  f rom
bathing in them, whi le the Maori  c laimed
that they were equal in curat ive powers to
those at Rotorua or elsewhere. l t  was
hoped, therefore, that the Government
would purchase the land and develop the
spr ings to prevent their  fa l l ing into the
hands of pr ivate speculators.  And i f ,
indeed, the Maketu spr ings were proved to
have real  medicinal  value, i t  was expected
that inval ids in the Tauranga and Te Puke
distr icts would prefer to v is i t  them in order
to avoid the then rough . journey to Rotorua
to bathe in the spr ings there.

Andersen, J.C. and Petersen, G.C. Op. c i t .  p.260
gay of Plenty Times, 26 Feb. 1937

THE HOT SPRINGS

In those days the Maketu hot spr ings were
about seven or eight in number ("mere
holes" and not boxed in)"  varying in
temperature from " just  warm to
uncomfortably hot" .  A fresh water stream
ran within ten metres of  the spr ings and
formed an addit ional  at t ract ion Ior
bathers.  The best and hottest  bath was
on the western side of  the stream, and on
that account was inaccesible to strangers.
Srtuated nearly 150 metres from the Te
Puke road, the spr ings could also be
reached from the Maketu-Rotorua road,
along a r idge of dry land extending across
the swamp.

Mr Albert  Benner,  who was once the
postmaster at  Maketu (1888-97) and later
l ived there in ret i rement,  was an
enthusiast ic advocate of  the development
of the hot spr ings and of Maketu as a
tour ist  resort .  In August ' l  923 he told the
Bay of Plenty Development League, at

An early 2oth Century view of the Maketu Hot Springs.
PHOTO: Weekly News,4 June 1908
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Rotorua, that he had worr ied the Tourist
Department to do something about the
spr ings and had even made a special  t r ip
to Wel l ington for the purpose, without
sucess. Taking matters into his own
hands, however,  he had roughly developed
four or f ive of  the spr ings himself .  l t
seemed to him that inval ids vis i t ing
Rotorua could extend their  stay in the Bay
of Plenty by cont inuing their  t reatment at
Maketu, where they could en. joy the
change to sea air  and sal t  water bathing.

Eight years later,  in a let ter to the edi tor of
the Te Puke Times, 29 May 'l 93 1, Mr
Benner,  wr i t ing under the signature
Arapeta Pena, again urged the
development of  the spr ings, point ing out
that the wel l -known hot baths at  Te Aroha
and Helensvi l le had once been mud holes
l ike those at Maketu. Al though the owner
of the land, Mr Kir i  Tapsel l ,  had made a
concrete bath near two of the Maketu
spr ings, i t  was hard to c lean out (Mr
Benner had ear l ier  asked the Tauranga
Electr ic Power Board the cost of  instal l ing
a pump for the purpose).

Mr Benner went on to remark that he
personal lV had found the Maketu hot
spr ings superior to any in New Zealand for
the cure of  ai lments,  and that he had been
informed that th is was due to their
containing l i th ium. And in v iew of the
unique posi t ion of  Maketu, where i t  was
possible to enjoy a swim in the surf ,  a dip
in the Kaituna r iver just  across the
sandspit  and a hot spr ing bath al l  wi thin
hal f  an hour,  Mr Benner suggested that
the Rai lways Department be asked to
al low their  passengers to Rotorua for the
hol idays to return via the Bay of Plenty,
" thus making a round tr ip,  the rai lhead at
Rotorua being connected by motor with
Paengaroa" {rai lway stat ion ) .

For al l  Mr Benner 's ef forts over many
years,  the only Government department to
show an interest in the Maketu spr ings
was the Department of  Scient i f ic and
lndustr ia l  Research. On 1 December 1942
tl\e Te Puke Times repofted that an officer
from that organisat ion, Mr N. Modriniav,
was in Maketu to invest igate the
possibi l i ty of  manufactur ing borax by

Albert Benner (right), former postmastet at Maketu 1888-1897, with his son Trevor- ln his
retirement Albert Benner promoted Maketu, including the Hot Springs, as a tourist resort-

PHOTO: Althol Stace
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t reat ing the hot
con. iunct ion with sea
experiment work out

spr ings water in
water.  "Should the
sat isfactor i ly Maketu

wi l l  be minus i ts natural  baths, and plus a
l ive and important industry.  "  However,
nothinq more was heard of  the matter.

THE PICTURE SHOWS

It is uncertain when or bv whom the f i rst
moving pictures were shown at Maketu.
One possibi l i ty is October 1898, when Mr
A.H. Whitehouse brought his
kinematograph to Tauranga and other Bay
of Plentv towns (see A.H. Whitehouse -
An Early Film Pioneer by Jinty Rorke,
Historical Review, MaV 1984). Mr
Whitehouse had f i rst  brought his show to
Tauranga in November 1897, but in 1898
he planned lsee Bay of Plenty Times, 5
October.)  to v is i t  a lso Te Puke, Maketu,
Whakatane and Opot ik i .

As i t  turned out,  however,  he appears not
to have taken his show to Maketu.
According to reports in the Bay of Plenty
Times, 14 and 1 7 october, evening
performances were held in Tauranga on
12 and 13 October and Te Puke on 14
and 15 October.  These were to be
fol lowed bv the f i rst  of  two shows at
Whakatane on Monday, 17 October.  So
unless he (Whitehouse) made an
unreported dayt ime vis i t  to Maketu (a
Sunday show would have been out of  the
ouest ion in 1898) he did not take his
kinematograph to Maketu on this
occasron.

I t  would be surpr is ing, however,  i f  f i lms
were not shown at Maketu before ' l  907,
when the gay of Plenty Times, 16
October,  announced that a var iety
entertainment by the aid of  a new Bri t ish
biograph (or bioscope) would be given at
Tauranga on 18 October,  Te Puke on 19
October and Maketu on 21 October.

Whenever the f i rst  movies were seen at
Maketu, one ear ly show that made a great
impact on the populat ion there about
191O-11 was recal led by the late Mr Jack
Ford of  Te Puke. Mr Ford, who was born
in 1904, resided at Maketu with his fami ly
from about 1908 to 1914. when they

moved to Te Tumu. He said i t  was
def ini te ly the f i rst  t ime that he at tended
the moving pictures. The subject of  the
f i lm was the 1 91 O world heavyweight
boxing t i t le f ight between Jack Johnson
and Jim Jeffr ies.  The f i lm, which would
have been distr ibuted within about a year
after the f ight,  was shown in the bui ld ing
known as the Maketu Town Hal l ,  on the
side of  the road opposi te the Cathol ic
church. The hal l  was ful l ,  wi th the pakeha
si t t ing in f ront,  and Mr Ford says that the
Maori  were " just  astounded " at  what they
saw on the screen and reacted with manv
"oohs and aahs".

Before the picture show began patrons
were entertained by a "magic man".  Mr
Ford, who was old enough to know how
long i t  took for a chicken to hatch from an
egg, remembers that he was young
enough to be " immensely impressed" by
one part  of  his act in which there was an
almost instant hatching. The "magic
man" took an egg, cracked i t  into a fry ing
pan and covered i t  wi th a l id.  A short
t ime later he l i f ted the l id and out f lew a
prgeon.

When the late Mr Warren Brown of
Tauranga, who was born in 19O3, was
l iv ing at  Maketu as a boy about 1915-18,
he remembered going to " the f l ickers".
"And they real ly did f l icker in those days,"
he said.  The theatre they were shown in
was the "old bi l l iard saloon",  formerly the
Star Hotel ,  about opposi te King's store.
Mr Geraghty,  of  the Al l iance Hal l ,  Te
Puke, ran the f i lms at Maketu about once
a week or fortnight,  the projector being
dr iven by an Anderson benzine-powered
milk ing machine" The pr ice of  admission
(presumably for chi ldren) was threepence.

Mr Brown stayed in Maketu again about
the ear ly 1920s and he says that the

l
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Maketu people by that t ime could also go
to the pictures in Te Puke. On one night a
week Mr Parley Ryan converted his cream
truck into a bus by putt ing a cover over
the back and forms to s i t  on. Another run
was made for every Saturday mat inee for
the benef i t  of  the chi ldren.

The late Mr L.  Singleton, who came to
Maketu as a boy in 1 921 ,  recal led going
to the pictures in the Whakaue dining hal l ,
which stood on the eastern side of  the
Cathol ic church. "You could smoke in i t , "
he said.  This dining hal l  is presumed to
have been the bui ld ing referred to by Mr
Ford as the "Maketu Town Hal l" ,  which
was east of  the church but on the
opposi te s ide of  the road. Al though she
didn' t  come to Maketu unt i l  1937, Mrs
Meg Tapsel l  understands that the shows
referred to by Mr Singleton were run by
Mr Kiwi Corbett  and his brothers.

Mrs Frances Kenny of Te Awamutu wel l
remembers the picture shows in the hal l
near the Cathol ic church "and the
backless forms to s i t  on".  This would
have been, presumably,  in the late 1920s,
when she was a youngster and her fami ly
spent the summer hol idays at  Maketu.

Later,  in the 1930s, pictures were shown
in the dining hal l  on the present Whakaue
marae. Mr Amyas Ringer,  who grew up in
Maketu in the 1920s and 1930s, says the
man who ran them came from Matata.
The projector was "run of f  a bel t  f rom the
wheel of  a jacked-up car that was kept
running al l  through the show". The
pictures were very wel l  at tended in those
days "and everyone cheered the goodies".

Mrs Meg Tapsel l  says that when she f i rst
came to Maketu in 1937 the pictures
were st i l l  being run by a project ionist  f rom
Matata,  who usual ly had dinner at  Ringer 's
before the evening show.

ln Cretan Kiwi,  an unpubl ished biography
of the late Mr Nick Grafas (1893-198O) of
Te Puke, W.E. (Ted) Morr is says that in
1938 the Maori  e lders of  Maketu
approached Mr Grafas, propr ietor of  the
Capitol  Theatre,  Te Puke, to show pictures
in the dining hal l  (named Rangiuru) on the
Whakaue marae. Before this,  f i lms had
been shown there by Mr Rex Rondon, of
Matata.  (see above),  but for how long is
not known. Rangiuru dining hal l  was
nearer the beach of the Maketu harbour
than the Whakaue meet ing house and also

View looking west from old Maketu Pa site, 2 Januaty 7 94O, the day the Arawa Centennial
Memorial was unveiled. Whakaue Meeting House larrowed) with Rangiuru dining hall

(where pictures were shown from the late 193Os to the early 195Os) obscured by large
white marquee (to right). Ringer's store and camping ground amongst trees in left

foreground).
PHOTO: Ringer f  ami ly
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closer to the Maketu townshlp,  i .e.  further
east than the meet ing house.

Nick Grafas, who was born on the is land
of Crete,  had already had ten years'
experience in the picture business at  Te
Puke, f i rst  in the old Al l iance theatre from
1928 ( the year he sett led in the town),
and then in the Capitol ,  bui l t  and opened
on the same si te in 1 930.

When Mr Grafas ran the pictures at
Maketu, says Mr Morr is,  the Maori  people,
young and old,  turned out in al l  weathers
in ful l  force, especial ly i f  a western or a
slapst ick comedy was to be screened.
The Maori  had no t ime for dramatic f i lms.
Sometimes the audience became so
exci ted and noisy dur ing a western f i lm
that Nick Grafas would be dr iven to yel l
out ,  "Hoihoi l "  (Noisv!)  a Maori  word which
brought complete si lence. The late Mr
Dave Wickl i f fe of  Maketu found that word
(or the Engl ish "Shut up!")  equal ly
effect ive when he ran the shows for Mr
Grafas, later at  the Olympia theatre in
Maketu townshio from ' l  952 onwards.
(Dave Wickl i f fe was a veteran of the 28th
Maori  Battal ion, serving in the rank of
W.O.1 .)  Whi le the management of  the
hal l  and the receipt  of  admission charges
was in the hands of Messrs Grafas or
Wickl i f fe,  those who operated the
pro. iector at  Maketu included Jack
Nichol ls,  Ngaera Thompson and young Jim
Grafas. The chi ldren in the audience used
to si t  on the f loor r ight up against the
screen.

One who wel l  remembers the picture
shows at Maketu when Dave Wickl i f fe
was in charge at the Olympia is Don
Stafford of  Rotorua. On enter ing the
theatre in those days patrons were
classi f ied as ei ther " tangat ia" (chiefs or
persons of consequence -  which included
most Pakeha adults)  or "nohoware"
(persons of no account,  but actual ly
meaning al l  the noisy kids!) .  The former,
among whom Don as a young man was
somewhat embarrassed to f ind himself
included, were ushered into the "qual i ty"
seats ( forms with backs) at  the back of
the hal l ,  whi lst  the lat ter were directed to

the front,  where there were backless
forms. During the show, i f  the
"nohoware" became too carr ied away
with exci tement,  Dave Wickl i f fe would
turn on the l ights and shout,  "Shut up!"

Mr Nich Grafas (7 893-198O)
PHOTO: Graf as f  ami ly

An occasional patron of  the Maketu
picture shows dur ing 1939-45 was Miss
E. Vignette Lowrie ( the late Mrs Spraggon
of Te Puke),  a teacher at  the school there.
She recal led that Mr Grafas was wel l  l iked
in Maketu and was known affect ionately
as "Niko the Graf" .  (Mr Grafas'  son Jim,
incidental ly,  remembers his father being
addressed by the Maketu people to his
face as, "Hel lo Grafas",  but th is was
always said rn an ent i rely respectful
manner.  l t  was not Maori  custom to use
"Mr" as a form of address. A few close
fr iends, cal led him Nick.  )

There was one hazard at tendant on going
to the pictures in the old dining hal l  in
those days, in the shape of the " l ivestock"
l ikely to be encountered there.
Accordingly,  Miss Lowrie was careful  to
heed the warnings given her to wear
slacks with garters at  knee-level .

Referr ing to his fami ly 's connect ion with
the picture shows in the dining hal l  at
Maketu, Mr Jim Grafas of  Te Puke says
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that his father was never a project ionist
but used to col lect  the money at the door.
Unt i l  about 1946-7 the projector was run
bv Mr Jack Nichol ls.  brother of  the late
Noel,  who had been associated with the
Grafas fami ly in the running of the Capitol
theatre in Te Puke since about 1935-6.
Mr Ngaera Thompson succeeded Mr
Nichol ls,  wi th whom he had worked for a
number of  years at  the Capitol .

In the beginning, at  the dining hal l ,
admission charges were '1 /9d (1 8 cents)
to s i t  on the stairs at  the back, 1/6d on
wooden forms without backs and 1/-  for
chi ldren to s i t  on the f loor in f ront.  No
t ickets were issued, patrons simply paid
Mr Grafas at  the door.  After hal f - t ime
some of the young scal lywags of Maketu
who had not paid to come in at  the
beginning of  the show tr ied to sneak in
with the crowd who had been outside for
a smoke. But Nick Grafas was too alert
for them and would cal l  out,  "Hey, you
weren' t  in before !"

ln the summer i t  could get very hot wi th a
packed house in the dining hal l ,  and Jim
Grafas recal ls t imes when the men and
boys would be str ipped to their  t rousers,
with the sweat rol l ing of f  their  bodies. So
the refreshments ( ice-creams, sweets and
drinks) which were avai lable in the ki tchen
behind the screen must have been very
welcome at the interval .  Thev were
provided by Mr Bi l l  Reid,  who ran the store
formerly owned by Mr Al ley

A or ime example of  heat-af fected
performances were the 2 p.m. mat inees
on Christmas Day, when the biggest
crowd of the year turned up. After an
earlv Christmas dinner at  Te Puke the
Grafas fami lv arr ived at Maketu about
1.30 and nai led up chaff  sacks and horse
covers ( f rom Nick Grafas'  racehorse
interests) over the windows to keep out
the l ight.  With wel l  over a hundred people
crowded rnto the hal l  at  that t ime of the
year,  going inside was l ike walking into a
furnace, savs Jim Grafas.
The weather had no effect  on
attendances. Even in a howl ing easter ly
storm when i t  was raining cats and dogs

the Maketu people would turn out in their
coats,  sacks and umbrel las as soon as
they saw the l ight on the pole outside the
hal l  was turned on.

The type of f i lms screened at Maketu,
which were mainly fami ly shows, had a
bigger inf luence on attendances than the
weather.  Act ion f i lms and good musicals
were both popular.  The largest crowd
ever to at tend a show at Maketu, in the
Olympia hal l ,  was for one of the f i rst  Kung
Fu f i lms. There was no one at home in
Maketu that night;  they were al l  in the
theatre.  "We'd never seen anything l ike
i t ,  "  says Jim Grafas.

Travel l ing the old metal  and pumice-
surfaced road from Te Puke to Maketu
was otten something of  an adventure for
the Grafas fami ly.  The road surface was
so bad that i t  was l ike dr iv ing al l  the way
over a corrugated i ron roof.  Running an
Aust in 7 ( to save petrol)  dur ing World War
11 (1939-45) and a converted jeep af ter
the war,  the Messrs Grafas would arr ive
at their  dest inat ion white with dust in dry
weather.  And when there were high
spr ing t ides backed by r iver f looding they
were l ikely to f ind the road near Maketu
covered by up to two feet of  sal t  water,
which they had to dr ive through" l f ,
however,  they found this stretch of  road
covered by t idal  water af ter the picture
shows were ended, they would dr ive
home via Paengaroa.

I t  was not unusual to encounter I ivestock
of var ious kinds on the Te Puke-Maketu
road in those days, and on one night
dur ing the outward and homeward
journeys their  vehicle accidental ly ran into
and ki l led a rabbi t ,  a hare and a cock
pheasant.

J im Grafas'younger brother Mitch,  now of
Mount Maunganui,  conf i rms al l  the above
and adds that when the shows were heid
in the dining hal l  the screen was a white
cotton sheet and when not in use i t  was
rol led up and hooked up into the raf ters
and nei ther this nor the project ion and
sound equipment were ever interfered
with between picture nights at  Maketu.
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But he says that whi le this equipment
went untouched by human hands i t  was
adversely af fected by the sal ty sea air  of
Maketu to such an extent as to cause
breakdowns in the sound from t ime to
t ime dur ing screenings. Consequent ly
everything had to be covered to protect i t
f rom the sea air .  Whenever breaks in the
sound did occur,  though, the Maketu
audience was very pat ient,  even i f  having
to wait  near ly an hour for the problem to
be solved. They seldom did more than cal l
out,  "Don' t  worry about the sound, show
the Dictures! Get on with the act ionl"
Sometimes, however,  the af fected part
needed work done on i t  at  Te Puke. and
the Grafas fami ly showed the rest of  the
f i lm on the fol lowing evening i f  there was
st i l l  t ime before the f i lm had to be
disoatched to the next scheduled theatre.

by the Power Board, he was accustomed
to deal ing with this type of emergency on
a dai ly basis,  so instead of going through
off ic ia l  channels in Te Puke with the delaV
that would have involved he simplv
cl imbed the Dole and mended the fuse
himself  .

Actual ly,  audiences at the dining hal l  were
wel l  accustomed to what might be cal led
"normal" breaks dur ing shows there. With
only one projector in use, f ive or s ix
changes of reel  would be necessary in an
average length feature f i lm ( the "shorts" -
cartoons, newsreels etc.  -  preceding the
f i lm would be jo ined together by the
Grafas fami ly at  Te Puke before coming to
Maketu) and dur ing this change-over there
would be a tremendous din from the
audience yel l ing and stamping their  feet.
This was a chal lenge to the pro. iect ionists

{
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Olympia Theatre, Maketu
PHOTO: Grfas f  ami ly

Another cause of breakdowns dur ing
screenings at  the dining hal l  was the
occasional blown fuse on the nearby
power pole.  This,  however,  was a
problem more quickly solved when Jim
Grafas was pro. iect ionist .  Being employed

to change reels as quickly as possible.
Whi le J im Grafas reckons he could make
the change-over in 30 to 40 seconds, he
says Jack Nichol ls got the t ime down to
26 seconds.
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As a f i re preventat ive measure, the
project ionist  at  the dining hal l  worked in a
f i re proof i ron box with double glass
portholes, al l  of  course at  a higher level
than the audience. The projector was a
very f ine old German-made Baeur and this
was disoosed of when the Maketu
pictures were moved to the Olympia
theatre in the township,  where two
projectors were used. l t  was later
reported that the Baeur,  being such a
qual i ty machine, had been converted for
use in an Auckland cinema.

On 18 September 1951 lhe Te Puke
Times tepofted that the old dining hall
bui ld ing had been condemned by the
County Health Inspector but that Mr N.
Grafas planned to bui ld a modern picture
hal l  on a sect ion he had ourchased on the
western side of  Reid's store and the post
of f ice.  Because of Maketu's growing
populat ion, a larger theatre was
necessary.  (Mr Grafas later said part  of
the land, between the theatre he bui l t  and
the post of f ice,  was the si te for the new
post of f ice,  which was opened in 1971 ) .
The late Mrs Monica Hol loway of Te Puke,
whose late husband Vic bui l t  the hal l
(which was cal led the Olympia) for Mr
Grafas, bel ieved i t  was f in ished about
ear ly May 1952.

The wooden seat ing in the Olympia was
also made, and varnished, by Vic
Hol loway, says Jim Grafas. l t  consisted
mainly of  forms with backs, each seat ing
about eight persons, on ei ther s ide of  the
aisle and a few backless forms at the
front of  the hal l .  Nick Grafas later had an
upholsterer put a couple of  inches of foam
rubber on the seats and some padding on
the backs to improve their  comfort .  When
the Olympia was eventual ly c losed and
sold Jim Grafas keot one of the forms
with backs, which he st i l l  has on his back
porch at Te Puke, having, however,
removed the padding and painted i t .

J im Grafas says the pictures were shown
in the Olympia hal l  on Monday and
Thursday nights,  wrth Dave Wickl i f fe as
caretaker and doorkeeper.  Fi lms were
actual lv screened in Maketu before Te

Puke, where they were shown in the
Capitol  Theatre on Tuesday, Wednesday,
Fr iday and Saturday. And whereas only
one pro. iector had been used in the dining
hal l ,  which necessi tated breaks in the
show whi le reels were changed, two
machines were used in the Olympia, giv ing
a cont inuous performance. The lat ter
were Cutone projectors manufactured by
Cuff  and Thompson of Auckland. They
had served the Capitol  in Te Puke since
that theatre was ooened bv Nick Grafas in
'1 930. They were replaced at the Capitol
by West inghouse projectors.
Cinemascope also came to Maketu when
that system was introduced. This meant
new lenses for the projectors and a new
wide screen and curtains.  Al together the
Olympia could seat about 200 patrons -
more i f  they sat on the f  loor

The Cutone projectors were eventual ly
replaced when Nick Grafas bought those
from the Edgecumbe theatre,  which was
closed by Mr Meikle at  the introduct ion of
te levis ion in New Zealand in 1960. The
Grafas fami ly then used the Cutones at
Pukehina for about a year,  but when that
venture fai led they gave them to the
Museum of Transport  and Technology at
Western Springs, Auckland.

Screenings at  the Capitol .  in Te Puke,
were later increased to s ix nights a week.
Before this,  however,  Ngaera Thompson
had lef t ,  so that J im Grafas, as
pro. iect ionist ,  wi th Dave Wickl i f fe on the
door ran the shows at Maketu, whi le Nick
Grafas and his younger son Mitch, as
project ionist ,  were in charge at Te Puke.

By the late 1960s televis ion and 1O p.m.
hotel  c losing had caused a decl ine in
attendances. and for 4 or 5 years unt i l  the
Olympia was closed and sold,  about
1972, pictures were only shown dur ing
the school hol iday per iods. A young man
who sometimes assisted the Grafas fami ly
by running the projectors at  both Te Puke
and Maketu was Syd Bowe of Paengaroa
(now the head project ionist  at  Cinema 6,
Tauranga).  Dave Wickl i f fe had by this
t ime died, so J im Grafas would go to
Maketu as doorman with Syd Rowe as
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pro.iectionist. For some of the last few
hol iday showings at Maketu Mrs Jim
Grafas was on the door whi le her husband
ran the projectors.

Besides the normal commercial  screenings
at Maketu, the Grafas fami ly also put on
f i lms recommended by the Educat ion
Department.  An example of  th is was the
f i lm of the Coronat ion of  Oueen El izabeth
l l  (1953),  which was shown to the
Maketu schoolchi ldren.

In al l  the years his fami ly ran the f j lm
shows at Maketu the people there were
very good and there was never any
trouble,  says Jim Grafas. Al though Nick
Grafas used to yel l  and growl at  them at
t imes, they respected him, and he and his
sons held them in very high regard.

Footnote: The Olympia hal l  bui ld ing now
houses a Four Square grocery store, "The
Rosmar".

MAKETU WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

* Enid Tapsel l ,  author of  Histor ic Maketu (1940) and other histor ical  wr i t ings.

BLEDISLOE PARK

According to the Ie Puke Times, a branch
of the Women's Inst i tute was formed at
Maketu on 6 Seotember 1934.
Mesdames Singleton, A. Eruini  and E.
Tapsel l*  were elected President,  Treasurer
and Secretary respect ively.  Mrs R.
Roretana was aDDointed Chairwoman of
the Maori  Women's Amusement
Committee, and Mrs E. Tapsel l  delegate to
the Bay of Plenty Federat ion of  Women's
Inst i tutes Counci l  meet ing at  Matata on
28 Seotember.

The Maketu branch of the lnst i tute is said
to have been formed by Mrs McNaughton

From the ear l iest  days of  European
sett lement in the western Bay of Plenty
one of the most popular beach resorts for
camping, picnicking, bathing and f ishing
was the l i t t le sandy peninsula jut t ing
south-eastwards into the Waihi  estuary,
east of  Maketu. The land was Maori
owned, and, str ict ly speaking, those who
visi ted and camped there without
permission were trespassing. Al though no
dif f icul t ies ever appear to have occurred in
this respect,  the legal  posi t ion was
obviated late in 1934 to the advantage of
vis i tors.  In September that year,  to
commemorate the close interest taken in
the advancement of  the Maori  people by
the Governor-G enera l ,  Lord Bledisloe and

(see Forty Yeat Historv. 1934-1974,
Tauranga Federation of Country Women's
lnstitutel and to have functioned for two
years,  unt i l  i t  merged with the Maori
Women's Welfare League. Among the
var ious act iv i t ies of  the branch was a
highly successful  concert  and dance held
on 14 June ' l  935, the oroceeds of  which
were donated to the Maketu school to buy
a radio.  And as a sign of  the economical ly
depressed t imes, at  one of the meet ings in
1934 there was a comoet i t ion for the best
art ic le made from a sugar bag. The
winning entry was a gir l 's  gym tunic
complete with bel t .

Ladv Bledisloe, the Arawa Maori  Trust
Board decided to set aside the ten acres
compnsing the land referred to above for
use as a reserve and domain, vest ing the
area as a gi f t  to Their  Excel lencies in t rust
for the people of  New Zealand. The
Arawa Trust Board accordingly wrote to
Lord Bledisloe, on the eve of his departure
from this country,  to seek his permission
to name the reserve Bledisloe Park,  to
which His Excel lency readi ly agreed.

The beach reserve thus created was
thereafter administered by the Bledisloe
Park Domain Board in con. iunct ion with the
Arawa Trust Board and the Tauranga
County Counci l .  An old resident,  Wi l l iam



Lord and LadY Bledisloe

Patel ,  better known as "Bi l ly the Hindoo",
was made caretaker.  lmprovements to
the faci l i t ies at  the park were gradual ly
made: the Paengaroa Women's Inst i tute
planted trees and road access was
legal ised and brought under the control  of
the Tauranga County Counci l .

Wi l l iam Patel  is st i l l  remembered by some
old Maketu residents and vis i tors to that
place. According to the Te Puke Times,
15 January 1946, Bi l ly  had resided at
Waihi  for "untold years",  and at was
bel ieved that he had been there since " the
main route to Matata was via the beach ".
Presumably this meant he had been there
since bef ore World War 1 (1914'18).  On
18 January 1918, though, Wi l l iam Patel 's

name appeared in a l ist  of  men bal loted for
mi l i tary service, his occupat ion and place
of residence being given as " f laxmil l  hand,
Paengaroa".  Possibly he l ived at Waihi  at
certain t imes of the year when the
Paengaroa f laxmil l  was not in operat ion.

The late Mr Warren Brown of Tauranga,
who stayed at Maketu as a boy about
1 91 5-1 I  recal led that Bi l ly  was "very
nice, pol i te and very l ikeable",  but "he
used to chase us kids because we used to
pester the l i fe out of  him".

Mr Amyas Ringer of  Auckland, who grew
up in Maketu in the late 1920s and
1930s, wr i tes as fo l lows concerning
Wil l iam Patel :

There would be few now who would
remember Bi l ly the Hindoo and even
fewer who knew him at al l ,  i f  anyone,
as did my father.  I  bel ieve he sent
money off  to India from the Maketu
post of f ice very occasional ly.  He was a
short  very shy man who l ived and died
on his own. lwent f ishing with him
(hand l ines) at  the mouth of  the Waihi
r iver into the ear ly hours of  the morning
when a boy of  about 14. He never
spoke of himself  except to my father,
and l i t t le enough to him anyway. The
concrete hut he l ived in was real ly an
old smoke house but who bui l t  i t  and
when ldo not know.

Amyas Ringer 's s ister Joan. now Mrs
O'Shannassey of Kai taia,  recal ls that Bi l ly
was a customer at  her father 's store:  "He
always bought only genuine Indian curry.
which Dad stocked especial ly for him, our
only customer for i t . "  She also says that
her husband Br ian, whose fami ly had a
farm at Paengaroa in the '1 930s,
remembers Bi l ly bui ld ing a new home in,
he thinks, concrete blocks: " l  know he did
improve his home. which must have been
just before the Second Word War."

Another man who may have been l iv ing on
the si te of  Bledis loe Park at  an even ear l ier
date than Wil l iam Patel  was an elder ly
German named Frank Robards. who was
known to the Maori  as Ropeta. The late



Bledisloe Park, circa 1 94O
PHOTO: Ringer f  ami ly

Btedisloe Park, January 1977, showing islands (upper right) in the Waihi estuarv
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Mr Warren Brown remembered him wel l
about 1915-18. Ropeta was an expert  at
smoking f ish and the Maori  f ishermen of
Maketu, such as Maremare Rol leston,
Pukai Moses and Taa Tapsel l .  a l l  took their
f ish to him for smoking. He l ived near his
smoke shack at  Waihi ,  and Warren Brown
recal led that he smoked a big meerschaum
pipe and spoke broken Engl ish. '1- le
played the accordion beaut i fu l ly and us
kids used to l isten to him."

Mrs Phyl  Thomasen of Tauranga. who
visi ted Maketu as a chi ld dur ing the
1920s, says that Mr Robards (she didn' t
know his name) l ived in a l ined dugout in a
sandhi l l  wi th a chimney out the top and
the whole covered by sea-grass. There
were no windows, just  a wooden door in
the side of  the sandhi l l .  The si te of  th is
dwel l ing was about the centre of  the
northern shore of  what is now Bledisloe
Park. Unl ike Warren Brown and his
fr iends, though, Phyl  Thomasen (nee Way)
and her s ister Sybi l  were too fr ightened to
go near the place, the Maori  chi ldren of
Maketu having scared them off  by saying
of the old German that 'tre ate kids for
dinner".

Mrs Joan O'Shannassey recal ls only a
l i t t le about Frank Robards:

The German must have been the chap
with the bul lock-team. Can' t  remember
much more of  him except he was qui te
a ta l l  man, and wel l  bui l t ,  and l th ink
bad tempered, in contrast to Bi l ly 's very
ouiet  manner.

When Miss E. Vignette Lowrie ( the late
Mrs Spraggon of Te Puke) was teaching at
the Maketu school,  1939-45, she and her
fr iends sometimes walked over to the
Waihi  estuary ei ther going round by the
beach or over land. l f  Bi l ly happened to be
on the beach at Bledis loe Park they would
stop and chat to him. f ie was a very
courteous man and everyone was very
fond of him," said Mrs Spraggon, who
also recal led that he appeared then to be a
rather elder ly man, probably in his s ixt ies.
In those days, al though there were some
hol iday baches si tuated about what is now
known as Li t t le Waihi  township,  there was
only one other permanent resident,  Mr Al f
Young, an elder ly man who l ived under the
cl i f f  at  the northern end of Bledis loe Park
in a cottage which faced towards the
estuarv out let  and the ocean. Mrs
Spraggon recal led that Mr Young, l ike
Bi l ly,  was a thorough gent leman. Both
men were keen f ishermen and expert  in
the lore of  the weather and sea. l t  was
not unusual to see them quiet ly towing
their  dinghys up the shal low waters of  the
Waihi  estuarv as the t ide came in,
spearing f lounders as they went.  The two
men were also keen gardeners,  Mr Young
having a year-round vegetable garden on
one of the is lands further up the Waihi
estuarv.  In this isolated cul t ivat ion, which
was shel tered bv f lax and scrub, Mr
Young grew a great var iety of  crops.

Bi l ly the Hindoo was st i l l  l iv ing at  Bledis loe
Park ear ly in 1946. l t  is  not at  present
known when he died, but i t  was probably
sometime in the late 1940s.
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