
LAW AND ORDER AT MAKETU

The Maori Police

The f i rst  pol ice force at  Maketu consisted
of Maori  and part-Maori  constables. l t
was formed under the old runanga system
establ ished by s i r  George Grey in 1861-62
for indirect  control  over the Maori .  Mr
Richard Hi l l ,  of  Wel l ington (N.2. Pol ice
histor ian),  says that th is runanga pol ice
system was extended to the Bay of Plenty
on 7 March 1862 by Order in Counci l .

The man appointed to be head of the
Maketu pir ih imana, or runanga pol ice, is
bel ieved to have been Ret i ret i  Tapihana
(Retreat Tapsel l ) .  Apparent ly he was
recommended by the Civi l  Commissioner
for the Bay of Plenty,  T.H. Smith,  in
January that Vear to be one of the
runanga government of  Maketu. l t  was
original ly intended that the heads of the
runanga pol ice be designated "wardens"
and ordinarv constables "kareres".  in
pract ice, however,  the heads were known
by di f ferent names in di f ferent local i t ies.
"Chief  karere" was popular f rom the
beginning, but "sergeant" and "sergeant-
major" were also used. Retreat Tapsel l
(see below) was known by both the lat ter
ranKs.

Although assessors (Maori  magistrates)
were appointed under the runanga system,
Richard Hi l l  bel ieves that the Maori
constables were seldom resoonsible to
them, especial ly af ter the ear l iest  days of
the system. Instead, i t  appears that the
pol icemen most ly took their  instruct ions
from, and reported to,  the Resident
Magistrate (a European) of  their  distr ict .

The assessors,  who acted as advisors to
the resident magistrates, had few legal
powers to act on their  own. They could.
however,  inf l ic t  f ines for var ious of fences.
I t  was, no doubt.  due to the introduct ion
of the runanga system in 1862 that the
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anonymous author of  a ser ies of  art ic les
about Maketu in the Bay of Plenty Times
in September 1880 f  ound a general ly wel l -
behaved populace at Maketu when he
sett led there in 1862. From clues within
the art ic les the author has been found to
be J.J.  Piercy,  postmaster at  Maketu,
1862-71. Piercy recorded that the
residents of  Maketu were "more order ly
conducted" in 1862 than when he wrote,
in 1 880:

Sunday was very str ict ly observed, any
nat ive r id ing on horseback on that day
was punished by a f ine inf l icted by the
resident nat ive assessor,  petty larcenies
were of  very rare occurrence, and
drunkeness was almost unknown,
al though they obtained a large supply of
l iquor f rom Moti t i  ( f lat  is land),  the
nat ives there buying i t  f rom Auckland
and sending i t  over here for sale,  not
forgett ing to ask an enormous prof i t  -
16s [91.601 being asked for a bott te of
old tom or a smal l  square bott le of  gin.
The arr ival  of  the troops in 1864 did
not,  as may be presumed, tend to
improve their  moral i ty.

Dur ing the t ime of  the war in 1864 the
men of the Maori  pol ice force were
occasronal ly ment ioned In the
newspapers. The Daily Southern Cross,
for example, reported that despatches
relat ive to the f ight ing which took place
between the Tai  Rawhit i  expedit ionarv
force from the East Coast and the Br i t ish
and Arawa soldiers at  Waihi ,  near Maketu,
on 21 Apri l  that year were carr ied from
Maketu to Tauranga by a "nat ive
pol iceman".

The "pol iceman" ment ioned was almost
certainly Retreat Tapsel l ,  who was
referred to in The Daily Southem Cross, 5
May 1864, as a "Sergeant of  pol ice" at
Maketu. Enid Tapsel l ,  wr i t ing in Histor ic
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Maketu (p.72),  states that Major Colvi le,
commander of  the Br i t ish garr ison at
Maketu in Apri l  1864, ordered Retreat
Tapsel l  and a Maori  companion to r ide
post-haste to Tauranga with a message
request ing naval assistance against the
Tai Rawhit i .

Retheti Tapihana (Retreat Tapsell),
photographed probably in 1862 soon after
his appointment to the Maketu pirihama, or
runanga police, of which he was the head
for many years. For an authoritative
comment on his dress and weapons, see
Appendix.

PHOTO: Maketu Archives
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For some reason Retreat Tapsel l  soon
afterwards ceased, at  least temporar i ly,  to
be a member of  the pol ice force. The
Daily Southern Cross, 5 July 1864,
ment ions him as an ex-sergeant of  pol ice.
The same paper also gives the name of
Hotene (of  the Ngat i  Pik iao tr ibe) as a
polaceman at Maketu.

Another reference to the Maori  pol ice at
Maketu appeared in a let ter to the edi tor
oI the Bay of Plenty Times, 1e February
1874, hy "Flaxdresser",  in which the
wri ter stated that there were then one
half-caste sergeant of  pol ice (more than
l ikely Retreat Tapsel l )  and four Maori
constables in the force. Concerning
Retreat Tapsel l ,  Nat ional  Archives has a
f i le referr ing to his work at  Maketu in
1872, in which he is referred to as a
"Sergeant-Major of  the Nat ive pol ice,, .
Doubt less he was the "sergeant-Major of
Pol ice" reported to have intervened in a
land dispute at  Maketu in November
1871, according to the Bay of ptenty
Times:

. . . rwo women were the drsputants,  and
in a scuff le between them one received
a sl ight scratch on the forehead from
her own spade. Whereupon the
maiesty of  the law, in the shape of the
Sergeant-Major of  pol ice, a hal f -caste,
took possession of  the land and
telegraphed to the powers that be, but
up to the present those powers have
done nothing.

Ear ly in 1882, according to the records
held at  the Nat ional  pol ice Headquarters,
Wel l ington, three Maori  constables at
Maketu, along with 26 in other parts of
New Zealand were transferred from the
Nat ive Department to the New Zealand
Constabulary ( the regular pol ice force.
who were actual ly the Civi l  Div is ion of  the
Armed Constabulary).  The names of
those who were transferred at  Maketu on
' l  Apr i l  1882 were: Ri in i  potene (who was
discharged on 31 March 1889);  Te
Hiwinui  Haupapa (who died at  Maketu on
19 December 1882);  Reweri  paree (who
resigned on 12 July 1886).

The Armed Constabulary Force,
1469_77

According to notes made from the
Appendices to the Journals of the House
of Representat ives (A.J.H.R.) by Mr H.W
Salmon, of  Pio pio,  a sergeant and a
constable of  the Armed Constabulary were
statroned at Maketu when the annual
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report  was made on 15 June 1870.
These men are presumed to have been
placed at Maketu late in 1869 ( i .e.  af ter
the previous annual report)  but in t ime to
start  the mai l -dispatch service introduced
by the Force that year between the Bay of
Plenty coastal  sett lements from Tauranga
to Opot ik i .  Thereafter,  wi th the exceot jon
of 1874, when three constables were
stat ioned there, the A.C. Force at  Maketu
comprised two mounted consta bles.
Presumably the sergeant and constable in
1870 would also have been mounted.

Exact ly where the men of the Force had
their  headquarters in Maketu is not
known, but i t  must have been near the
waterfront, as the Bay of Plenty Times
reported on Saturday, 11 January 1873:

The afternoon t ide at  Maketu on
Wednesday was excessively high -  so
high that we learn the sea entered the
house occupied by the Armed
Constabulary stat ioned there, but did
no damage.

Mr Richard Hi l l  states that the Armed
Constabulary Force. which was or iginal ly
founded in 1867 to deal  wi th Maori
insurrect ion, having largely accompl ished
its purpose by 1869, was then turned into
something resembl ing a pol ice force,
whi lst  retaining i ts mi l i tary dut ies.

Besides the maintenance of law and order
at Maketu, the men of the Force there
would have been concerned with the
del ivery of  mai ls once a week to and from
neighbour ing sett lements.  In the 1871
annual report  i t  was stated that one man
of the A.C. Force was employed dur ing
that year keeping the telegraph l ine
between Tauranga and Maketu in repair ,
but i t  is  not known whether he was
stat ioned at Maketu or,  more l ikely,  at
Tauranga. With the re-organisat ion of  the
A.C. Force eat ly in 1877 (see below),  the
constables were withdrawn from Maketu
and other Bay of Plentv stat ions.

Maketu Harbour, 1886. During an exceptionally high tide in 1873 the sea entered the
house occupied by the Armed Constabulary, which was probably one of the buitdings
shown here.

PHOTO: Burton Brothers.  Nat ional  Museum

108



The Civil Police

After the removal of  the Armed
Constabulary Force from Maketu ear lv in
1877 ,  and unt i l  a pol ice stat ion was bui l t
there in 1880, the sett lement was served
by vis i t ing pol icemen f  rom Tauranga,
Constable Davoren performing this duty on
several  occasions. These men would have
been members of  the New Zealand
Constabulary Force, which was actual ly
the civ i l  Div is ion of  the re-organised
Armed Constabulary Force. In i ts new
form the A.C. Force had both a mi l i tarv
and a civ i l  d iv is ion. This was a
consequence of i ts amalgamation, in
1877, with the provincial  pol ice forces of
New Zealand, fol lowing the abol i t ion of
the provincial  governments in 1876. In
his 1880 descr ipt ion of  Maketu J.J.  piercy
stated that the pol ice stat ion there was
occupied by "a member of  the A.C.,  Civi l
Div is ion".  l t  was not unt i l  1886 that New
Zealand had a nat ional  pol ice force, by Act
of Par l iament.

The f i rst  pol iceman to occupy the stat ion
at Maketu was Constable Jonas Abrams
who took up residence with his wife in
July 1880. His replacement,  ear lv in
1 881 ,  was Constable Marsh, who was
succeeded by Sergeant McLuskey in
March 1883. When the lat ter of f icer was
removed to Auckland in March 1888 i t
was decided that the Maketu stat ion
would be temporar i ly c losed and per iodic
vis i ts made by a mounted constable from
Tauranga. Constable Moroney opened the
stat ion again in May 1888 and he
remained at Maketu unt i l  h is death bv
suicide in December that vear.

This art ic le was f i rst  wr i t ten in the late
1970s, and to the l ist  of  of f icers given
above Jinty Rorke lPolicing Two peoples,
1993, pp. 186-87) has added the name of
Constable Henry Hyde Carr,  who was
stat ioned at Maketu from January to June
1889. l t  was apparent ly f rom Constable
Carr (" the constable at  Maketu,,)  that,
according to the Bay of Plenty Times" the
Tauranga County Counci l  received an
account for s ix lh i l l ings on 4 June 1889
as his fee for burying a dead cow.

Constable Jonas Ambrose Abrams
PHOTO: Taken from Northland Made to
Order bv C.R. O'Hara, 1986

Previously nothing was known of the t ime
of arr ival  of  Carr 's successor,  Constable
Edwin Charles Hughes, except that he
was in Maketu by 1890. J inty Rorke,
however,  states that Hughes took charge
there on 13 June 1889.

Constable Hughes was appointed Dog
Registrar at  Maketu about the Spring of
1891 (Bay of Plenty Times, 6 October
1891) and subsequent ly received some
publ ic i ty in the press tor brrnging
prosecut ions against the leading chiefs
there for evasion of  the Dog Tax, the f i rst
such prosecut ions in the Tauranga county.
I t  wi l l  be seen also that Constable Hughes
closed the Maketu stat ion and opened a
new stat ion at  Te Puke, where there was
a much larger populat ion than at Maketu.
on 18 Apr i l  1895.

The foregoing is not necessar i ly a
complete l ist  of  pol ice of f icers who served
at Maketu, and some mav not have
remained at Maketu for the whole per iods
indicated, possibly going to Rotorua from
time to t ime i f  necessarv.
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Constable Bartholomew Moroney
PHOTO: Photo Newsnauranga Distr ict
Library Archive

Maketu was a very law-abiding
community,  as Sergeant Mcluskev found
(Bay of Plenty Times, 28 October 1gg7).
and this could have contr ibuted to the
decision to c lose the stat ion. l t  was
probably only such incidents as that
reported in the Tauranga paper at  the end
of 1887 which rel ieved the monotonv:

There was a l ively scene at Maketu the
other day. A distress warrant was got
out,  and the distrainer with the local
l imb of the law behind him went to take
into execut ion the property of  . . . .  But
they reckoned without their  host for the
women of the establ ishment were wel l
armed, and soon the intruders had to
beat a retreat before broom handles
and so forth.  Informat ions have been
laid in connect ion with the matter. . .

The Police Station-House

Maketu had an operat ional  pol ice stat ion
for only 15 years,  f rom 1880 to 189b.
The stat ion and associated bui ld ings were
constructed and f i rst  occupied in 1880. ln
February that year Inspector Emerson, of

Tauranga, v is i ted Maketu to pojnt  out to
the contractors,  Messrs Mannix Bros,
where the new pol ice bui ld ings were to be
erected, near the courthouse (see plan).
By 3 August the bui ld ings had been
completed and painted, according to the
Bay of Plenty Times:

The bui ld ings consist  of  a lock up, 14ft
by 10ft ,  a cottage 28ft  deep with a
frontage of 48ft, and stables 2zft bv
18ft . The whole structure is
surrounded by a good strong fence . . .
The bui ld ings in every respect
substant ial ly constructed.. .  are a great
rmprovement to the appearance of the
Maketu sett lement.

The growth of the new settlement of Te
Puke in the ear ly 188Os led to a demand
for Government of f ices in the township
there. And to further that end the Te puke
people had no hesi tat ion in suggestrng
that Maketu should lose the of f ices
establ ished at that place in favour of  Te
Puke. As ear ly as November 1887 i t  was
reported that there was a move afoot in
Te Puke to have the pol ice stat ion as wel l
as the post and telegraph off ice removed
from Maketu to Te puke, which was
regarded as the main centre of  the distr ict .

In May 1893 the Te Puke correspondent
of the Bay of Plenty lr'mes complained
about the increased rowdyism resul t ing
from the money in the hands of the
f laxmil l  workers and thought i t  was qui te
t ime that a constable was stat ioned at
that growing township,  instead of 1O
miles away at Maketu, to put a stop to i t .
Eighteen months later the Bay of ptenty
Times reporled that a determined effort
was to be made to have the pol ice stat ion
shi f ted from Maketu to Te puke, which
was said to have a twenty t imes larger
populat ion. The outcome, according to
Pol ice Department records, was that the
Maketu stat ion was closed on 18 Aori l
1895 and Constable Hughes moved to Te
Puke.

Pol ice Department correspondence held by
Nat ional  Archives indicates that ear ly in
Apr i l  1895 i t  was intended at  an ear ly
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date to remove the stable and lock-up
from Maketu to Te Puke. The stat ion-
house, however,  remained in place and
was occupied by the "Postmaster
Maketu".  The lat ter gent leman appears to
have stayed in the house for only a short
t ime, though, and at the end of May a
successful  tender of  ten shi l l ings ($1.00) a
week rent was submit ted bv the
storekeeper Mr A.H. Ferguson.

1898),  but  i t  is  known that f rom 1901 to
about 1912 the stat ion-house was the
residence of the wel l -known f laxmil ler  Mr
James Dudson and his fami ly.  The late
Sister Sylv ia ( f  ormerly Ei leen Dudson),  of
St Joseph's Retreat Home, Auckland.
recal led, in 1977, in a let ter to Mr A. van
der Wouden, that when, as a chi ld,  she
and her fami ly f i rst  went to l ive in the
house the old pol ice cel ls and stable had
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Records of  other tenants have not been
invest igated, nor has the length of  t ime Mr
Ferguson remained (he sold his store in
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stat ion-house, the courthouse st i l l  stood
and then there was "an old verv smal l
broken-down school"  ( the abandoned
former Board school) .  Beyond that,  to the
south-west,  where the magistrate would
have l ived ( the house had been removed)
there was a "vety f ine, very tal l  Norfolk
pine and other t rees".  On the land about
the vic ini tv of  the courthouse and the si te
of the magistrate 's house was the
"remains of  a very large orchard".
Afterwards some of the grounds were
made into a "beaut i fu l  tennis court" .

On the eastern side of  the stat ion-house
was the "Maori  Mission house" and
property,  occupied t i l l  19O5 by the Rev.
Rameka Haumia and then bv the Harr is
fami ly.  A Norfolk pine grew in the garden
there. The roads marked on ear ly plans
giving access to the pol ice stat ion-house
and the rest of  the Government property
were unformed at that t ime, according to
Sister Svlv ia:

There was only a track through the
mission property to the school and on
to the main Rotorua road. Also just  a
smal l  gate.  There was no proper road
to Te Puke main road. Just a rough
track that could be got through
somehow.

About 1 91 2 Mr Prent is bui l t  a house f  or
the Dudsons on their  farm at Te Tumu and
the fami lv went to l ive there.

Later occupants of  the pol ice stat ion-
house are bel ieved to have included the
Blackmores and Colebrooks. About the
early 1930s the.house, together with the
rest of  the Government land at Wharekahu
(a block of  over seven acres),  came into
the possession of  Mr W.G. Graham, who
sold the whole property a few years later
to the Butcher fami ly.  A daughter of  Mr
Butcher,  the late Mrs G.H. Pr iest lev,  of
Hamil ton ( formerly Mrs Girven),  l ived in
the house for a t ime in the late 1930s.
She recal led that the house and a smal l
sect ion of  land was afterwards sold to Mr
W.E. Singleton. This would have been in
1947. About 1956 the house and sect ion
were sold to Mr Tony Fraser ( formerly of

Lake House, Rotorua).  l t  is  now (1995)
owned by Mr and Mrs Page.

During World War l l ,  f rom about 194O to
1945, the old stat ion-house was leased by
Mrs D. MacDonald (af terwards Mrs
Conner,  of  Carter House, Te Puke, s ince
deceased).  Whi le her husband was
working in land in the forestry industry,
Mrs MacDonald ran a mi lk round in
Maketu. With the assistance of her
chi ldren, who del ivered the mi lk by bicycle
to 30 or 40 customers, she mi lked from 8
to 12 cows, which grazed on an
appropr iate area of Iand (both land and
cows were leased from Mrs Girven, who
also owned land on the other s ide of
Spencer Avenue).

The fresh, whole mi lk was del ivered to the
customers'  doors in quart  or pint  bott les
with cardboard toos. Both the bott les and
the tops and the wire baskets in which the
bott les were carr ied were procured for her
by the Te Puke dairy factory,  which gave
her every assistance in the venture. Mrs
MacDonald alone mi lked the cows, by
hand, and her chi ldren del ivered the mi lk
on their  way to school,  hanging the wire
baskets of  mi lk bott les on the handlebars
of their  bikes. As thev did their  rounds
they col lected the empties from their
customers and lef t  them at their  mother 's
cream stand where Soencer Avenue
meets the road to Te Puke.

After the chi ldren had gone off  on their
del iver ies Mrs MacDonald comoleted the
round by del iver ing on foot to those
customers who l ived nearby. Having
separated, by hand, the surplus mi lk,  she
took a cream can by wheelbarrow down
to the cream stand, where she picked up
the empty bott les lef t  by the chi ldren.
Fol lowing the late af ternoon mi lk ing, a
second del ivery was made, some
customers requir ing two del iver ies a day.
Accounts were payable once a week, and
there were very,  very few di f f icul t ies in
this regard. Those unable to pay simply
stopped taking their  mi lk unt i l  their
f inancia I  oosi t ion had imoroved.

ttz



The next fami lv to lease the old pol ice
stat ion-house and property,  af ter Mrs
MacDonald purchased her own land next
door on the former mission stat ion, were
the Inskeeps. Then came Mr W.E.
Singleton, who purchased from Mrs
Girven, said Mrs Conner.

been restored by the Art  Society,  the
former being used as an art  gal lery and the
lat ter as a store.

The old Maketu lock-up held pr isoners at
Te Puke for the last  t ime in the late
1960s. Ted Thurgood, of  Te Puke, now
ret i red from the N.Z. Pol ice, says the cel ls

were used for only about a year af ter he
took charge of the Te Puke stat ion in
1968. They were so outdated in design
he uses the words " inhuman" and
"barbaric" to describe them and says he
wouldn' t  have put animals in them.
Fortunatelv he received instruct lons that
they were not to be used except to hold
pr isoners br ief ly unt i l  they could be
transferred to Tauranga. Inside, the twin
cel ls resembled large boxes with bare
wal ls,  cei l ings and f loors;  doors and wal ls
were about four inches thick and there
were no f i t t ings, faci l i t ies or furni ture
except a mattrass on each f loor.  The only
l ight and vent i lat ion came trom a barred
air  vent above the doors.  Consequent ly
whi le pr isoners were held in the old cel ls
they were careful ly looked after by the Te

This old disused lock-up, photographed at Te Puke Police Station in July | 981, is presumed
to have been brought from Maketu in 1895

PHOTO: A.C. Bel lamv

Of the former pol ice bui ld ings which once
stood at Maketu only the stat ion-house
remains on the or iginal  s i te and i t  has been
altered in modern t imes. However,  the old
lock-up with two cel ls,  formerly used for
many years at  the Te Puke pol ice stat ion
and presumed to have been that brought
from Maketu in 1895 is now at the
Constable 's Gal lery,  Commerce Lane, Te
Puke. With the opening of the new pol ice
stat ion at  Te Puke in 1984 the old stat ion
bui ld ing there (which had once been the
Te Puke courthouse) was donated by the
N.Z. Pol ice, along with the old Maketu
lock-up, to the Te Puke Art  Society.  The
old stat ion bui ld ing, which was to become
the Constable 's Gal lerv,  was moved to
Commerce Lane in 1984 and the lock-up
fol lowed a vear or two later.  Both have
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Puke pol ice staf f  wi th cups of tea etc.
Later when pr isoners were no longer held
in them, the cel ls were used to store such
things as hay and seed potatoes, "which",
says Ted Thurgood, " is al l  they were good
Ior."

Nothing def ini te is known about another
old bui ld ing (a shed or hut)  f rom the
vic ini ty of  the Maketu pol ice stat ion which
was purchased in modern t imes by the
late Mr Hans (Tapi)  Tapsel l  and moved to
land at Te Rahui,  near the Maketu school,
and used as a harness shed. ln more
recent years Mr Tapsel l  gave i t  to the
Moses fami ly and i t  was shi f ted across
the paddock to their  neighbouring
property.

The Magistrates, Clerks and Court Cases

From Julv 1863 to 1869 Dr W.K. Nesbi t t
was Medical  Off icer and Resident
Magistrate of  the Maketu-Rotorua distr ict ,
wi th his headquarters at  Maketu.

On 31 October 1870 Mr F.E. Hamlin was
appointed Resident Magistrate at  Maketu.
Al though a house was bui l t  for  him and he
actual ly l ived at Maketu, he also served
the Rotorua distr ict ,  which he vis i ted from
time to t ime. Ear lv in 1877 the Resident
Magistracy of  Maketu was abol ished and
the distr ict  was afterwards served by
Messrs H.W. Brabant,  R.S. Bush and
Colonel J.M. Roberts,  al l  of  whom were
stat ioned in other Bay of Plenty towns and
visi ted Maketu on Court  days. For
whatever reason, the number of  Court
days in a year at  Maketu decl ined as t ime
went by. Unt i l  the ear ly 1880s Court
days were held once a month, but by
1887 they had been reduced to once
every three months and by the t ime
si t t ings of  the court  ceased at Maketu in
1 910 they were held only twice a year.

The f i rst  Clerk to the Resident
Magistrate 's Court  at  Maketu was J.J.
Piercy (q.v.) ,  who was appointed in 1864
and held the posi t ion unt i l  1868-69.
Although the of f ic ia l  records give no
further informat ion about the later c lerks,
James Cowan lA Trader in Cannibal Land)

says that E. Li t t le of  the Armed
Constabulary Force was "CIerk of  the
R.M. Court  at  Maketu" in 1869 when he
took down the reminiscences of the old
trader Phi l l ip Tapsel l  for  publ icat ion in a
series of articles in the Dailv Southern
Cross that vear.

H.W. Brabant

On 21 July 1877 the Bav of Plentv Times
reported that Mr C.P. Sisson, who had
been gazetted to the post of  Clerk to the
B.M. Court  at  Maketu, had been recal led
to Wel l ington because he had l i t t le
knowledge of the Maori  language. The
Tauranga paper thought the Government
could not adopt a wiser course than to
appoint  Mr W. Matravers of  the Armed
Constabulary,  who had acted as Clerk to
Mr Hamlin for the last  three years.  Less
than a month later Mr Matravers,  who
was said to have a thorough knowledge of
the Maori  language and character,  was in
fact appointed to the posi t ion. Late in
1878, when he lef t  to be Clerk to the
R.M. Court  in Wel l ington for a year or so,
the Bay of Plenty It es remarked that he
had ever been a fai thful  of f icer:

His dut ies,  which of ten placed him in
direct antagonism to the most
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obnoxious mem bers of  the Arawa
tr ibes, were at  al l  t imes performed with
such an amount of  common sense and
just ice that the nat ives grew to have
oerfect conf idence in him, and often
referred their  disputes to him for
sett lement,  instead of taking them into
Court .  The European sett lers always
found him a ready and wise advisor,  in
fact he has of ten been the means of
clear ing away di f f icul t ies,  that but for
his intervent ion would have led to very
ser ious breaches of the peace between
the two races.

R.S. Bush

After Mr Matravers ' .departure Maketu no
longer had a resident Clerk,  and was
served when needed by the Clerk to the
R.M. Court  at  Tauranga or Rotorua. Mr
Matravers was appointed Clerk at
Tauranga in 1880 and remained there unt i l
h is permanent departure from the distr ict
in 1889. In 188O and 1888 he is known
to have performed the dut ies of  Clerk at
Maketu on Court  days. Presumably he
also carr ied out th is work at  Maketu in the
years between, and, i t  wi l l  be seen, may
have resided again at  Maketu in the late
1880s.

Colonel J.M. Roberts, N.z.C.
PHOTO: Mrs E. Priest

For several  years af ter the departure of
Messrs Hamlin and Matravers the Maketu
correspondent of tf,e gay of Plenty Times
complained of the want of  resident Court
of f ic ia ls.  He also remarked, in December
1880, on the parsimony of the
Government in not al lowing the Clerk
enough in the way of expenses to spend
suff ic ient t ime in Maketu to obtain c iv i l
summonses for the Court  next dav. l f
summonses were orocured for the
fol lowing Court  day, a month later,
instead, the defendants might betake
themselves to " f resh f ie lds and oastures
new". The correspondent admit ted,
though, that the court  of f ic ia ls '  services
were seldom required at  Maketu, as the
residents were general ly very order ly and
inoffensive "unless a great spree was
under weigh".

Outsiders could also indulge in sprees at
Maketu and f ind themselves in t rouble
with the law there. Once, ear ly in this
century the Bay of Plenty Times
corresoondent reported that some vis i tors
from Te Puke had made their  "debut"
before Colonel Roberts at  the Maketu
Court .  Their  of fences included being
i l legal ly on l icensed premises, al leged
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assaults and creat ing a disturbance. They
were said to have returned home wiser,
poorer and sl ight ly disappointed. "St i l l  we
are glad to see them. Those Te Puke
people are not bad fel lows at al l  but
evident ly have their  own troubles. "
The annual reports of  Mr R.S. Bush, the
Resident Magistrate of  Opot ik i ,  who
visited Maketu for Court sittings during
the 1880s, are in general  agreement with
the Bay of Plenty frTnes correspondent.
Drunkeness and assaults (presumably
dr ink related) were the mosr common
offences, but their  f requency var ied a
great deal  f rom year to year.  Even when
there were large gather ings of  people over
a period of several months for sittings of
the Native Land Court at Maketu there
was very l i t t le t rouble.  As Mr Bush
reported in June 1883 after one such long
si t t ing of  the Land Court :

. . .  their  conduct has been remarkably
good -  far better than, I  fear,  would
have been the case i f  a l ike number of
Europeans of the same class had been
col lected together.

By far the greatest amount of  t ime in the
Magistrate 's Court  was taken up with c iv i l
cases involving members of  the Arawa
tr ibe. These people,  at  both Rotorua and
Maketu (in contrast to other Bay of Plenty
tr ibes),  so of ten resorted to law in their
disputes with each other about t respass
and the ownership of  horses and catt le
that they were once referred to in those
days as the "ever l i t ig ious Arawa".

The conduct of  the Court  dur ing some of
these civ i l  cases, however,  appears to
have lef t  something to be desired. In one
very minor case, in July 1878, the manner
in which the law was administered
aroused the ire of a Eurooean resident of
Maketu to such an extent that he wrote a
letter on the subject to the editor of the
Bay of Plenty Times. Under the nom de
plume "A Correspondent",  he complained
that equi ty and just ice had been
prostituted in the case, and it was not the
first instance of such gross injustice
having been done, "al though not exact ly in
so glar ing a manner".  In the case in

quest ion both plaint i f f  and defendant had
stated their  cases and been cross-
examined by each other and by the bench
(the magistrate),  but no witnesses had
been cal led. As "A Correspondent" saw
it ,  the Bench should then have given
judgement,  the evidence in this case
demanding a dismissal  or at  least a
nonsu r t :

The administrator of  just ice ( the R.M.
of Opot ik i )  however could not see this,
and at once desoatched a defender of
the fai th . . .  to fetch a 'wi tness for the
Court ,  or on behalf '  of  the Court ,
resident about hal f -a-mi le of f :  the
Bench in the meant ime st i l l  s i t t ing.
After about an hour 's s i lence the
messenger returned with a reply that
the witness cannot come as he had got
a toothache. Whatthe' toothache'  was
Ineed hardly say.  l t  was by th is t ime
late.  the worthy Magistrate then
adjourned the Court  to 9a.m. the
f ol lowing morning, wi th str ict
in junct ions to the Clerk to be there
punctual ly,  and i f  the part ies did not
show up he would proceed to Rotorua.
But at  9a.m. the defendant showed up.
but nei ther plaint i f f  nor the subt le
witness. A cel tain amount of  t ime was
passed in prel iminar ies t i l l  about 9-30,
when the signal  was given that plaint i f f
and witness were in the advance, 'one
by one road, and the other natural ly by
another ' .  Witness arr ived and gave
evidence, and Ineed hardly say what
the resul t  was. But this is not al i ;  what
is most astonishing is the fact  that the
Resident Magistrate presiding on the
Bench was thoroughly aware that the
Assessor who sat wi th him was a
mal ic ious, v indict ive,  and inveterate
enemy of the defendant 's,  and that so
also was the witness so eagerly and
zealously sought for by him; and was
further aware that there would be no
l imit  to per jury by ei ther of  them in
order to carry a convict ion against the
defendant.  I  need hardly state that
there was no sign whatever of
toothache on the witness on his
appearance at Court ;  he was as fresh
as a daisy,  and qui te up to the work 'he
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was required for ' ,  being a brother of  the
Assessor forming a port ion of  the
Tribunal so prost i tut ing the l ibert ies
w.hich a Br i ton is so fond of -  fa ir  p lay

One of the most important and publ ic ised
cases to pass through the Maketu court ,
in the ear ly 1870s, concerned a former
armourer-sergeant of  the Armed
Constabulary who had developed an
extensive trade as a gunsmith amongst
the Maori  at  Maketu. Apparent ly he had
received numerous permits for the purpose
of repair ing guns, but in two instances had
not done so. After appearing before Mr
Hamlin he was committed for t r ia l  in
Auckland, where he was convicted on
both charges and sentenced to four years
penal servi tude for each convict ion
concurrent.

one incident which took Dlace in the
Maketu Court  about the turn of  the
century and may or may not have been
connected with the Dog Tax cases (see
below) appears not to have been reported
in the press of  the day. But i t  must have
caused a sensat ion at  the t ime. The story
was told to the late Mr A.J- (J im) col l ins.
of  Te Puke, many years ago by the
auct ioneer Mr Dick Brown. Apparent ly
one of the leading chiefs of  Maketu, a
member of  a wel l -known familv,  had been
"had up" in the Court  for some reason,
but instead of removing his hat and pipe
as was customarv on such occasions he
kept them f i rmly in place. When told by
the magistrate to remove them the proud
chief  repl ied, " l 'm used to giv ing orders
not taking them. You're the dog, not mel"

The Dog Tax Cases

The chiefs of  Maketu, l ike their
counterparts elsewhere in New Zealand,
strongly objected to the Dog Tax imposed
by County Counci ls in the late 1gth
Century to curb the nuisance of stray dogs
worrying and ki l l ing sheep. The Maori  in
those days, keeping large numbers of  dogs
at their  sett lements,  fe l t  they were being
unduly v ict imised. Consequent ly many of
them refused to pay the tax.

Enforcing the law in such circumstances
was no easv task. However,  Constable
Hughes, who was f i rst  stat ioned at
Maketu in 1889, and appointed Dog
Registrar there about the Spr ing of  1891,
appears to have been remarkably
successful  in doing so. He had the
advantage, though, of  having l ived among
Maori  for most of  his l i fe and speaking
their  language wel l .  Report ing that he had
been the f i rst  in the Tauranga County to
br ing successful  prosecut ions against
Maori dog owners, the Bay of Plenty
Times, 13 Apri l  1892, remarked that the
distr ict  was indebted to the constable for
the determined and successful  manner in
which he had carr ied out his dut ies in
br inging the chief  tax evaders to book.
"The di t f icul t ies in sheet ing home the
possession of  a dog to any part icular
nat ive,"  said the Tauranga paper,  "are
only ful ly known to those who are wel l
acquainted with Maori  ways . . .  "

Al though Constable Hughes was said to
have been successful  in br inging the tax
evaders to book, i t  is  a fact  that the
Maketu chiefs involved paid nei ther the
taxes nor the f ines imoosed for non-
payment. Instead, they took the
al ternat ive of  three days in the Tauranga
jai l .  Recal l ing the events which led to
their  incarcerat ion, the Bay of Plenty
Times, 13 Apri l  1 892, reported as fol lows:

The agi tat ion which the nat ives have
for some t ime been carrying on against
payment of  the dog tax,  has now we
hope received a decis ive check. l t  wi l l
be remembered that in SeDtember last ,
Constable Hughes, stat ioned at
Maketu, in his capaci ty as col lector of
dog l icence fees for that distr ict  tackled
the di f f icul t  task of  br inging six of  the
more prominent nat ive objectors to
book by summoning them before the
Resident Magistrate,  R.S. Bush Esq.
His ef forts were successful  and a f ine
was imposed with three days in
Tauranga gaol as an al ternat ive" The
execut ion of  the judgement of  the
Court  was however suspended in order
to al low the nat ives to lay what they
considered their  gr ievance before the
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Government,  hoping thereby that they
would be exempted from payment of
the tax in future or the f ines imoosed.
The Minister however was f i rm and
informed the oet i t ioners that the law
could not be stretched in their  favour.
The resul t  of  th is reply was that
yesterday Sergeant Kiely and Constable
Hughes arrested the f ive nat ives at
Maketu, the sixth having successful ly
made himself  scarce. The men
arrested are, Te Pokiha Taranui [Major
Foxl ,  the chief ;  Henare Pukuatua, Meta
Tahoka, Roro l r ia and Hemi Waata; they
were escorted to Tauranga and lodged
in gaol .

Chief Te Pokiha Taranui (Major Fox)
PHOTO: Judge Hol land Col lect ion, Rotorua

Museum

The New Zealand Herald, 14 April 1892,
gave more informat ion about the arrest
and incarcerat ion of  the chiefs:

The three chiefs Hemi Waata, Meta
Tahoka, and Koronir ia [s ic]  were
apprehended at Maketu in their  own pg.
and offered no opposi t ion. During the
t ime of the arrest a number of  women
and younger members of  the tr ibe

Henare Te Pukuatua
PHOTO: Rotorua Museum

assembled, and seemed incl ined to
make trouble,  and an attempt at
rescue, but they were over-awed by the
f i rm att i tude maintained by the pol ice.
The pr isoners were taken by buggy to
Canaan, near Te Puke, when i t  was
ascertained that Major Fox and Henare
Pukuatua were in the vic ini ty,  and they
were also apprehended. Fox, on being
arrested, did not object,  but asked to
be let  stay unt i l  the morning to arrange
some matters.  The sergeant would not
agree to this,  and the pr isoners were
brought in together in a buggy and
placed in c ustody.

Ma. jor Fox, besides being a pensioner.
holds a sword of  honour presented to
him by the oueen as a reward for
services dur ing the last  war,  and is
looked up to as a person of immense
importance amongst the local  nat ives.
Henare is also a pensioner for mi l i tary
service.

A few years ago, the idea of such
important chiefs being arrested would
have been scorned by the nat ives; but,
owing in a great degree to judic ious
measures, the pol ice made the arrests
so quickly that the nat ives had not t ime
to real ise the importance of the event.
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However,  the nat ives are great ly
exercised about the arrests.  and are
very pouri  over i t .  The f ive chiefs are
at work today in the precincts of  the
gaol,  wi th shovels and wheelbarrows,
the same as any other ordinary
pr isoner,  and they are thus shown that
the Oueen's law must be resoected.
The nat ives in the town have been
gathered al l  day long talk ing the matter
over in a very agi tated manner.

Several  weeks were to pass, though,
before the law caught up with Te Paroa,
the chief  who had "made himself  scarce"
to avoid going to ja i l .  But on 8 June 1892
the Bay of Plenty Zmes informed its
readers that the chief  had been brought to
Tauranga two days ear l ier  by Constable
Hughes, and went on to remark:

Te Paroa had a great object ion to
serving his t ime in the Government
inst i tut ion, and consequent ly gave the
pol ice a bi t  of  a dance in t ry ing to
apprehend him, however,  Constable
Hughes was equal to the case and
lodged his bird safely in the cage.

Needless to say, when the f ive chiefs who
served their  ja i l  sentences in Apri l  returned
to Maketu they were given a rousing
welcome. The Maketu corresoondent of
the Bay of Plenty Times rcpofted that the
" 'Martyrs ' ,  anent the dog tax" had been
received with great cheering, etc.  on their
arr ival  home from Tauranga. "Some two
hundred attended to sympathise . . . "

Despite the Maketu dog owners'
object ions, Constable Hughes appears to
have cont inued his ef f ic ient and
successful  administrat ion of  the law. ln
September 1894 he was reported to have
prosecuted 17 dog registrat ion cases at
one si t t ing of  the S.M. Court  at  Maketu.
Those convicted were given one week to
pay or take out seven days in Tauranga
jai l .

With the passing of  the Maori  Counci ls
Act by Parl iament in 19O0, the Arawa
people found their  own solut ion to the
problem. When the Counci l  f  ormed bv the

tr ibe met at  Maketu in Julv 1 901 an
ordinance was passed to the ef fect  that
dogs were to be kept t ied up at their
owners'  dwel l ings when not required to
accompany them for any purpose; owners
of dogs found unlawful ly at  large would be
f ined. Maon constables were appointed to
enforce this and other by- laws.

The Courthouse

The f i rst  courthouse at Maketu (shown on
the 1867 plan drawn by A.C. Turner)  was
bui l t  dur ing the winter ot  1864, according
to the Daily Southern C/oss, September
1864; and i t  was in th is bui ld ing that
si t t ings of  the Resident Magistrate,s
Court ,  L icensing Court  and Nat ive Land
Court  were held.  Less than thir teen years
after i t  was bui l t  the courthouse was
completely demol ished dur ing a violent
south-wester ly squal l ,  which blew down a
large wi l low tree across i t  at  a quarter to
10 a.m. on Wednesday ,  I  May 1877.
The t iming of the accident,  though, was
fortunate, as i t  occurred a few minutes
before the Resident Maglstrate,  Mr
Hamlin,  was due to open the Court  for
business. when numbers of  people would
have crowded inside.

According to some Maketu residents,  the
smashing of the courthouse was a
dispensat ion of  Providence for the amount
of "hard swearing" { i .e.  ly ing) in recent
cases. " l t  was equivalent,"  wrote the Bay
of Plenty lr'mes correspondent, ',to A
swearing a horse was white and B
immediately coming forward and assert ing
i t  was black".

At the end of September 1877 i t  was
reported that tenders were being cal led to
replace the courthouse that had been
"ruthlessly destroyed by rude Boreas".
Bui ld ing was commenced in November
and was expected to be f in ished by
Christmas, but the beauty of  the design
was said to be conspicuous by i ts
absence.
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View of Maketu from above "lvy lsle" (clump of trees bottom centre), 9 March 1955.
Compare roads of Wharekahu area with map on page | 17. Three Norfolk lsland pine
trees of "lvy lsle", magistrate's house and C.M.S. Mission house area can be located.

PHOTO: Whites Aviat ion

The record book of the Maketu Court
of f ic ia l ly  c losed on 25 January 1910. A
short  t ime afterwards, on 11 February,  the
Bay of Plenty lr'mes announced that after
next month the hal f-year ly s i t t ings of  the
Magistrate 's Court  would be discont inued
at Maketu. The Court  would thereafter be
held at  Te Puke every two months instead
of quarter ly as heretofore.

The old courthouse bui ld ing at  Maketu
was eventual ly dismant led and rebui l t
near the or iginal  s i te as a cottage, some
time after the land on which i t  stood was

purchased by Mr Butcher in the 1930s,
said his daughter the late Mrs G. Pr iest ley,
of  Hamil ton.

The Magistrate 's House

According to Miss Lett ie Spencer 's
journal ,  the house bui l t  at  Wharekahu for
the Resjdent Magistrate,  Mr Hamlin,  who
was stat ioned at Maketu from 1870 to
1877 ,  was constructed dur ing the summer
of 1871-72. Bui ld ing commenced on 24
October 1871 and the house was ready
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for  Mrs Hamlin to move in on 18 Aori l
1872.

I t  was presumably to this house and not
the Court building that a report in the fy'eul
Zealand Herald.  18 September 1871,
referred when announcing that Mr F.
George's tender of  $758 had been
acceoted for the construction of "the
Resident Magistrate 's Court ,  Maketu".
The plans of  the bui ld ing had been
prepared by a Tauranga archi tect ,  Mr A.E.
Burrows.

Sited to the south-west of the courthouse
(in later years a tal l  Norfolk ls land pine
grew up near the spot) ,  the bui ld ing was
marked on ear ly plans as "Government
House".

ln the winter of  1877, af ter the departure
of the Hamlins from Maketu, the house
and 30 acres of  fenced and grassed land
was offered for lease. And on 18 August
i t  was reported that the new tenants were
to be Mr and Mrs Henry Vercoe and
family.  In August 1886 the seven-roomed
house was again up for lease. The next
tenant may have been Mr W. Matravers,
Clerk to the Resident Magistrate 's Court .
Al though there is no proof of  th is,  the Bay
of Plenty Times, 17 November 1890,
reoorted that a brother of  Mr A. Benner
(the postmaster)  and his fami ly of  eight
persons had taken up residence in "Mr
Matraver 's house" ( the lat ter gent leman
had lef t  the Bay of Plenty late in 1889).
The Benners were Pongakawa sett lers and

were not the only fami ly dest ined for that
place to stay in Maketu whi le a home was
being bui l t  on their  new land, according to
J.N. Blaymires in Early Pongakawa (1952).
On page eight of  that work the author
says that the El l iot  fami ly arr ived at
Maketu on 27 Februarv 1890 and took a
lease of a Government-owned house
named "Wharekahu". I t  is not
unreasonable to assume that the Benner
family moved into this house (which is
clear ly the old Resident Magistrate 's
house) af ter the El l iots had moved out to a
dwel l ing bui l t  at  Pongakawa.

By 1 901 ,  when the Dudson fami ly came
to l ive in the former pol ice stat ion-house
at Wharekahu, the magistrate 's house had
disappeared from the scene. As to i ts fate
nothing def ini te is known, but a chance
remark by the late Mr A.J.  (J im) Col l ins,  of
Te Puke, may give a clue. He had always
understood that the house, which in the
early years of  th is century was the
homestead of the f laxmil ler  Mr D.J.
McEwen, at  Te Puke, and was later
owned by Mr Al f  Washer,  was the former
pol ice stat ion-house from Maketu. l t  had
been moved to Mr McEwen's Te Puke
farm several  years before Mr Col l ins came
to the distr ict  in 19O3. As the pol ice
stat ion-house and the courthouse are both
known to have remained at Maketu, i t  is
not improbable that the house moved to
Te Puke was the former magistrate 's
residence. After serving as a hayshed for
some t ime, i t  is  now no longer standing.

APPENDIX

The wri ter of  th is art ic le,  seeking an opinion on the type of uni form worn and weapons
carr ied by Retreat Tapsel l  in the photograph publ ished here on p1O7, sent a photocopy to
author and histor ian W.T. (Bi l l )  Parham, of  Tawa, Wel l ington. Bi l l ,  who is co-author with
Tim Ryan of The Colonial New Zealand Wars, believes the "uniform" is not a uniform out
probably an "ad hoc col lect ion" put together for the photograph soon after Retreat Tapsel l
was appointed to the Maori  Pol ice and before anv uni form could have been issued.

Bi l l  passed the photocopy on to Tim Ryan, who has accumulated one of the leading pr ivate
col lect ions in New Zealand of mi l i tar ia and photographs cover ing the land wars and is a
wel l -known lecturer on these subjects and genealogy, and Tim commented as fol lows:
1. The object in Retreat Tapsel l 's  r ight hand is certainly not any sort  of  f i rearm, as i t  is  far
too long and thin to be ei ther a percussion r i f le or shotgun of the per iod. In my opinion i t  is
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almost certainly the Maori weapon called a Pouwhenua. This was a simpler version of a
Taiaha, and the projections at the lower part of the weapon taper to a sharp point.

2.  Tapsel l  is not in my opinion wearing any recognizable mi l i tary uni form. The. iacket is
typical of both civilian and military types of the period but shows no insignia that I can
detect.

3. He seems to be wearing a peaked cap, which was a common type of headwear for
sai lors,  mi l i tary and civ i l ians for the per iod 1850 to 1870s.

4. Tapsell appears to be wearing a wider military style cross belt suspending an
ammunit ion oouch under his armoit .

5. The object suspended at his left hip could be a bayonet or a large Bowie type knife.
However, the copy is far too indistinct to make out any detail.
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