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Breathing life into Maketu estuary 
Posted at 9:07am Monday 22nd Oct, 2012 | By Andrew Campbell andrew@thesun.co.nz 

The regional  counci l  is  about to  have another go at  the Kaituna River 
mouth,  altering the river so part  of  the f low goes through the Maketu 
estuary to  the sea.  

The committee adopted an engineer’s  report  presented to  the Operations 
Monitoring and Regulat ions Committee,  recommending the ‘maximum 
f low, part ial  divers ion’ which is  opt ion two in a  report  by consult ing 
engineer Steve Everitt .  

 

I t  i s  considered  the opt ion  that  maximises  ecological  and cul tural  outcomes 
whi le  minimising  cost  and consent ing  r isks .  

The lower  Kai tuna River  has  been s ignificant ly  al tered  during the las t  century 
mainly to  reduce the  level  of  f lood risk to  adjacent  lands .  The al terat ions  
created negat ive ecological  and cul tural  consequences.  

Major  physical  works undertaken s ince 1900 have col lect ively reduced the 
f lood-r isk to  surrounding property ,  but  negat ive ecological  and cul tural  
effects  include in-fi l l ing  of  the estuary,  loss  of  kai  moana,  and reduct ion  in  
habi tat  for  nat ive  plants  and animals .  

The Kai tuna River  and Ongatoro/Maketu Estuary Strategy sought  to  address  
some of  these negat ive effects  and i t  specif ical ly  contains a  goal  to  re-diver t  



water  f rom the Kaituna River  back into  the  es tuary.  Counci l  i s  commit ted to  
implement ing this  s t rategy.  

These effects  have resul ted in  cal ls  f rom the Maketu community for  the 
Kaituna River  to  be re-diverted back into  the Ongatoro/Maketu  Estuary .  The 
regional  counci l  i s  a  par tner  to  and major  player in  the  development  and 
implementation of the  st rategy.  

The st rategy is  to  ensure there  is  an  improvement  in  the sustainable  
management  of  the r iver  and estuary resources  by  2018.  

On July  14 this  year ,  s taff  took a  small  s tep  toward restor ing  the Maketu  
Estuary by al lowing t idal  f lows back in to  the western  end of the 
Papahikahawai  channel  by excavat ing  80m3 of  sand from the Maketu Spi t .  
Water  qual i ty  is  monitored weekly.  

 

In  two weeks there  was a  substant ia l  reduct ion in  sheets  of  a lgae which have 
dominated  the channel  west  of  the  causeway for  a  long t ime.  Water  qual i ty  is  
expected  to  cont inue to  increase over  t ime,  a long with improved and enlarged 
habi tat  for  whitebai t  and o ther  indigenous biodiversi ty .  

The regional  counci l  has  a l located  $486,498 in  2012/13 and 2013/14,  and 
$736,498 in  2014/15 within  the Sustainable  Coastal  Implementat ion 
Programme and commit ted to ,  among other  things invest igate  re-divers ion  of 
water  f rom the Kaituna River  in to  Ongatoro/Maketu  Estuary.  

The counci l  also  a l located  $180,000 -  $300,000 in  2015/16 and 2016/17,  plus  
capi ta l  expendi ture  of  $2,288,000 in  2015/16 and $1,775,000 in  2016/17 and 
commit ted to ,  among other  things;  carrying out  works  to  re-diver t  water  from 
the Kai tuna River  into  Ongatoro/Maketu  Estuary  (subject  to  resource 
consent) .  



The ‘maximum flow par t ia l  d ivers ion’  opt ion is  expected  to  del iver  an 
average of about  600,000m3,  21 per  cent  of  the  Kai tuna River  f low to  the 
estuary during  each t idal  cycle  v ia  Ford’s  Cut  and Papahikahawai  Channels  –  
a  400 per  cent  increase on the current  f low from the r iver  to  the  estuary.  

This  opt ion  is  not  expected  to  increase f lood r isk to  low-lying propert ies  and 
is  expected to  reta in  suff ic ient  f lows at  Te Tumu for  boat ing .  

A one way f low from the r iver  to  the estuary  wil l  be  maintained by the use of  
f lapgates  or  gates  on  culverts  or  br idges .  As the  t ide  fa l ls  in  the  r iver ,  water  
i s  prevented from f lowing from the estuary back to  the  r iver  and out  the  Te 
Tumu Cut .  

Reopening the Ford’s  Cut  r iver  loop could  a lso  be considered  as  a  refinement  
to  increase f reshwater  f lows into  the estuary .  

Ant ic ipated cost  of  the  works  involved is  $3-4  mil l ion,  which matches  the  
a l locat ion in  the Ten Year  Plan 2012-22.  I t ’s  considered the best  outcome as  
far  as  money spent  and ecological  outcomes go,  and i t  doesn’ t  close off  
opt ions to  re-d ivert  more r iver  water  through the es tuary  in  fu ture .  

The regional  counci l  wi l l  a lso  short ly  make a  formal  approach to  the Minister  
of  Conservat ion for  agreement  from the Crown that  i t  wi l l  apply for  renewal  
of  i t s  current  re-diversion  consent ,  and lead  and fund fu ture  re-diversion  
work.  

Regional  counci l  s taff  are  working with  local  farmer  Al lan  Brain ,  who farms 
land some 700m west  of  the  causeway,  and has  concerns that  reopening the 
channel  wil l  adversely affect  his  land and farming.  

  

Timel ine of Te Tumu t inker ing:  

1880’s  Crown made swamp land in  lower  Kai tuna avai lable  for  European 
set t lement  expect ing  land to  be drained and turned into  product ion .  

1895 Te Puke Land Drainage Dist r ic t  const i tuted under  the  Land Drainage 
Act  1893.  

1906 Tumu-Kai tuna Drainage Dist r ic t  const i tu ted.  Draining of  wet lands.  

1907 River  broke out  natural ly  at  Te Tumu – no f low through Estuary .  



1907-1951 Signif icant  f looding,  most  ser ious in  1951.  

1926 Kai tuna River  Dist r ic t  Board  made two paral le l  cuts  through Crown 
Land leased at  the t ime by  Mr Ford  (known as  Ford’s  cut  or  twin  cut)  to  
d ivert  water  d i rect ly  back in to  the estuary .  By this  t ime the Kaituna River  
had returned natural ly  to  the estuary  via the Papahikahawai  channel .  

1926-1956 All  Kai tuna r iver  f low to  the es tuary  through the Paphikahawai  
and Fords cut  

1951 Fol lowing further  f looding,  invest igat ions  undertaken and a  report  was 
prepared which suggested  the Kai tuna be re-diverted  through Te Tumu to  the 
ocean.  

1954 Kai tuna River  Board  approved d ivers ion of the Kai tuna away from 
Maket   Estuary  1956 Te Tumu Divers ion  to  sea.  Ford’s  Cut  & Papahikahawai  
b locked.  This  divers ion  was in tended to  reduce f looding on surrounding land 

1956-1995 All  r iver  f lows were out  through Te Tumu apar t  from seepage 
through Fords  cut  or  f low over  the  ford into  Fords cut  during  f loods.  

1979 Star t  of  Kai tuna Catchment  Control  Scheme.  Kai tuna River  Divers ion 
was constructed to  bypass  River  loop.  

1984 Parl iamentary pet i t ion  to  get  water  re-diverted back to  the Estuary 

1989 Maket   Estuary  Restorat ions  Strategy produced by DOC in  response to  a  
Cabinet  paper .  Specif ic  act ions  in  Strategy.  

1990 DOC applies  for  consent  to  d ivert  water  in to  estuary  in  part ia l  re-
diversion.  Appl ies  for  400,000 cumec per  t idal  cycle .  Only  granted 100,000 
cumec per t idal  cycle  due to  water  qual i ty  constraints  

1992 –  1996 Various appeals  against  consent  decis ion,  to  Planning Tribunal  
and High Court .  Last  of  appeals  f inal ly  resolved and re-divers ion  
implemented (1996) .  

2001-2002 Options to  re-diver t  greater  quant i t ies  of  Kai tuna River f low 
through Estuary identi f ied  and considered by Maketu  Estuary  Focus Group 

2005 BOPRC Strategic  Pol icy Commit tee  directed  staff  to  develop a  Kai tuna 
River  and 



Maketu  Estuary Strategy and form a Jo in t  Governance Commit tee  in  
accordance with  LGA. 

2006 Community  consul tat ion through var ious working par t ies ,  focus groups,  
iwi  and hapu,  communi ty  groups and government  organisat ions to  ident i fy  
issues  for  inclusion in  s t ra tegy.  

2007 Construct ion  of Ohau divers ion  wal l  is  perceived as  creat ing  poorer  
r iver  water  qual i ty  through increased nutr ient  loads  – however  this  is  shown 
to  be insignificant .  

2008 Culminat ion of  community  consul tat ion s tar ted  in  2006 is  complet ion  of  
Draf t  Kai tuna River  and Ongatoro/Maketu  Estuary Strategy and i ts  re lease for  
public  consul tat ion (November  2008-February  2009)  

2009 Kai tuna River  and Ongatoro/Maketu  Estuary Strategy is  f inal ised –  
August  2009.  

2009-2011 Water  Qual i ty  model l ing  of  ful l  re-diversion  undertaken,  wet land 
feasibi l i ty  s tudy completed ,  conceptual  vis ion of fu ture  Kai tuna River  and 
Ongatoro/maketui  Estuary  developed.  On-going r ipar ian management  Kai tuna 
catchment 

2011-2012 DOC and Fish  & Game develop concept  for  expanded Kai tuna 
Wetland (unpubl ished) .  Model l ing of  different  re-divers ion opt ions 
undertaken and presented  to  Regional  Counci l  for  funding in  2012-2022 TYP.  
Opt ion Prefeasib i l i ty  and Consentabi l i ty  repor t  completed .  

2012 Regional  Counci l  agrees to  include funding for  part ia l  re-divers ion  in  
2012-2022 TYP subject  to  pursuing Central  Government  funding during  
2012/13.  Funding to  be revisi ted  for  2013/14 Annual  Plan .  

2012 BOPRC staff  re-open Papahikahawai  channel  to  t idal  f lows from Maketu 
Estuary.  Subject  to  legal  chal lenge by Brain  family .  

2013 DOC re-divers ion  consent  expires  in  May 2013.  

Comments 

huh 

Posted on 22-10-2012 17:58 | By Capt_Kaveman 

"include in-filling of the estuary" this part of nature over time to fill the low lands look whats happend to Tga harbour since dredging 



About Time - YAHOO! 

Posted on 22-10-2012 10:49 | By Ratepayer 

Finally someone has the nerve, brains and money to wash out the scummy headwaters. We all know the estuary will not be the same as it 
was, just look at the huge farm encroachments that killed off birdlife areas for the mighty dollar. Good on the council for getting on with 
it! Support them. 
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