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Phillip Tapsell, 1 830-36

The first storekeeper at Maketu - and the
f i rst  Eurooean sett ler  -  was the Danish f lax
trader Phi l l ip Tapsel l  (1778-1873),  who
bartered muskets, gunpowder and other
goods for f lax f ibre produced by the Maori
f rom 183O unt i l  he was dr iven out when
Maketu Pa was destroyed by Te Waharoa
rn t tJ5b.

He then spent nearly twenty years at
Whakatane before returning to Maketu,
where he died in 1873. An art ic le about
his l i fe has been prepared but has proved
too lengthy for inclusion here and wi l l
instead be publ ished on i ts own at a later
date.

Wifliam Rogers, 18,42-7 4

When Wil l iam Rogers died at  Maketu on 5
November 1874 at the age of 65 the
Weekly News, 14 November, stated that
he was a universally respected settler of
40 years standing. This probably meant
that he had been in New Zealand for that
length of  t ime but not necessar i ly al l  of  i t
at  Maketu. His descendants understand
that he was born in Massachusetts,
U.S.A.,  and was a shiPwright bY
profession, and that he spent some t ime in
the Paci f ic is lands, including Hawai i  and
Rarotonga, before coming to Hokianga,
New Zealand. l l is  associat ion with
Wil l iam Mayhew (see below) suggests
that he may have been connected with
the whal ing industry at  one t ime. Ffom
Hokianga he is presumed to have gone to
the Bay of ls lands, where Mayhew was
stat ioned, and afterwards to the Bay of
Plentv.

He is f i rst  ment ioned by name as a trader
at Maketu in the journal  of  Mr J.J.
Symonds, who spent some months there
from July 1843. Mr Symonds also
recorded a vis i t  to Maketu, in November

Al ister Matheson
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1843, of  Mr Rogers'  "old servant" Mr
Dal ly,  who came up from Matata.  (The
journal  of  John Jermyn Symonds, younger
brother of  Caotain Wil l iam Cornwal l is
Symonds, is held by the Hocken Library,
Dunedin.)

Early in 1843 Dr Edward Short land ( for
whom Symonds was a tem porary
reDlacement as Sub-Protector of
Aborigines and Pol ice Magistrate) had
recorded in his journal  that there were
only two Europeans l iv ing at  Maketu.
They were "engaged by Mr Mayo,
American Consul at  the Bay",  to procure
pigs and potatoes. Shortland received
"much civ i l i tv"  f rom the men, whom he
did not name. Almost certainly they were
Messrs Rogers and Dal ly.  The pigs and
potatoes from Maketu would have been
intended for sale to whal ing vessels cal l ing
at the Bav of ls lands.

"Mr Mayo" was of course Wil l iam
Mayhew Junior,  an American whal ing
captain who in 184O leased and in 1842
purchased -  in the form of a 999 year
lease -  Gi lbert  Mair  senior 's t rading stat ion
at Wahapu, Bay of ls lands. (See
Andersen and Petersen, The Mair Familv)
He had evident ly intended or iginal ly to
establ ish a f laxmil l  at  Maketu or nearbv at
Waihi .  In an undated let ter,  apparent ly
wri t ten about March-Apri l  1842, the
Rotorua missionary Thomas Chapman
inf ormed his col league the Rev. A. N.
Brown, at  Tauranga, about Mayhew's
reported plans:

Mr Mayhew is talk ing of  a f laxmil l
e i ther on the Waihi  or Maketu r iver -
and that he is expecting settlers from
America to the number of  two hundred
men - surelv this must be ar iar i .  What
inducements can New Zealand offer to
an American apart  f rom trading. I  had
this todav from a nat ive from Maketu
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Wiltiam Rogers senior's store is shown (arrowed) on this 1 845 map of Maketu' which was
probably made from the surveys carried out by John Jermyn symonds in 1843. The lines
on the map were drawn by Rev. Thomas Chapman with the assistance of T.H. Smith prior

to the gnnting of tand for the Wharekahu Mission Station. ln the centre is the
.Protector's House.. On the centre right is the "old site of Pah' which is Pukemaire Pa

llater Redoubt).
PHOTO: Internal  Affairs Department Inwards correspondence and Registered Fi les lA

Series 1 ,  18481962 {Nat ional  Archives of  New Zealand Head Off ice, Wel l ingtoni .
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who says he (Mr M) has brought down
two Mechanics who are gone up.. . .The
rest of  Chapman's let ter is missing, but
the two mechanics referred to may well
have been Messrs Rogers and Dal ly.
(Wi l l iam Mayhew lef t  New Zealand in
1846. See L.M. Rogers, The Early
Journals of Henry Williams)

Although the f lax trade was no longer
what it was in the boom years of the early
1830s when Phi l l ip Tapsel l  was at
Maketu, some business was st i l l  being
done when Mr Symonds arrived there in
July 1843, and on 30 October he noted:

Schooner at  anchor to take Mr Rogers'
f lax to Bay of ls lands bearing the
pf easing and very witty name ol I Don't
Know. Some f lax had ear l ier  been
taken, on 20 September,  by a cutter
belonging to Mr White,  of  Matata.

Not ic ing the large area of f lax on the
banks of the Kaituna river, Symonds
recorded that i t  was being worked by the
natives, who were "receiving a fair
payment in blankets and trade from the
European stat ioned here".

These "fair  payments",  however,  whether
for pigs,  potatoes or f lax,  had only
recent ly been at the centre of  a dispute as
to when they should be made - before or
after the above commodit ies were
del ivered -  involv ing Dr Short land, the
"European" (Mr Rogers) and the "nat ives"
(the Maketu people).  In his . journal ,  10
Apri l  1843 (copy in Auckland Publ ic
Library),  Short land remarked:

A bad system of t rading has prevai led
here between the Europeans and
nat ives, very much to the disadvantage
of the former and very in.iurious to the
imorovement of the natives. When the
trader receives his goods the natives
assemble and by dint  of  persuasions
and importuni ty ( tohe) obtain the whole
in a few days on credi t .  A Mr Tapsal l
agent for Mr Jones of Sydney"
introduced this system. The resul t  of
his t rading was a loss of  about e 1400
for his employer.  Since that t ime but

few have traded with them with the
exception of Mr Mayhew of the Bay of
ls lands, who kept a nat ive woman
belonging to this country and sent her
down with a great deal  of  property to
buy pigs and f  lax.  This property as was
natural  was dissipated among the
natives and but few returns received.
The European now l iv ing at  Maketu has
involuntar i ly pursued the same plan. By
my advice he has put a stop to it, very
much to the dissatisfaction of the
natives. who refuse to trade with him
on any other terms. They have had
several  ta lks,  or as they cal led i t
'Komit is '  wi th me on the subiect and
are much disoleased with the advice I
have given the European.

There appear to have been no such
dif f icul t ies when Symonds was at Maketu.
Symonds, who stayed in Short land's
house at Wharekahu, got on wel l  wi th Mr
Rogers and procured pork and potatoes
from the trader, to whom he gave seeds
and olants.

I t  was almost certainly Wil l iam Rogers
who was the American at Maketu
ment ioned by Thomes Chapman in his
journal  on Sunday 1 September 1850:

Held morning service and school,  and
our English service - attended by an
American -  the only resident here -  save
ourselves - not native. This man was
formerly a largish dealer in Flax -  but
this branch of the nat ive trade has
almost dwindled to nothing. He is
regular in his at tendance and tho'  the
only one, i t  is  a sat isfact ion to have
that one with us on Sundav services.

Doubt less i t  was the same man who was
st i l l  a regular at tendant at  services seven
years later. After recording that he had
held morning service and bapt isms for a
very at tent ive Maori  congregat ion of  80,
on Sunday 14 June 1857, Chapman
cont inued: "Fngl ish service, wi th my usual
congregat ion of  two -  Mrs Chapman and a
1'raderl"
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Evidence of Wi l l iam Rogers'  shipbui ld ing
activities comes from M.N. Watt's /ndex
to the N.Z. Section of the Register of all
British Ships 184O-7 95O, which records
that he bui l t  and owned the schooner
Mary at Maketu and registered it at
Auckland on 22 Novembet 1848. The
vessel is stated to have been lost some
time before 1853. But he probably also
bui l t  other ships or boats,  as he is
presumed to have been the European
"who builds vessels for the natives and
l ives close to the pa" referred to by T.H.
Smith in a letter from Maketu dated 2
September 1845 (see Stafford,  Te
Arawal.  Mr Rogers was almost certainly
the "shipbui lder here" ment ioned by
Thomas Chapman in his lournal ,  11 July
1853, and from this i t  can be assumed
that he had been for some t ime, and was
st i l l  engaged in the trade. His customers
are presumed to have been Maketu Maori
who wished to t ransport  their  produce to
market in Auckland in their  own vessels.

Mr Rogers'  store is shown on an 1845
plan of Maketu prepared in connect ion
with the Government Grant of land f or the
Wharekahu mission stat ion. The plan was
probably drawn from surveys made by J.J.
Symonds in 1843. The locat ion of  the
store was near the waterfront of Maketu
Harbour,  north of  the present township
and west of Maketu Pa. The land it stood
on was cal led Otairoa.

Mr Rogers is shown as a resident of
Maketu in an electoral  rol l  of  1855 and
again in rol ls of  the late 1860s and ear ly
1870s. In the lat ter instance his dwel l ing
was stated to be at Otairoa. He was the
f i rst  Dostmaster at  Maketu from 1860 to
1 862, when he appears to have moved to
the Matata district f or a period. According
to a l ist  of  European occupiers of  Maori
lands oubl ished in 1863 (A.J.H.R.,  1863,
E.16) he had been occupying 314 acre of
land there since 1861. Before long,
however, he returned to Maketu, and was
there at  the t ime of the Tai  Rawhit i  f  orces'
at tack on the sett lement in Apri l  1864.
On the night of  Saturday, 23 Apri l ,  when
it  was rumoured that an at tack would be
made on Mr Rogers'  store,  a detachment

of Forest Rangers was stat ioned in his
house (see Daily Southern Ci'oss, 29 April
1864, o.4] | .  The late Mr Norman Steele,
of  Rotorua, who was a descendant of  Mr
Rogers said that when he was a youngster
an elder relat ive, Mrs Ernie Montgomery,
told him that the old two-stor ied bui ld ing
then standing on the waterfront at  Maketu
was formerly Wil l iam Rogers senior 's
store. The bui ld ing referred to was for
long a landmark in the sett lement.  l t  is
shown in an 1886 photograph, and in later
Dhotos taken circa 1917 and 1931 a pine
tree is seen growing on the beach in f ront
of  i t .

The late Mrs Dorothy Forrest (q.v.) ,  who
was born in 1905 and grew up in Maketu,
said,  however,  that when she was "very
smal l"  the house was the residence of
"people named Smith".  This is supported
by some of the older generat ion at
Maketu, who bel ieve that the house was
bui l t  by a Mr Smith (presumably Thomas
Hawkins Smith the bui lder -  he
constructed the Whakarewarewa hotel  -
and f lax-mi l ler  who came to the Bay of
Plentv about 1868 and died at  Paengaroa
in 1925).  Mr Smith is said to have l ived in
the house and afterwards his son- in- law
and daughter,  Mr and Mrs J.  Hodge,
resided there. Later i t  was tenanted bY a
number of  fami l ies.

Another old resident,  the late Mr L.
Singleton, who came to Maketu as a boy
in 1921, remembered the bui ld ing being
referred to as " the storehouse",  al though
he had no idea why.

Mrs Francis Kenny, of  Te Awamutu, who
stayed in the old house when she was a
gir l  dur ing the hol idays in January 1931,
savs she understood that it was owned by
the Tapsel ls at  that t ime and "that they
had vacated i t  and moved across to a
larger place".

Another v iew of the bui ld ing's past is
recal led by Mr Amyas Ringer,  of  Auckland,
who grew up in Maketu in the 1920s and
1930s. He alwavs understood that i t  had
once been an hotel .  Eventual ly,  he says,
i t  became derel ict  and he remembers i t
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being " tumble-down, no windows or
doors",  then some t ime in the 1930s i t
was destroyed by f  i re.
I t  is oossible that Smith bui l t  the store, or
house, for Mr Rogers in the late 1860's to
replace an ear l ier  bui ld ing. or bui ld ings, on
the site and in later years lived in the
house himself ,  but th is seems unl ikely.
Whatever the truth of the matter, though,
H.G. Robley's water-colour v iew of
Maketu from Pukemaire Redoubt in 1864-
65 appears to show two whare-style,
single-storied houses close together near
the site of the later two-storied building
referred to above and another whare a
short  distance inland from them. The f i rst
two whares, which were by the beach,
were probably owned by Mr Rogers,  as no
other buildings ate shown on the
waterfront and no two-storied buildings
anvwhere in Maketu,

Wil l iam Rogers'  chi ldren by his marr iage
with Kataraina Rangikawhit i  were his sons
Wil l iam and Charles (both later
storekeeoers at Maketu) and his
daughters:  Raiha, who marr ied f i rst ly T.J.
Bennett (one of their sons was the Rt Rev.
F.A. Bennett, first Bishop of Aotearoa) and
secondly W.A. Butt  (one-t ime storekeeper
at Maketu);  and Mariana, who marr ied a
Mr Clayton.

Footnote: The descendants of  Wi l l iam
Rogers bel ieve he was at var ious t imes in
other Darts of New Zealand besides those
mentioned here, including the East Coast.

Thomas Wrigley, 1 861 -78

Born in Stockport ,  England, in 1817,
Thomas Wrigley arr ived in Auckland, New
Zealand, with his young wife Julia in
1858. After working in Patterson's store
for three vears he moved to Maketu in
1 861 and opened his own store there.

Mrs Wrigley was for a t ime the only
Eurooean woman in Maketu, and when
she became ser iously i l l  she was very
concerned about the future of her little
daughter Kate. However, she was visited
by Archdeacon Brown, of  Tauranga, who
comforted her with the assurance that if

the need arose he would take care of
Kate. On 15 November 1862 the Rev.
Charles Baker,  then stat ioned at Tauranga,
also came to vis i t  her.  He recorded in his
journal :  "Went to the pa to see a sick
woman Mrs Wrigley,  who has been some
time i l l  "  (See Baker Journal ,  Auckland
Inst i tute and Museum).

Thomas Wrigley
PHOTO: "Tauranga, 1882-1982" ed. A.C.

Bel lamv.

In 1 863 the Wrigleys moved to one of the
bays at  Matapihi ,  Tauranga, but just
before the batt le of  Gate Pa in 1864 they
were commanded to go across the
harbour to Tauranga (or Te Papa as i t  was
then known),  where the troops were
stat ioned and where Mr Wrigley
establ ished a very successful  store.

From informat ion contained in his obi tuary
(Bay of Plenty Times, 17 October 1894)
and a let ter f rom his daughter Mrs Kate
Commons to her s ister Mrs Margaret Cook
in 1921 (Tauranga Publ ic Library
Archives),  i t  appears that af ter the per iod
of warfare died down at Tauranga in the
late 1860s Thomas Wrigley establ ished
stores at  Maketu, At iamuri ,  Ohinemutu
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and, for a short  t ime, at  Opot ik i .  Both Mr
Wrigley and his wife,  who was a capable
businesswoman, took turns to r ide down
from Tauranga to over look things at
Maketu.

Except for the Ohinemutu store built in
1 878 (see Stafford, The Founding Yearc in
Rotorua), the dates when Mr WrigleY
started the stores listed above is not
known, but possibly they were connected
with the stat ioning of  European and Maori
mi l i tary forces, including the Armed
Constabulary, in the different Bay of
Plenty settlements during the period from
1864 to the late 1870s. At Maketu the
lmperial  and Colonial  t roops were in
occupat ion from ear ly 1864 to about late
1866 and the Armed Constabularv f rom
about fate 1869 to eat ly 1877.

ln Wise's New Zealand Directorv fot 1872
Thomas Wrigley advertised himself as a
general  storekeeper,  wine and spir i t
merchant and agent for the N.Z.S.S. Co.
Ltd (New Zealand Steamship Co. Ltd) at
both Tauranga and Maketu.

The Wrigley stores at  Maketu and
Ohinemutu were under the administrat ion
of Mr W.A. Butt ,  according to an obi tuary
of the fatter gentleman (BaY of Plenty
Times, 16 December 1915),  which stated
that the business of the stores included
the "provisioning of the Native and
European troops".  Mr Butt  l ived at  var ious
t imes in Tauranga, Maketu and Ohinemutu
(see notes on his store at Maketu).

Mr Wrigley certainly had a part  in
supplying the Armed Constabulary,
stationed in the Bay of Plenty from the
fate 1860s to the late 187Os. Fhe Bay of
Plenty Times, 19 June 1875, recorded
that he had submit ted the lowest tender
for supplying forage to the A.C. Force
stationed at Tauranga, Maketu, Matata
and Ohinemutu-

Fire is said to have destroyed Mr Wrigley's
stores at  Maketu, ohinemutu and
Tauranga. A new store bui l t  at  Ohinemutu
in 1883 suggests that f i re could have
destroyed the previous one shortly before.

The Tauranga store was burnt in 1881.
The Maketu f i re was almost certainly that
reported in the Daily southern cross,
Tuesday, 15 September 1874, in a
dispatch from Tauranga dated "Monday":

The Maketu Inn and store recentlY
purchased by Thomas Wrigley from
Samuels and Jacobson, was completely
destroyed by fire early Yesterday
morning. The cause is supposed to be
incendiar ism. The bui ld ing was
uninsured. The premises were
unoccupied at the t ime, and had a very
smal l  stock.

From this it is presumed that the store
Wrigley had at Maketu in1872 was not
burnt.  But whether i t  was or not,  there
was a Wrigley store "standing within
f i f teen feet"  of  Mr F.M. Carnachan's store
when the lat ter bui ld ing was destroyed by
f i re in Februarv 1878. The Bay of Plenty
Ir'mes reported that Mr Wrigley's store
was saved "with great di f f icul ty".

No further def in i te informat ion is avai lable
about the si te of  th is Wrigley store. l t
seems probable though, that i t  was the
store shown on an 1891 survey plan to be
on Lot 2 Tawhao Block, over 65 metres
east of  the Cathol ic church. This is the
store understood to have been later
owned successively by Messrs W.A. Butt
and Wil l iam Rogers Junior.  The notes on
Mr Carnachan's store support  the above
as the si te of  Wrigley's store.

I t  is not unl ikely that about 1878 Mr W.A.
Butt took over Mr Wrigley's Maketu store
as his own. In that year he (Mr Butt)
made his f i rst  appearance in Wise's
Directory as a resident of Maketu, and it
wi l l  be seen that on 25 November 1884
he was reported to have transferred his
store to Mr Wil l iam Rogers jun.

One man who remembered the Wrigley
store at  Ohinemutu and how i t  was
suppl ied was the late Mr Arthur Wilson.
Born in 1869, a son of lsaac Wilson, an
early propr ietor of  the Lake House Hotel ,
Ohinemutu, Arthur Wilson l ived at the
lat ter place as a boy trom 1872 unt i l  h is
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fami ly moved to Tauranga in 1883. Whi le
residing at  the Old People's Home, Napier,
in 1963, Arthur Wilson, then aged ninety-
four,  was interviewed by Rotorua histor ian
Don Stafford. An extract from the
transcript of a tape-recording made by Mr
Stafford during the interview refers to the
manner in which Mr Wrigley suppl ied his
Ohinemutu store with goods brought from
Auckland by sea in his own vessel ,  the
Lancashire Lass, to Tauranga and thence
by waggon to Ohinemutu. The man who
drove the waggon was cal led Nicholson,
but Margaret Cook and Kate Commons
remembered him as Nicholas.

Besides the Lancashire lass, Thomas
Wrigley in the ear ly 1870s and ear ly
1880s was the owner or oart-owner of
other coastal vessels, such as the
Tauranga, Vincent, Louise and lsabel lsee
Watts lndex to New Zealand Shipping and
early issues of the Bay of Plenty Timesl.
No doubt al l  these l i t t le shios were used to
supply his stores in the Bay of Plenty.

With such an interest in shipping, i t  comes
as no surpr ise that Mr Wrigley was, f rom
July 1877 to Apri l  1880, the Tauranga
agent of  the Union Steamship Company
Ltd, which in those days brought tour ists
from southern ports for Rotorua, landing
them at Tauranga. Previous to this Mr
Wrigley was for var ious per iods the agent
of the S.S. Southern Cross lBay of Plenty
Times, January-March 1875) and the S.S.
Rowena (Bay of Plenty Times, April-July
1875),  which carr ied passengers and
cargo between Auckland and the Bay of
Plenty ports,  As already related, he was
also the agent of  the N.Z.S.S. Co. Ltd in
1872.

Despite the setbacks he suffered, Thomas
Wrigley took a prominent part  in publ ic
affairs and was elected Mayor of
Tauranga in 1883, 1884 and 1885. In
1889 he was st i l l  enterpr is ing enough to
start  a f laxmil l  at  Umuhika, Matata,  but
this too was burnt down ear ly in
September 1 891 .  Mr Wrigley then sold
out his business interests in Tauranga and
went storekeeping in Rotorua, presumably

in the new township there and not at
Ohinemutu.

On 11 November 1891 the Bay of Plenty
Times carried a report from Rotorua that
he had arr ived there and intended "to
remain permanent ly and cont inue in
business".  Mr Wrigley died whi le on a
vis i t  to his nat ive Stockport ,  England, on
24 August 1 894.

James & Denis Foley, 1 864-66

In his "Recol lect ions of  the War" in the
Bay of Plenty Times, 1 5 and 'l 8
September 1890, Captain A. Smith,
N.Z.C. ment ioned the brothers James and
Denis Foley as storekeepers (and
apparent ly also butchers) in partnership,  at
Maketu in 1864-65. Captain Smith,  who
was stat ioned at Maketu at  that t ime with
the 1st Waikato Regiment,  hinted that the
Foleys may have done business, al though
indirect ly,  wi th the Hauhau. Referr ing to
the ear ly months of  1865, he wrote:

A European named Fox about this t ime
was suspected of being in
communicat ion with the enemy, and
supplying them with warl ike stores. He
was cont inual ly coming into camp at
Maketu, and br inging in mobs of catt le
for the butchers,  and taking away
goods of al l  descr ipt ions with him on
his journeys in land. An order eventual ly
arr ived for his arrest,  which being
carr ied out,  stopped his journeys. at
any rate for the t ime. The brothers
Foley, who were storekeeping at
Maketu, managed however for a long
t ime afterwards to get suppl ies of
catt le f rom inland. How these catt le
were brought in safety to camp has
been a source of wonder to many, for
the whole coast was in a state of
turbulence with the fanat ics of  the
paimarire,  under their  leaders,  Te Ua,
whom lhave already ment ioned, patara
of Taranaki ,  and Kereopa of the Arawa
tr ibe.

I t  is not known exact ly how long the
Foleys remained in business as
storekeepers at  Maketu. Their  venture
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had probably started with the arrival of the
troops ear ly in 1864 (Denis Foley was
ment ioned in connect ion with the f ight ing
in Apri l )  and no doubt ended when the
mil i tary forces were withdrawn about the
end of 1866. Another possibi l i ty is that
they sold their  business to E.J.  Borel l  (q.v.)
perhaps in 1866. There is,  however,  no
evidence to support  th is suggest ion, nor is
anything known of their premises or its
whereabouts.

From 1867 to 1869 Denis Folev was
l icensee of the Travel ler 's Rest Hotel  at
Maketu. About the same t ime (1 867-69)
James Foley was part-owner of  a farm at
Otumoetai, Tauranga. Later both brothers
went farming at Katikati.

E.J.  Borel l ,  1866-68

Al l  that is known of the French trader
Emile J.  Borel l 's  connect ion with Maketu
is a reference to his being a storekeeper
there in December 1866 by Gi lbert  Mair  in
Reminiscences and Maori Sfo/'/es; his
name "James Borel l ,  Maketu",  in the
Frankl in electoral  rol l  for  1868-69; and the
fol lowing advert isement which was
published in the Weekly rVe ws, 30 May
1868:

dOOD INYESTTdENT AT IIATEAII. BAY
OF PEENfg,

No further informat ion is avai lable about
when the store was sold,  or to whom; nor
is i ts locat ion known. In the 1850's Borel l
had l ived at Rangiaowhia in the Waikato.
He died at  Te Puna, Tauranga, in 1885.

T.J.  Bennetr  1871-72

The only evidence that points to Mr T.J.
Bennett 's having been a storekeeper at
Maketu is to be found in the Don Stafford
Collection notes from the New Zealand
Herald,  27 July 1871, and C.M. Ol l iv ier 's
A Visit to the Boiling Springs of New
Zealand (1871). Both of these
oubl icat ions refer to the accommodat ion
house at Taheke (Rotorua district), the
former giv ing the innkeeper 's name as "Mr
Bennett of Maketu" and latter stating that
the house was let  to an "enterpr is ing
storekeeDer of  Maketu".

Ear ly in 1 871 Mr Bennett  marr ied Raiha,
daughter of  the ear ly Maketu trader
Wil l iam Rogers Senior.  Miss Lett ie
Spencer,  daughter of  the missionary S.M.
Spencer,  recorded in her journal  that she
was invi ted to the wedding, which took
place at  Maketu on 15 February 1871.
Late in June 1872 Miss Spencer also
noted in her journal  that the Vercoe fami ly
had moved from Te Rahui (Maketu) "down
to Bennetts".  This suggests that Mr
Bennett  had accommodat ion to let  as wel l
as a store at Maketu. lt is not known
exact ly how long he was in business in
that settlement, when he started or when
he f in ished. On 18 Septembet 1872,
however, he announced in the Bay of
Plenty Times the opening of the Rotorua
Hotel .  Ohinemutu. in the middle of
November that year.  On 22 November
1873 i t  was reported in the same paper
that he was to be oostmaster at
Ohinemutu (see Don Stafford Col lect ion,
Rotorua Publ ic Librarv).

L. Samuels and J. Jacobsohn, 1872-74

ln the first issue of the Bay of Plenty
Times, 4 September 1872, the Jewish
trade.s Messrs Lewis Samuels and J.
Jacobsohn advert ised themselves as
storekeepers and shipping agents ( for the

UrLetu, M:ty 16, 18SS
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S.S, Southern Cross) of Tauranga, Opotiki,
Maketu and Matata. However, they
almost certainly started in business at
Maketu several years earlier than 1872.
They were already establ ished in Tauranga
in 1867 lTauranga Record, 15 June
1867).  According to the records of  the
Armed Constabulary in Nat ional  Archives,
the f i rm of Samuels and Jacobsohn, at
Maketu, submitted a tender for the supply
of hay and oats to that force in 1 871 . At
this t ime the A.C. Force was stat ioned at
Maketu and several other Bay of Plenty
settlements.

Like Thomas Wrigley,  Messrs Samuels and
Jacobsohn probably l ived in Tauranga and
paid visits to Maketu and other places
they had stores. l t  was at Matapihi  whi le
on his way to Maketu from Tauranga on
17 October 1872 that Mr Jacobsohn was
thrown from his horse and slightly in.iured.

The partner's property at Maketu included
not only their store but the Maketu Hotel,
of  which Mr Lewis Samuels was the
l icensee from 1870 to 1874, and several
other bui ld ings. The fact  that the Maketu
Hotel  held i ts l icence from 1870 suggests
that i t  was bui l t  in 1 869 and that Samuels
and Jacobsohn started their store at
Maketu at  the same t ime or even ear l ier .

The Maketu Hotel 's l icence was not
renewed in 1874, and this may have
contributed to a decline in the partners'
t rade in the Bay of Plenty,  leading to the
sale of  their  business. At any rate,  on 24
June 1874 Mr Wil l iam Kel ly advert ised in
the Bay of Plenty Zmes that "having
purchased the estate of Messrs Samuels
and Jacobsohn",  he requested an
immediate settlement of all outstanding
accounts.  As already related, the Maketu
property (the hotel, store, etc) was
purchased by Mr Thomas Wrigley,  of
Tauranga, and not long afterwards the
bui ld ings were destroyed by f i re,  on 13
September 1 874.

Early in June 1874 i t  was recorded that
Mr Samuels and his fami ly had lef t
Tauranga for Auckland. Mr Jacobsohn,

however,  remained in Tauranga, running a
store there unt i l  the autumn of 1877.

w.A. Butt ,  1878-84

According to an account of  his l i fe in the
Bay of Plenty Times, 16 December 1915,
William Alfred Butt served in the Forest
Rangers dur ing the war in the Waikato in
1864, r is ing to the rank of  sergeant.  In
the fol lowing year he io ined the Opot ik i
expedit ionary force, dispatched to that
distr ict  af ter the ki l l ing of  the Rev. Carl
Volkner,  and took part  in the f ight ing
there. He was placed in charge of the
captured prisoners sent to Auckland on
HMS fcrpse. Later he joined the First
Waikato Regiment and fought in the forest
campaign on the outskir ts of  Tauranga in
1867:

On the terminat ion of  host i l i t ies,  Mr
Butt for many years carried on the large
trading business of  Mr Thomas Wrigley
at Maketu and Rotorua, a position of
great t rust  and responsibi l i ty,  including
the provis ioning of  the Nat ive and
European troops, which Mr Butt
discharged with great fidelity. Mr Butt
was of a very ret i r ing, modest
disposition, but of a sturdy
independence and absolute integr i ty.
He leaves a widow and an admirable
family of  grown-up sons and
daughters. . .

From this i t  appears that Mr Butt  became
Mr Wrigley's manager in about 1868,
after the fighting in the bush had died
down in the western Bay of Plenty.  He
made his f i rst  appearance as a resident of
Maketu in Wise's Directory for 1878-79,
and in a directory published in the Bay of
Plentv Times in 1880 he is recorded as a
storekeeper at both Tauranga and Maketu
and as a l icensed interpreter at  the lat ter
place. However,  he was ment ioned by
Captain Gif bert MaiI (Reminiscences and
Maori Storiesl as a storekeeper at Maketu
in the ear ly 1870s and could have been
managing for Mr Wrigley there from that
t ime or f rom the late 1860s. Doubt less,
too, he was the Mr Butt  who was involved
in a dispute with Henare Te Pukuatua and
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supporters which
of Plenty Times, 8

led to "fisticufts" lBay
October,  1873).

appears to be this s i te (Lot 2 Tawhao
Block) that is substant ial  enough to have
been used as a store by, successively,
Messrs Wrigley,  Butt  and the Rogers
brothers,  Wi l l iam iun. and Charles.

Mr Butt ,  however,  was aPParent lY the
owner of  another s imi lar but smal ler
bui ld ing further west on the eastern side
of the Cathol ic Church. About 1920
members of  the Steele fami ly,  then of
Rotorua, were photographed on the
verandah of th is lat ter cottage and they
have understood i t  was formerly W.A.
Butt 's property.  Their  mother,  Mrs
Ngaroma Steele,  was a daughter of  Mr
Butt  and his second wife,  Raihi
Rangikawhit i  Rogers (s ister of  Wi l l iam
Rogers jun. and Charles Rogers).  A 1937
ohoto shows the Butt cottage with an iron
roof in olace of the wooden shingles of
the circa 1920 photo. l t  is  not known i f
th is bui ld ing was ever used as a store.

Al though he undoubtedly spent t ime at
Maketu and Ohinemutu looking af ter his
own and Mr Wrigley's interests there, Mr
Butt 's home for many years appears to
have been at Tauranga. His residence
there was on the eastern side of  Grey
Street at  i ts junct ion with El izabeth Street,
and this is where his f i rst  wi fe,  Theresa
Nga Kotuku, died on 16 November 1889.
Of her the Bav of Plentv Times remarked:

The deceased resided here for 23
years,  and was highly respected by
Europeans and her own race, of  which
she was an eminent ly representat lve
indiv idual ,  having been PrinciPal
chief tainess of  the Ngaitama sect ion of
the whakatohea tr ibe, OPot ik i '  She
was highly esteemed among her own
tr ibe, by whom she was considered a
model of  feminine nobi l i tv.  The funeral
took place yesterday at  3p.m. at  the
old cemeterv,  and was wel l  at tended by
Europeans and Maoris.  The services
were conducted by the Rev. W.
Goodvear,  who came from Maketu in
accordance with the desire of  the
deceased.

William Alfred Butt
PHOTO: Butt  f  ami lv

** i t**

Eventual ly,  i t  seems possible that Mr Butt
took over Mr Wrigley's Maketu store as
his own. This is suggested by a report  in
the Bay of PlentY Times, 25 November
1884. that he, Mr Butt ,  had transferred
his Maketu store to Wil l iam Rogers jun, of
Ohinemutu, and intended start ing a
business as
Ohinemutu.

a "native agent" at

The Wrigley store at  Maketu which Mr
Butt  ei ther managed or took over is
presumed to have been that which was
within f i f teen feet of  Mr Carnachan's store
when the lat ter was destroyed by f i re in
February 1878. As related in the notes on
Messrs Wrigley's and Carnachan's stores,
Wrigley's store is presumed to have been
on lot  2 Tawhao Block, which would have
Dlaced it over 65 metres east of the
Cathol ic church. Mr Carnachan's store,
before i t  was burnt down, is bel ieved to
have stood on the eastern side of
Wrigley's store.

Photographs of Maketu taken in 1886 and
circa 1890 show a bui ld ing on what
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Mr Butt 's second wife.  Raiha
Rangikawhit i ,  d ied in 1 930.

Early in February 1890 Mr Butt  was
reported to have left Rotorua, where he
then was, to l ive in Waiorongomai.  But
later he returned to Rotorua and died at
his home at Taumataherea, Ohinemutu, on
1 1 December 1915.

William Rogers jun, 1884-94

A son of the ear ly t rader Wil l iam Rogers,
who died at  Maketu in 1874, Wil l iam
Rogers. jun.,  as already related, took over
the store of  W.A. Butt  in 1884. He was
last shown as a storekeeper at Maketu in
a directory dated 1894-95. l t  seems l ikely
that his store was situated a few chains
east of the Catholic church and on the
same side of  the road to Waihi  as the
church. An 1891 olan of  Maketu
township area shows a store in this
position. Photographs of Maketu from
1886 to 1937 show what appears to be
the same bui ld ing on this s i te,  al though
the later '1937 view shows i t  wi th an i ron
roof instead of the or iginal  wooden
shingles. The only other store at  Maketu
marked on the 1 891 olan is that on the
opposi te s ide of  the Waihi  road and north-
west of the Catholic church - the store
which later was owned f  or many years by
the Ringer f  ami ly.  In 1 891 i t  would have
been run by Chaytor and Carnachan.
Members of  the Steele fami lv ( then of
Rotorua) were photographed outside the
bui ld ing east of  the Cathol ic church about
1920, and thev have understood that i t
was formerly W.A. Butt 's property.  Their
mother,  Mrs Ngaroma Steele,  was a
daughter of  Mr Butt  and his second wife
Raiha Rangikawhit i  Rogers (s ister of
Wil l iam and Charles Rogers).

According to the Cyclopedia of New
Zealand (1902),  Mr Rogers had for some
time been l iv ing at  Ohinemutu, Rotorua, as
a storekeeper and licensed interpreter. He
was said to have been born in Thames in
1857 and to have received his educat ion
in Auckland. He then became an
accountant with the Post office savings
Bank and later a l icensed interoreter.

Besides the Maketu and Ohinemutu
ventures he also ran stores (presumably at
di f ferent t imes) at  Te Puke and
Waitekauri ,  and bui l t  and ran for a t ime
the Geyser Hotel  at  Whakarewarewa,
Rotorua. With his brother Charles he
opened a bi l l iard saloon at Ohinemutu in
June 1882. From July to October in 1892
he leased the Paroa f laxmil l ,  near Maketu.
A 19S directorv included his name as a
resident of  Maketu and a f laxmil ler  bv
occuoat ion.

Williams Rogers junior
PHoro: 

:"*':*r:" 

orNew*Zealand "

A descendant of  Tamatekapua, Wil l iam
Rogers jun. was a leading chief  of  the
Arawa tr ibe. In 1 881 he marr ied a grand-
daughter of  Te Waharoa, the late warr ior
chief  of  the Ngat i  Haua, of  Matamata. He
died at Rotorua on 22 Apri l  1917.

Mr Griffiths, 1g9O

On 3 March 1890 the Rotorua
correspondent of the Bay of Plenty Times
reported that Mr Griffiths of that town
was about to start  a branch store at
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Maketu having secured the premises
known as the Star Hotel .  The prospects
for Maketu at  that t ime were exceedingly
br ight wi th the f lax boom in lu l l  swing and
an influx of settlers expected after the
sale of  Government land in the Pongakawa
distr ict .

A number of  Maories here, in imitat ion
of their  Matata brethren, have formed a
company on the same l ines, and per

cutter Lizette are getting flour, suger
etc. .  to disDense to their  f  o lk at  a lower
rate than the resident storekeepers;
speaking to one of the Promoters,  he

view of Maketu looking west-north-west from Pukemaire Pa and Redoubt site, circa 189O.

Lone pine trce by two-storey house on waterfront is about the site of william Rogers

senior's store of the 7 84Os. Large building in foreground is the Anglican church' with the
post Office to the teft. ln the centre the 3rd buitding from the right lpartlY obscured by a

bushy tree) is wittiam Rogers iuniors presumed store. Maketu Pa site is at centre right.
PHOTO: Goodyear FamilY

***

ln a further note in the same despatch,
apparent ly wr i t ten at  a later t ime, the
correspondent remarked that the store had
been ooened under the able management
of Mr Fortune, late of  Ohinemutu.

A Maori Co-Operative, 1892

On 28 November 1892 the BaY of Plenty
Times carried the following dispatch from
its Maketu correspondent:

assured me that no ' t ick '  would be
given. l t  remains to be seen whether
the af fair  wi l l  prove a success.

Unfortunately nothing more was heard of
this Maori  business venture.

C. Kramer-Walter, 1 893-1 9O 1

Late in Novembe( 1892 i t  was reported by
the Maketu correspondent oI the BaY of
Plenty Times that the Pacific islands trader
Mr C.K. Walter was rumoured to have
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purchased the "old Hotel"  bui ld ing at
Maketu (actual ly the former Star Hotel)
and intended opening a general  store there
very shortly. lt was not, however, until
December of  the fol lowing year that Mr
Walter actuallv arrived to start his
business at  Maketu. His fami ly bel ieve
the delay was caused by i l lness.

Born in Sao Paulo, Brazil, of German
extract ion. Carlos Kramer-Walter (Kramer
was his father 's surname, Walter his
mother 's)  was educated in Germanv. He
then returned to Brazi l ,  where he acted as
German Consul f  or a t ime bef ore migrat ing
to Austral ia and again performing consular
dut ies at  Newcast le.  Later he was a
trader on the Paci f ic is land of Tongatabu.
In September1899, af ter near ly seven
years in business at  Maketu, bad health
forced Mr Kramer-Walter to advertise his
store for sale in the Bay of Plenty Times
as f  o l lows:

To SPtCllLlrons,
BREWEnS, ETC.

nffi-Ns co$sr-PoRT 0r'
IIAKSIU, BAY OF PLET{qY.

OB IMMEDTATE SATE,

lloails, and eloao to now E&tstiaaod
wharf. 'One of the few fresholtl*
in lfoketu. .$uitablo for Store,
Fotol or Rsstamant. Trdffic
groat'ly iucreaoing. Titleperfect.- For inspor:tioo antl pertioulare
opply, be{bre l6th. Sept-embar, to:

c. K. WaLlSn,
Makotu.

More than a year was to pass before the
store was sold,  and the new owner,  Mr
Moses Spence, of  Tauranga, did not take
over unt i l  ear ly January 1 901 .  Mr Kramer-
Walter af terwards resided at Paengaroa

where he died in 1 9 1 2 at  the age of 7 7.
Some of his let ters and business records
are now held by the Tauranga Museum
and Taurnaga Publ ic Library Archives.

Ca os Kramer-Walter
PHOTO: Kramer-Walter f  amilv

Charles Rogers, 1 9OO-O9

A brother of  Wi l l iam Rogers jun. (q.v.) ,
Charles Rogers is recorded in director ies
giving l ists of  Maketu residents as a
storekeeper at  Maketu from 1900 to
1909. ln ear l ier  t imes he is understood to
have kept stores at  Rotorua and Wairoa,
probably at  di f ferent per iods.

With his brother Wil l iam he ooened a
bi l l iard saloon at  Ohinemutu in June 1882,
and from 1884 to 1886 he was a l icensee
of the Star Hotel ,  Maketu. l t  seems l ikelv
that the store he conducted at Maketu
was the same as that run by his brother
from 1884 to 1894 and before that bv
W.A. Butt .  When Mr Rogers advert ised i t
to let  in May 1901 i t  was descr ibed as "A
wel l -esta bl ished store and bake-house,
with good dwel l ing rooms attached; smal l
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stock to take over". According to the Bay
of Plenty Times, 10 January 1900, the
store had a narrow escape from
destruct ion by f i re when a nearby bui ld ing
was burnt to the ground.

Charles Rogers is presumed to have given
up storekeeping in about 19O9-10, and in
a 1912 directory he is l is ted as a "nat ive
interpreter".

As related elsewhere, for a per iod before
1913 he had the contract to carry the mai l
between the Te Puke and Maketu Post
of f ices,  and from 1913 to about 1920
between the Paengaroa and Maketu post

offices. According to the Te Puke Times'
29 June 1 923, he was "for some t ime the
mai l  carr ier between Maketu and Matata".
No ment ion was made of his other runs,
so ei ther the statement is in error or the
Matata run was in addi t ion to his other
dut ies.  fn a directory publ ished in 1924,
shortly after his death (at Rotorua on 23
June 1923 aged 62) his occupat ion is
given as "nat ive interpreter".

Charles Rogers'home, in which his widow
Mrs Ti t ihuia Rogers l ived for some years,
was si tuated a l i t t le below the Angl ican
Church on the r idge over looking Maketu
township.  The late Mr Norman Steele,  of
Rotorua, who was his grand-nePhew,
recal led staying there as a boy about
1 91 6. He remembered that there was a
Dear tree on the section, a potato pit

behind the house and that he was given a
broom to sweep the yard. As recorded
elsewhere, he also went with his grand-
uncle on the mai l  run to Paengaroa.

Moses Spence, 1 901 -04

The range of goods and services provided
by the early storekeepers is indicated by a
brief report in the Bay of Plenty Times
concerning the opening of Spence & Co's
branch store at Maketu (purchased from
Mr Kramer-Walter,  see above).  The f i rm
intended supplying "sett lers with al l  k inds
of farmers'  requisi tes such as t imber,
wire,  posts,  manure, seeds implements
etc.  They wi l l  a lso keep grocer ies for sale
in wholesale parcels of  bedrock pr ices and

stock i ronmongery and draPerY, buy
farmers'  maize and other produce. "  This
store appears not to have been a great
success, though, and in March 1904 the
f i rm announced that i t  had closed and that
al l  seeds would be suppl ied from Tauranga
or direct  f rom Yates and Co.,  as the
customer desired.

On 18 January 1905 the BaY of PlentY
Times teoorted that Mr Corbett, of
Rotorua, had completed the f i t t ing up of a
bi l l iard table in the bui ld ing. From this
t ime the bui ld ing was known as the
"bi l l iard saloon".  In the 1920s, or
possibly ear l ier ,  i t  is  understood to have
been used as a picture theatre.  About
1929 or 1930 i t  was "burnt down one
Guy Fawkes night"  said the late Mr L'
Singleton.

A.H. Ferguson 1875-98

According to the Cycloqedia of New
Zealand (1902),  Mr A.H. Ferguson had
been, unt i l  a few years ear l ier ,  farming
and storekeeping at Maketu for twenty-
three years.  From the known fact that he
sold his store to Mr Robert  King in 1898,
it is Dresumed that he first started these
act iv i t ies about 1875. Whether Mr
Ferguson bui l t  the store himself  or
purchased i t  f rom someone else is not
known.

Allen Hill Fergusson
Photo: "Cyclopedia of  New Zealand"
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However,  except perhaps for the br ief
Deriod when he held the l icence for the
Star Hotel ,  in 1883-84, there is nothing to
indicate that Al len Hi l l  Ferguson actual ly
l ived in Maketu unt i l  1892-93, when his
name was included as a storekeeper there
in Wrse's Dircctory of that date.
Apparent ly he leased the store bui ld ing
whi le himself  residing in Tauranga. The
Cyclopedia of New Zealand, in stating that
when he arr ived in the Bay of Plenty he
"sett led at  Tauranga, and commenced
farming and storekeeping at Maketu",
supports this v iew. Distr ict  Par l iamentary
electoral  rol ls show him as a sett ler  and
resident of  Tauranga from 1880 to 1887.
The name Ferguson is not in a list of
Maketu residents in the Bay of Plentv
Times, 21 September 1880, nor in ear l ier
editions of Wise's Directory.

At about 1878-79 i t  seems l ikely that Mr
Ferguson's store was leased to Messrs
Chaytor & Co. (see notes on that firm),
who remained in business there for over
ten years. A report in the Bay of Plenty
Times, 28 October 1887, states that
there were then two stores on the flat at
Maketu, one of which was "kept by Mr
Ferguson of Tauranga".  The other would
have belonged to Wil l iam Rogers jun.

Mr Ferguson probably took over his store
from Chaytor & Co. about 1892. In
Wise's Directory tor 1892-93, in which he
appears for the f i rst  t ime as a resident of
Maketu, as a storekeeper,  the partners in
Chaytor & Co.,  Messrs B.T. Chaytor and
F.M. Carnachan, were descr ibed as
"settler" and "native interoreter"
respect ively,  whereas in the 1891 yy/se's
Directory they
storeKeepers.

were listed as

Mr Ferguson's store,  which was
afterwards owned successively by Messrs
R. King and H.A. Ringer,  was probably the
bui ld ing marked as a store on an 1 891
survey plan, which shows i t  as standing
close to the eastern side of  the bui ld ing
which was later the l iv ing quarters of
Ringer 's store.  The two separate

1880s and 1890s. At some t ime af ter
this,  therefore, the store was probably
joined to these l iv ing quarters to form the
combined house and store as i t  was in
Ringer 's t ime. The house bui ld ing which
occupied a corner s i te,  stood on lot  5
Otairoa Block. The fact  that th is lot  was
once leased by Mr.  B.T. Chaytor
(according to the East Coast electoral  rol l
for  1879-80) tends to conf i rm that the
adjacent store was Mr Ferguson's and
leased to Chaytor & Co. The only other
bui ld ing marked as a store on the 1 891
plan was that to the east of  the Cathol ic
church, which, as already related, appears
to have been the former Wrigley store,
then (  1 89 1 )  in the Dossession of  Wi l l iam
Rogers jun. Apart  f rom Mr Ferguson, Mr
Rogers was the only storekeeper at
Maketu in Wise's Directory for 1892-93.

After he sold his Maketu store to Mr King
in 1898 Mr Ferguson was for several
years propr ietor of  the Horse Shoe Inn at
Matata.  He died at  Tauranga in 1913.

Chaytor & Co.,  1879-91

The pr incipals of  the f i rm of Chaytor & Co.
were Messrs Brian Tunstall Chavtor and
Fox Maule Carnachan (see notes on his
store, 1877-78),  storekeepers at  Maketu
and Te Puke from about 1879 to about
1 891 .  Mr Chaytor made his f  i rst
appearance as a resident of  Maketu in the
East Coast electoral  rol l  for  1879-80. and
both he and Mr Carnachan are l isted as
storekeepers at  Maketu in a directory
published in the Bay of Plentv Times, 21
September 1880. Their  store at  Maketu
was, no doubt,  establ ished at some t ime
after the tire which destroyed Mr
Carnachan's store,  in February 1878, but
before mid-1880. l t  is  almost certain that
Messrs Chaytor & Co. leased their  Maketu
store from Mr A.H. Ferguson, of  Tauranga,
and that the bui ld ing concerned later
became successively Messrs Ferguson's,
R.King's and H. A. Ringer 's store (see
notes on Mr Ferguson's store).  Concerning
their  store at  Te Puke, which was bui l t
about the time the Te Puke settlers arrived
in that district, the Bay of Plenty Times,
22 March, 1 881 ,  reported as f  o l lows:

structures
photographs

be dist inguished in
Maketu taken in the

can
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Messrs Chaytor and Carnachan's new
store at  Te Puke, is now completed and
has been appointed the Post Off ice for
the district. Mr chavtor has undertaken
to carry a weekly mail between Maketu
and Te Puke for three months, free of
charge, by which t ime a Permanent
arrangement can be made'

Post Office records show that Mr

Carnachan was the first postmaster at Te
Puke, f rom 1 March 1881, and that he

held this posi t ion unt i l  1 Apr i l  1884, when
Mr J.C. Galbrai th took over,  the Te Puke
post office having been moved to the
latter's store in March. whether this was
the end of Chavtor & Co's Te Puke store
is not known. They could have continued
until they went out of business at Maketu
about 1891.

fn Wse's Directory for 1890-91 Messrs

Chaytor and Carnachan are l isted as

storekeepers at  Maketu, but in the 1892-
93 edition ol the Directoty they are stated
to be "settler" and "native interpreter"
respectively. By this time the store at
Maketu, which they are bel ieved to have
leased from Mr A.H'  Ferguson, ls
presumed to have been back in the lat ter 's
oossession (see notes on Ferguson's

store, which also indicate i ts s i te).  At

some t ime whi le l iv ing at  Maketu Mr

Chavtor established a home north-east of
Maketu Pa on high ground over looking the
Kaituna r iver out let '

The late Mr E.J.  (Jack) Ford, of  Te Puke,
who was born in 1904, recal led that f rom

about 1 9O8 to 1 91 4 he l ived on this

former Chaytor property with his parents,

Mr and Mrs G.P. Ford. The old Chaytor

house. which was bui l t  of  wood and
painted brown with a slate roof, was,

however,  very much decaYed and
di lapidated, so that the Fords l ived in a
converted stable until they built a new
house on the property. Mr Chaytor had

evident ly planted the land about the house
(compris ing perhaps ten to twenty acres)
l ike an Engl ish estate,  wi th a great var lety

of t rees, such as mulberr ies,  f igs,  walnuts,

etc. ,  and the whole was surrounded by

oine trees. Mr Ford said the property was

on a f lat- topped hi l l  opposi te Taa Tapsel l 's

olace. This would have placed i t  probably

to the south-east of ,  and across a gul ly

from, the lat ter 's residence.

Besides his storekeeping act iv i t ies,  Mr

Chaytor was, wi th his brother Mr A'

Chaytor,  of  Nelson, the propr ietor of  the
Paroa f laxmil l  on the Kaituna r iver for

several  years f rom 1889. About 1895,
probably,  Mr B.T. Chaytor moved from

Maketu to Otamarakau. His name appears
among the Maketu residents in an 1894-
95 directory but not in the 1896-97
edit ion. In recording his death at  Rotorua,
the Bay of PtentY Times, 26 JulY 1 9 1 2,
stated that he was "an old resident of
Otamarakau, where he
considerable propertY".

F.M. Carnachan , 1877 -91

owned

On 13 June 1877 the BaY of Plenty Times
reported that Messrs F.M. Carnachan &
Co. had "commenced business in the
general  storekeeping l ine at  Maketu".  Mr
Carnachan was said to have had

considerable business experience in the
Waikato distr ict  and the paper wished him

every success.

Fox Maule Carnachan was born in

Manchester in 1857 and arr ived in

Auckland with his parents in 1864. The

family soon afterwards moved to
Cambridge, where Fox Maule was later
employed by CamPbel l  Bros, general

storekeepers.

Mr Carnachan's Maketu store had been in

ooerat ion for a l i t t le over eight months
when disaster struck. The Bay of Plenty

Times, 27 February 1878, reported i ts

destruct ion bv f i re the evening before:

Mr Carnachan's general  store,  wi th al l
its contents, was totally destroyed by
f i re at  about hal f -past ten o'c lock on
Thursday night.  Mr Thomas Wrigley's
general  store,  standing within f i f teen
feet of  the scene of the f i re,  was saved
with great di f f icul tY, through the
exert ions of  Europeans and nat ives.
There was a good suPPlY of water
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consequent
Wednesday
could have
Carnachan,

on the heavy downpour of
night,  otherwise nothing

saved the bui ld ing. Messrs
we learn, are uninsured.

side of  lot  2 Tawhao Block ( the presumed
site of  Wrigley's store in ' l  878),  on which
a store is shown on the ' l  891 survey plan.

Within a vear or two after the f i re Mr
Carnachan joined Mr B.T. Chaytor as a
partner in Chaytor & Co. (see notes on
that f i rm),  storekeepers at  Maketu and Te
Puke, unt i l  about 1891 .  For a few years
after th is Mr Carnachan was a "nat ive
interpreter",  and in 1894 he joined the
Land Purchase Department at  Rotorua.
He is said to have become wel l  known in
the Bay of Plenty and Waikato,  where he
acted as interpreter at  many important
meet ings between Government ministers
and the Maori .  He died in 1904 whi le
engaged in Land Purchase business at
Otorohanga.

Robert  King, 1 898-1919

On 28 March 1898 the Bay of Plenty
Tr7nes announced that Mr Robert King, of
Opot ik i ,  had purchased Mr A.H.
Ferguson's business at  Maketu. Mr King
was one of the or iginal  Te Puke sett lers,
who had arrived in Tauranga by the Lady
Jocelvn in January 1 881 .  He was then
about 21 years of  age. As his son, the
late Robert  King, of  Auckland, recal led:

My father came out f rom Scot land on
the Lady Jocelyn which arr ived in
Tauranga in 1 881 .  He walked out to
Te Puke where he had some fr iends
who had previously come out to New
Tealand. He was not there very long
when he went down to Kihik ihi  and
then to Rotorua where he was at the
t ime of the Tarawera erupt ion. From
there he went to Opot ik i  where he had
an uncle (Robert  King also) and
afterwards to Maketu.

Having an apt i tude for business, Robert
King was employed in one of Mr Wil l iam
Kel ly 's stores at  Rotorua for fu l ly ten
vears.  In 1894, af ter the death of  his
uncle at  Opot ik i ,  he moved to that town,
and in the same vear he marr ied a
daughter of  Mr Kel ly.

Fox Maule Carnachan
PHOTO: Kate ShaW

The fact that Messrs Wrigley and
Carnachan's stores stood alongside each
other is of  assistance in establ ishing their
locat ion. As previously related, Thomas
Wrigley's store is bel ieved to have been
the bui ld ing marked as a store on an 1891
survey plan, on which i t  is shown to be on
lot  2 Tawhao Block, over 65 metres east
the Cathol ic church.

ln the East Coast electoral  rol l  for  1879-
80 F.M. Carnachan is recorded as having
his house on lot  6 otairoa Block ( the block
which covers the area from the present

township north towards the waterfront) ,
whi le at  the same t ime he also had a lease
of lot  7 "Tauwhaho" (?Tawhao) Block.
Almost certainly lot  7 Tawhao Block was
the si te of  Mr Carnachan's store (burnt in
1878),  as i t  was adjacent to the eastern
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)ert King and his wife Jeanie
'HOTO: "Cyclopedia of  New

however,  he also had a store and bakery
at Te Puke, having purchased the business
of Mr A. Bird of  that town in September
1898. l t  was probably not long after th is
extension of  his business interests that Mr
King took up permanent residence in Te
Puke. And at some t ime ear ly in this
century ( the date is uncertain) the
management of  the Maketu store was
taken over by Mr King's brother- in- law, Mr
Sam Jamieson.

When Mr King started in business there,
Maketu was a busy little port visited by
smal l  steamers, ketches and scows from
Tauranga which carr ied the imports and
exports of  the Te Puke, Paengaroa and
Pongakawa distr icts.  (The f i rst  rai lway in
the distr ict ,  between Tauranga and Te
Puke, was not completed unt i l  1913).
Much of the merchandise which passed

through Maketu would have been stored
temporar i ly in Mr King's sheds, near the
waterfront behind his store,  whi le

(ned Kelly)
Zealand"

ring Day picnic at Maketu in 19o7 showing Mt King's large iron shed. canoe hurdle in
harbour

PHOTO: Brain Col lect ion, Tauranga Histor ical  Society

Maketu Mr King entered
a general  merchant,

mmission agent.  Within

into business
shipping and
a short t ime,
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Maketu warcrtronL circa 1917, taken from Maketu Pa site, with King's store (left) and
sheds (centre). Kouma Tapsell's house (formerly Retreat Tapsell's) beyond small sheds

(centre). The two-storey house by pine trce ( ght) believed by some to have belonged to
William Rogers sen.

PHOTO: Tauranga Museum

await ing transport  to i ts dest inat ion by
land or water.

I t  was in those
vi l lage serviced
ones of course

days a thriving l i t t le
by steamers - small
-  f rom Tauranga.. . .

fh"V *"r"  most ly Northern Steamship
Company steamships.. . .  The goods
came in and were carted up by waggon
to our Te Puke Store.. . .  Charl ie Rogers,
who worked for my father on the
waggon, br inging up the goods from
Maketu.. . .  Mv father 's brother- in- law
managed the Maketu store. His name
was Samuel Jamieson.

My aunt,  Mrs Soutar,  nee Kel ly,  was
Post Mistress. Her s ister,  Miss
El izabeth Kel ly,  was the sole teacher at
the school .  lwent to i t  at  odd t imes
when lwas staying with my uncles and
aunts on the Kel ly farmjust a few mi les
out of  Maketu on the northern side of
the road to Te Puke.

My grandfather Kel ly at  one stage l ived
in ODotik i  and Rotorua where he was
engaged in business. He was the f i rst

Memories of  Mr King's store at  Maketu as
early as 1901 were recal led in 1977 bV
the late Sister Sylv ia ( formerly Ei leen
Dudson),  of  St Joseph's Retreat Home,
Auckland, whose fami lv came to Maketu
that year.  In a let ter to Mr A. van der
Wouden she wrote as fol lows:

The smal l  steamers brought cargo of al l
k inds from Tauranga, especial ly for Mr
King, who owned the general  store. . . .
Also a waggon owned by Mr Deven
was used for the same purpose,
br inging cargo from Te Puke.. . .  He
drove the waggon and looked after the
shed etc. ,  behind the store.

Mr King's late son Robert ,  who was born
in 1899, had memories of  Maketu at  a
sl ight ly later t ime than Sister Sylv ia,  when
Charl ie Rogers drove a waggon for his
father:
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member of  Par l iament for the Bav of
Plenty area. He was defeated by
Wil l iam Herr ies,  af terwards Sir  Wi l l iam,
and was then appointed to the Upper
House. He was a supporter of  Richard
Seddon.

My father at  some t ime acquired a farm
on the other side of the road from the
Kel ly 's which extended over to the
Ma ketu-Paengaroa road and out
towards Paengaroa to the present East
Coast road from Te Puke through
Pukehina to Matata and Whakatane.
When I first remember Maketu the road
to Matata and Whakatane was inland
from Paengaroa. The road from Maketu
to Te Puke . .  .  was largely undeveloped
and there was a lot of ti-tree on the
area above my father 's and Mr Hine's
property on the lef t  and Mr Kel ly 's and
the next-door farm uo the road. Al l  the
rest of  the area up as far as the Te
Puke-Whakatane rai lway was al l  open
land covered in t i - t ree, scrub and fern
and a lot  of  wi ld horses.

When my father died in 1930 |
ul t imately sold the farm, port ions at  a
t ime, and the last  b i t  lsold was in
1939 |  th ink.  The Kel ly 's cont inued to
occupy their  farm, but i t  was ul t imately
sold and there are now none of the
or iginal  Kel ly 's surviv ing.

The late Mrs Dorothy Forrest, nee Prentis,
of  Auckland, who was born in 1905 and
grew up in Maketu, remembered Mr King's
store before and dur ing World War 1
(1 91 4-1 8):

I  remember the stables, sheds and
boats at  the back of  King's store and
the sacks of  grain in the sheds.. . .  Mr
Maremare Rol leston br inging goods
down the Kaituna River by boat from
Canaan Landing for Mr King's store,
which was managed by Mr Sam
Jamieson. of  Te Puke, who was a
bachelor.  I  th ink the goods were
landed at Canaan Landing by the sai l ing
ship Torea from Tauranga.

In referr ing to Canaan Landing as the
place where goods for Maketu were
landed by the Torea and picked up by Mr
Rol leston, Mrs Forrest was probably
unaware that the otaipar ia Landing (also
cal led Ford's Landing) on the Kaituna r iver
near Te Tumu, and much closer to Maketu
than Canaan Landing, was used for th is
purpose (see below).  l t  should be noted
here that,  as related previously,  coastal
shipping from Tauranga had formerly
cal led at  Maketu i tsel f ,  where the Kaituna
r iver then discharged into the sea. In
1907, however,  a f lood had diverted the
Kaituna r iver out let  several  k i lometres
west of  Maketu to Te Tumu.

The new r iver mouth orovided coastal
vessels f rom Tauranga with a direct
navigable route to Canaan Landing, near
Te Puke, which they had previously been
prevented from reaching by the Maketu
estuary shal lows. Meanwhi le,  af ter the
1907 f lood the old r iver mouth at  Maketu
si l ted up and shipping no longer cal led
there. Goods for Maketu were therefore
unloaded at Otaipar ia,  the nearest Kai tuna
landing place to Maketu, and then taken
to their  dest inat ion by launch along the old
r iver channel.

Mrs Forrest also recal led that the Maketu
people got f resh bread from Mr King's
store on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday,
and that i t  was brought in a baker 's cart
f rom Te Puke. Al though she did not know
who the suppl ier was, i t  seems certain
that i t  was Mr King's bakery in Te Puke.

Regarding the landing of goods from the
Torea, the late Mr Warren Brown, of
Tauranga, was able to throw some further
l ight,  having sai led on that vessel  as a boy
some t ime between 1915 and 1918. He
said that Maremare Rol leston, who was
the beacon-setter (but general ly known as
the pi lot)  for the Kaituna r iver entrance,
alwavs met the Torea at Ford's (or the
Otaipar ia) Landing, having come up from
Maketu in his own boat,  and he was
usual ly accompanied by Pukai Moses. He
was fair ly sure that besides goods for
Maketu, Mr Rol leston also took what
appeared to be mai l  bags.
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Although the Otaipar ia Landing would
have been the nearest and most
convenient place to pick up goods for
Maketu, i t  is  not unl ikely that at  t imes Mr
Rol leston also went to Canaan Landing for
this purpose, especial ly af ter Te Puke was
l inked with Tauranga by rai l  in 1 91 3.

In the midst of the prosperity enjoyed by
Maketu in the first decade of the 20th
Century,  disaster,  which would have
severely affected Mr King's business,
struck three times in the shaDe of fire and
f lood. On 13 February 1903 Mr King's
" large i ron receiving shed " was total ly
destroyed by f i re,  and on 24 Apri l  1906
another of the "storage sheds" was
reoorted to have suffered a similar fate.
In both cases the sheds contained
quant i t ies of  f lax f ibre await ing shipment.

While the effects of the f ires were serious
enough but temporary in nature, the great
flood which caused the Kaituna river to
form a new out let  at  Te Tumu, several
k i lometres west of  Maketu, in January
1907 brought a permanent decl ine in t rade
through Maketu. As stated above, coastal
shipping from Tauranga henceforth used
the direct  route up the Kaituna r iver to
Canaan Landing, near Te Puke, going via
the new Te Tumu out let ,  Otaipar ia
Landing and the several  f laxmil ls on the
r iver and no longer cal led at  Maketu,where
the old r iver out let  s i l ted up. Previously
most of the imports and exports of the
Kaituna, Te Puke, Paengaroa and
Pongakawa distr icts had passed through
Maketu. But whi le Paengaroa-Pongakawa
goods went by road between there and
Maketu, cargo to and from the Kaituna
landings and f laxmil ls and Maketu went by
launch or launch-towed barges, because
the Maketu estuary shal lows general ly
made navigat ion up-r iver f rom Maketu too
difficult for coastal vessels. Most of the
cargo await ing transhipment at  Maketu
would have been stored in Mr King's
sheds. But af ter the coastal  shipping
trade was diverted from Maketu Mr King's
business there would have been most ly
concerned with his retai l  store.

Late in 1 91 9 Mr King sold his stores in
Maketu, Te Puke and Paengaroa (where
he had also establ ished himself)  to the
Farmers Union Trading Co. The actual
changeover took place on 1 November and
the new manager at  the Maketu store was
Mr Jacobsen.

Mr Sam Jamieson, manager of  the store in
Mr King's t ime, lef t  to take up residence in
Te Puke early in 1922. He was farewelled
by the residents of  Maketu at  a pleasant
funct ion held at  the hotel  on Wednesday,
3 March. Present ing him with a valuable
rug and sui tcase as a mark of  the esteem
in which he was held. .  Mr E. Prent is sooke
of Mr Jamieson's manv acts of  k indness
whi le at  Maketu.

H.A. Ringer, 1922-44

Late in 1922 the Maketu store changed
hands again,  the new owner being Mr
H.A. (J im) Ringer,  formerly manager of  the
Farmers Union Trading Company's store at
Paengaroa. "We came to Maketu on a
huge four-horse dray owned by Mr
McDowel l ,  a Paengaroa larmer,"  says Mr
Ringer 's eldest son, Amyas. who now
l ives in Auckland.

On 3 November Mr Ringer advert ised in
the Te Puke Times that he had opened a
store and luncheon rooms at Maketu
"convenient to beach".  He also not i f ied
that boarders would be taken for the
hol iday season. "Meals at  al l  hours.
Terms m oderate. "

These several  new services in addi t ion to
general  storekeeping were an important
development at  Maketu in v iew of the
closure of  the hotel  in 1920 and the
growing popular i ty of  the sett lement as a
beach resort .

Among those who once boarded at
Ringer 's,  dur ing the August school
hol idays in the 192O's are Mrs Phyl
Thomasen, of  Tauranga, and Mrs Sybi l
Addison, of  Otorohanga, daughters of  Mr
and Mrs Ceci l  Way, who then l ived at Te
Wairoa, Lake Tarawera. The gir ls and
their  mother staved in two rooms at the
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back of the store, recal ls Mrs Thomasen.
Although they made their  own breakfast in
their  dining-room-ki tchen on a wood-
burning stove, they cooked their  main
meals on Ringer 's large wood-burning
range, and at meal t imes they and the
Ringer fami ly sat at  separate round tables
in the Ringer 's dining-room-ki tchen, which
opened into the store. Over each table
was hung a kerosene lamp. This was
before electr ic oower reached Maketu.

and a number of  cats.  At night the cows
were kept on Ringer 's sect ion, but in the
dayt ime they were turned out to graze on
the roadsides. Mrs Thomasen says that
she and her s ister f requent ly assisted
young Amyas Ringer to round them up for
the evening mi lk ing, which was carr ied
out by Mrs Ringer in an open-sided shed
on the sect ion. The cows were so qulet ,
though, they could have been mi lked
anvwnere.

Ringer's Store, tate 192Os. with Mr Ringer's son Amyas standing alone left of centre
looking to the right.

PHOTO: Ringer fami ly

The Ringers owned a sect ion of  land
behind the store extending towards the
beach, and in those days, saYs Mrs
Thomasen, i t  was completely surrounded
by a high wire-ne:t ing fence. At the
beach end of the sect ion was a slab of
concrete at  least 15 feet bV 30 feet in
area, which was probably the f loor of  one
of Mr King's (a previous owner of  Ringer 's
store) storage sheds. Between the beach
end of the fence and the concrete slab the
Ringers kept about 6 pigs in pens. They
also kept fowls,  ducks, a couple of  cows

ano

Commenting on the above, Amyas Ringer
says:

We sold our pigs at  the sales in Te
Puke and they occasional ly included a
wi ld pig raised by the Maorrs at ter
capture and sold to Dad in l ieu of  a
debt.  Our cows were for the most part
bought f rom farmers in the distr ict  and
Maori  farmers, so they were a mot ley
lot .  Eggs from our ducks and chooks
were sold but our cream went to the Te
Puke Dairy Co. We grew our own

$*!s L i .  i . l
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vegetables but not for sale.  The cats
accumulated at our olace as vis i tors of f
loaded their  sDare cats near the store.
We had a fair ly regular job of  rounding
them up.. . ln our store many things
were bought in bulk and sold af ter we
had weighed them into smal ler
packages or bottles. Kerosine,
turpent ine, malt ,  dates, sugar,  f lour
were al l  bought in bulk as were cabin
bread and saloon biscui ts.

In June 1923 Mr Ringer was appointed
postmaster at  Maketu, and f  rom that t ime
postal  business was conducted from the
store. Over four years later yet another
essential service was provided by the
Ringers af ter a successful  appl icat ion to
the Tauranga County Counci l  in June
1927 tor permission to erect a petrol
bowser under the verandah. By the end of
1928 the goods and services provided at
the "Maketu Store and Tea Rooms" were
advertised in the Te Puke Times as
fol lows:

Bathing costumes, White Shoes etc. ,
High Class Biscui ts,  Cakes, Lol l ies.
Drinks alwavs in stock. Latest novels.
Week-end Tea and Luncheon Part ies
catered for.  Motor ists,  f i l l  up at  the
Red Pump. Plume Spir i t  g ives best
resul ts.

At some t ime, probably in the ear ly
1930s, the Ringers expanded their
business act iv i t ies by conduct ing a
camping ground (and plant ing the trees on
i t)  on land they owned on the eastern side
of the store- Another develooment was
the purchase from the Butcher fami ly of  a
small store further out near the ocean
beach. Known as "The Haven",  i t  was
situated at the foot of the cliff on the side
of the road opposi te the present Arawa
Centennial  Memorial  and. the Surf  Club
bui ld ing but c loser to the former.  l t  was
afterwards run as a beach store bv the
Rit ters and the Pi t tars.  The bui ld ing is
st i l l  standing, but i t  is  now a cottage and
no longer a store. In the Ringer 's t ime i t
was opened at weekends and on hol idays
for the sale of  soft  dr inks, ice-creams,
lol l ies etc.  to v is i tors.  l t  was sometimes

manned by the Ringer chi ldren.
Apparent ly there was no connect ion
between "The Haven" and a smal l
refreshment,  or tea, room opened by Mrs
Best in the summer of  1 91 9-20 and run
by her for several  years.  This was a
wooden hut wi th a side that opened up as
a hood or canopy, under which was the
counter where refreshments were served.
Mrs Li lac Mutton (nee Prent is) ,  of  Te
Puke, who remembers seeing the tea room
when she was a chi ld,  says i t  was
si tuated about where the car park is now,
to the north-east of  the surf  c lub bui ld ing.

ln answer to some ouest ion about the
store run by his parents,  Amyas Ringer,
who was a young boy in the ' l  920s,
reol ied as f  o l lows:

We sold mutton birds from a barrel .
They were preserved in br ine. The
barrels came f  rom Auckland, I  th ink. . . .
We did sel l  ice-cream before
refr igerators.  I  remember the powder
used and the ice came from Te Puke.
This was broken uo and mixed with
sa l t .

My parents let  two rooms at the back
of the store which were or iginal ly bulk
store rooms. One was a bedroom and
the other a ki tchen-dining room with
wood stove. Our fami ly l ived in larger
rooms to the side of  the store and the
two uostairs rooms were our chi ldren's
bedrooms. Stairs led uo to these from
one end of the store.

As related elsewhere, the Ringers for a
t ime took over the mai l  service between
Paengaroa and Maketu. This was
probably in the late 1920s, and the
service was soon rendered unnecessary by
the start  of  a rural  mai l  del iverv f rom Te
Puke to Maketu, Paengaroa and
Pongakawa. The Ringers also brought
newspapers and bread from Paengaroa in
their  Model T Ford, recal ls Amyas Ringer:

Newspapers, including the Auckland
Weekly News, were at first delivered to
Paengaroa by rai l ,  where we picked
them up and del ivered with bread etc. ,
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on the wav home. Some customers
col lected them each day from the store.
The Te Puke Times were delivered with
the rural  mai l ,  but where this del ivery
stopped in relat ion to Maketu ldo not
know. We were agents for the
Newzealand Herald and the Auckland
Weekly News.

Jack Vercoe . . .  began with a Model A
Tourer.  He caused great interest wi th us
al l  by changing his car regular ly " .  every
two to three vears.  He del ivered the mai l
bag and col lected ours each day in our
lunch hour (one to two o'c lock),  about
1.45o.m.,  at  the side door.  I  used to
stamp and sort  i t  for  shop openang at two
o'clock. Jack used to pr ide himself  in not

having any weather or f lood stopping his
del ivery.

The late Mrs V. Spraggon (nee Lowrie),  of
Te Puke, who was a teacher at  the
Maketu School,  1940-45, recal led that
occasional ly she accompanied Joan Ringer
in a truck to pick up the bread for Maketu
at Paengaroa. The bread, which came in

crates by rai l  f rom Tauranga, was lef t  on
the Paengaroa stat ion plat form' In those
days of petrol  rat ioning, Miss Lowrie {as
she then was) and Mr Burdes, headmaster
of the Maketu school,  sometimes helped
out by br inging the 56lb boxes of butter
for Ringer 's store in their  own cars from
the Te Puke dairY factory.

Mr H.A. lJim) Ringer and his wife, circa 193.5, with their children, L-R:Bill, AmYas, Bon and
JOan.

PHOTO: Ringer fami lY

Amyas Ringer 's s ister Joan (now Mrs
O'shannessey) remembers that in later
years the mai l  was brought to the store by
Mr Jack Vercoe, who had the rural
del ivery run from Te Puke to Maketu,
Paengaroa and Pongakawa' The year he
started the run is not known, but when
the O'shannessey fami ly f i rst  arr ived in
Paengaroa in 1935 Mr Vercoe was their
mai lman.

Joan O'Shannessey (nee Ringer) wr i tes as
fol lows on the del ivery of  the mai l  at  her
Darents store in this later Per iod:
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Outlet of Kaituna River, late 7 930s. showing Ringer's weekend and holidav store, "The
Haven", on right side of road opposite large boxthorn bush (left of road) now the site of

Arawa Monument. Butchet's Cottage in the distance beyond "The Haven".
PHOTO: Frances Kennv

In May 1944 the Ringers sold their  store
to Mr L.  Kerr,  of  Auckland, but remained
in Maketu for several  more months. On 5
September, according to the Te Puke
Times, the family was farewelled before
their  departure to l ive in Auckland by the
people of  the sett lement at  a funct ion in
the Whakaue meet ing house, which was
f i l led to overf lowing. Addressing the
assembly,  Mr K. Tapsel l  remarked that Mr
Ringer had been a very publ ic-minded
man:

In fact  he was one of the few Dakehas
who had helped Maketu to f ind a place
in the country.  He had been a staunch
school commitee man and in al l  phases
of the vi l lage l i fe had been the leading
ci t ize n

Mr Ringer in reply said that they dis l iked
leaving Maketu, but they were in need of
A TESI:

I thank you from deep inside. We have
had our ups and downs and maybe our
arguments,  but we leave here as your
fr iends, and may our memory be green.

fhe Te Puke Zmes described the function
as a very happy one, with dancing to the
music of  the Maketu band and several
excel lent songs.

The old store bui ld ing, of  unknown age,
was substant ial lv al tered some t ime after
the Ringers lef t  Maketu, and in 1978 i t
was demol ished to make wav for a service
statron.

In answer to some further quest ions in
October 1996, s ince the above art ic le was
f i rst  wr i t ten in the ear ly 1980s, Mr Amyas
Ringer says that his father opened the
store from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to
Fr iday but there was a good deal of  af ter-
hours and weekend trading at  the side
door.  One of the reasons for th is was that
many of their  customers worked at a



The steete family at w.A. Butt's old cottage at Maketu, circa 192O. Wooden shingle roof

suggesfs great age. lt is not known if this was ever used as a store'

PHOTO: Rotorua Museum of Art  & History Te Whare Taonga o Te Arawa

view to south-east from Maketu township. 21 February | 937, showing building on right

foreground which appears to be the otd Butt cottage with iron roof. of houses on ridge

oveitooking Maketu: at left is the Angtican Church. To the right of that, with the long

verandah. is said to have been Mrs Titihuia Rogers', widow of Charles Rogers. Pukemaire

Pa and Redoubt site is on the skvline at top left.

PHOTO: Dr Wadmore, dur ing vis i t  of  BOP Maori  & Histor ical  Research Society '

I  l6



l> urrs_lE

U *: *"' *"*tJli_..-. 
Crlurcb

Maketu township showing the known or presumed store sites of some of the storekeepers,
late 1gth and early 2oth Centuries.

View of Maketu looking north-west from Pukemaire Pa and Redoubt site, January 1931.
Maketu Pa site is on the tight. Alley's store is on the flat near the crossroads with the

dark roof. Ringer's store and buildings are on long narrow section running towards beach.

PHOTO: Frances Kennv
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distance from Maketu and had no
opportuni ty to purchase their  suppl ies in
normal opening hours.  His parents,
however,  were str icter about Sunday
trading.

Regarding the age and or igin of  the store
bui ld ings Amyas Ringer observed that i t
must have been very old as the nails used
in i ts construct ion were hand made ( i .e.
square-cut) .

H Alley

About a year or so af ter Mr Ringer opened
his store in Maketu, in 1922, Mr Hayat
Al lev,  an Indian who had marr ied a
member of  the Tapsel l  fami ly,  started a
store on the opposite side of the road.
When the late Mr Bob Gourlay returned to
Maketu with his family in 1924 alter a
three-year stay in the South ls land, Al ley 's
store was already there. l t  stood on the
western side of  the Cathol ic church but
nearer the road, and i ts entrance was off
the road on the western side of the
bui ld ing. Later the entrance of the store
was changed to face the road. Like
Ringer 's store,  Al ley 's also had a petrol
bowser.

As far as Maketu residents can recal l ,  Mr
Al lev sold out and moved to Auckland
short ly af ter the end of World War l l .
Later storekeepers are understood to have

included Messrs McKenzie,  Bi l l  Reid,
Hol l ier ,  Bunt ing and Robson ( the last) .
Afterwards the store was used for a time
as a bi l l iard saloon. Then, about the mid-
1 960s, i t  was destroyed by f  i re.

A former Maketu resident who remembers
Al ley's store in i ts ear ly years is Mrs zi ta
Garrett ,  of  Tauranga. A daughter of
Arnold Harr is,  she recal ls that Mr Al ley
sold mutton birds which had been brought
in bv the Mot i t i  is landers.  The birds were
stored in big wooden barrels of  oi l ,  into
which Mr Al ley had to reach whenever
one was required by a customer.

The late Mrs Eva Zwcher,  of  Hast ings, a
niece of Mrs Al ley.  recal led that Mr Al ley
sold Big Tree petrol  f rom a blue bowser.
She also said that the storekeeper 's real
name was Al i ,  which he Angl ic ized to
Al lev,  and that he was a Musl im by
rel ig ion. An uncle l ived with him at
Maketu. Mr Bob Gourlay bel ieved Mr
Al lev's uncle 's name was Nuto. The
Al leys had two daughters named Sadie
and Buddy, says former Maketu resident
Amyas Ringer (q.v.) .

Mrs zurcher understood that after Mr
Al ley went to Auckland he paid a vis i t  to
India,  and later when his wife had died he
travel led to that country again and died
there.
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