
THE CARVED HOUSES OF MAKETU

Alister Matheson

In the late 1860s and the early 1870s the Arawa chiefs of Maketu built a number of
splendid ancestral carved houses (whare whakairo) in the pa which for a long time
afterwards were to be of such interest to visitors that they were mentioned in travel
books and articles. The houses are believed to have served not only as private
residences and meeting houses (whare runanga) but also as chapels or houses of
prayer (whare karakia) for the different religious sects which flourished at the
settlement in the late 19'n century. They took a number of years to finish and were
still "in course of completion" in 1875, according to Edgecumbe and Langbridge's
Bay of Plenty Handbook (1875).

The houses are understood to have been mainly the work of Ngati Tarawhai of
Okataina and Ngati Pikiao carvers. Their cost and the fact that the Maketu chiefs
had sold land to pay for them brought some critical comment from Rewi Maniapoto
(then known as Manga) when he visited Maketu in 1875 (AJHR 1875, G-4, p. 14).

Besides the carved houses, Maketu pa also contained some noteworthy carved food
stores (pataka) which were associated with the houses, and wooden tombs, of which
at least one was carved. J.J. Piercy, in his description of Maketu pa in the Bay of
Plenty Times, I September 1880, made the following general remarks about these
houses and the remains of an earlier one:

The generality of the houses in the pa are superior to those usually found in
Native settlements, and there are three splendid large carved houses equal to
'Mataatua', that was purchased by the Government from the Ngatiawa at
Whakatane and went to the Sydney Exhibition.

Kawatapuarangi, is a "whare whakairo" or carved house belonging to Pokiha
Taranui (Major Fox), was the first one built and is unlike the others, being
completely cased in with weatherboards and shingled, so that the outward
appearance is that of a large long wooden building without any apparent door.

Another carved house, the property of Wi Matene Te Huaki, is called
"Uenuku" and is much the same in appearance as the former, as is also
"Homai Tawhiti" the property of Pita Haroa Te Wharetoroa. The style of these
houses is the same, a long building with a verandah at one end, with a sliding
door, and one window; the inside slabs, the ridgepole, with supporting posts,
rafters, and in fact every available piece of wood, are carved, the figures on
the slabs representing either men or women, painted with red ochre and eyes
made from the shell of the paua (haliotis), the intervening spaces between
each slab in the sides and end being filled up with fancy work made with
reeds tied to very narrow strips of the kiekie (freycinetia banksrrJ to small
strips of wood about an inch broad and oainted black and red and the roof
before the raupo and rushes are put on is covered with flax matting.

The houses cost considerable, the carvers being rather exorbitant in their
demands, and many hands being employed in fetching raupo (typha
angustifolia), kakaho or reeds (arundo conspicua), wiwi or rushes (juncus)
etc., and in doing the inside plaiting, the outer sides, and roof.
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The walls have generally three layers of raupo and a coating of rushes, so
that the house when closed is perfectly air-tight, and if a fire is lit in the centre
and a moderate number of inmates have congregated inside I do not think
that any European would care about remaining in one longer than was
absolutely necessary.

There is still another smaller than the others, called "Te Awhi" owned by Mita
Te Rangituakoha, but it is not to be compared with those first mentioned, and
is scarcely worth a passing notice. The names given to these houses are
those of different ancestors. The first house built in the oa after its
reoccupation by Ngatipikiao was called "Te Whakapakari", the boast, the
reason for which will be explained hereafter, it is now in ruins, but the site is
shown. [According to Petera Te Pukuatua, this house was not carved,
Maketu Minute BookVoL 1 . D. 1801.

Maketu pa, 1886.
Photo: Frederick Muir, Burton Brothers Gollection, Museum of New Zealand Te Papa
Tongarewa G,010218.

MAKETU PA

James Cowan, writing in the Canterbury llmes, apparently in 1913, i.e. twelve years
after the 1901 visit to Rotorua of the Duke of York - see undated newspaper cutting
in the Museum of New Zealand, but more than Iikely referring to his visit to Maketu in
1903 (see Preface to A Trader in Cannibal Land 1935) says that there were then
(1903) two carved meeting houses in Maketu pa, Houmaitawhiti and
Kawatapuarangi. Clearly, Te Awhe (1872) and Uenuku-mai-Rarotonga had already
been dismantled (see below) and Te Awhe (1904) had yet to be built. Cowan also
mentioned several carved pataka and the carved tomb (dismantled in 1912) which
also stood in the Da at that time.
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From information given in 1975 by Dick Mita of Maketu to Roger Neich' then an
ethnologist at the National Museum and now curator of Ethnology at the Auckland
War Memorial Museum, and from a study of early photographs and a 1931 survey
plan, the sites of the carved houses and other structures in the pa were
approximately as follows:

Kawatapuarangi was near the south-west corner of the pa and faced north-
north-east. fts associated pataka (food siore) Nga-Putiputi-o-Niu-Tireni, faced
it from a short distance to the north-north-easl. Houmaitawhiti stood near the
southeast corner of the pa, also facing north-north-east.

Te Awhe, in the central part of the pa, was to the north-north-east of
Kawatapuarangi and north-north-west of Houmaitawhiti and faced north-
north-east. The present Te Awhe meeting house (opened in 1951) is the third
house of this name to be built on the site. The original Te Awhi pataka, built
c1838, stood to the north-north-east of the meeting house (built 1872)' which
it faced. The replacement pataka, built in 1910, is said to have stood on the
same site and faced the second Te Awhe meeting house (built in 1904).

uenuku-mai-Rarotonga meeting house stood on the eastern side of the pa
and faced north-west towards Te Awhi pataka, which, like Te Awhe meeting
house, appears to have been situated near the central part of the pa. Almost
as well known as the carved houses and pataka mentioned here was the
carved tomb, which was situated near the western cliff of the pa northward of
Kawatapuarangi meeting house and westward of Te Awhe meeting house.
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Structures in Maketu pa c. 1886 from a 1975 sketch by Roger Neich based on
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The Carved Houses

KAWATAPUARANGI, 1 866.1 936

Kawatapuarangi was believed to have been built about 1866 and to have been the
first of the carved houses built at Maketu during the late 19'" century. lt was the
home of Te Pokiha Taranui (Major Fox), distinguished chief of the Ngati Pikiao and
the principal chief of the Arawa confederation of tribes living at Maketu, who died in
1901. The ancestor Kawatapuarangi was a son of Rangitihi and the father of Pikiao,
eponymous ancestor of the Ngati Pikiao tribe.

Writing in 1880, J.J. Piercy described the house as "being completely cased in with
weatherboards and shingled, so the outward appearance is thai of a large long
wooden bui lding without any apparent door.. ." In a 1913 art icle James Cowan (see
above) who appears to be writing about his 1903 visit to Maketu, states that
Kawatapuarangi was then (1903) being used as a common meeting house and
dance hal l .

The late Mrs Dorothy Forrest, n6e Prentis, who was born in 1905 and grew up in
Maketu, recalled the two meeting houses on the pa during her childhood and youth:

One [?Kawatapuarangi] went into disrepair. I do not know the reason. The
other [?Te Awhe, 1904] was used for tangis, weddings, meetings, dances etc.

On 12 May 1936, the Rotorua Daily Post reported that Kawatapuarangi had been
demolished on the 27 April and the carvings from the house were being removed to
the Rotorua School of Maori Arts and Crafts for safe keeping until a new
Kawatapuarangi meeting house was built on the old site:

Some old and interesting carvings and poupous or panel slabs were removed
from the ruins of Kawatapuarangi meeting house at Maketu which was
demolished on April 27 at the venerable age of three score years and ten.
This house was built in the Maketu pa, Bay of Plenty, about the year 1866,
and was one of a notable cluster of important tribal whare runanga erected in
that famous Arawa stronghold.

The honoured names perpetuated by the other tribal whare runanga referred
to are: Houmaitawhiti, Uenuku-mai-Rarotonga, Te Whatakai, Whitinakonako,
and Te Awhe, which, with Kawatapuarangi, stood within a few yards of one
another and in an area of approximately two acres, very strongly palisaded,
with four main ngutus or gateways, forming the only points of entry into the
oa.

Although these other famous meeting houses deserve description, for the
present the chief interest centres in the fact that the KawatapLlarangi meeting
house was the home of Te Pokiha Taranui, a gallant and powerful overlord of
a large section of the Arawa confederation of tribes.

The salvaged carvings referred to are being removed to the School of Maori
Arts and Crafts, Rotorua, in the course of a few days for safe keeping until the
new Kawatapuarangi meeting house is erected on the old site, when they will
again take their place in the new building. The carvings comprise the parata,
portions of the maihis and amos, the paepae, pare, waewaes and
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poutokomanawa. The tauhu, or ridge of solid kahikatea, 50 feet long, has
eight prominent figures hewn out of the solid tree itself.

Unfortunately the tauhu and figures thereon are badly infested with the borer
and appear beyond preservation, but some excellent photographs of these
figures, however, were obtained. This history would not be complete without
reference to those master carvers who executed the carvings, namely Te
Wero Taroi and Tara Te Awatapu, of Ngati Tarawhai, subtribe of Te Arawa
tribe, and whose domain was around the beautiful lake of Okaiaina. The
interest in the poupou slabs is heightened by the fact that some are parts of
canoes captured during the fight at Waihi estuary, [? or at Otamarakau, 1864].
They were placed in Kawatapuarangi meeting house, silent reminders of a
turbulent past and a direct challenge to the foe to exact'utu' .".

A different view of the carvers of Kawatapuarangi is held by Dr Roger Neich. In
Carved Histories (2001) page 171 he writes:

However, on stylistic grounds, the carvings of Kawatapuarangi do not appear
to be the work of Wero or any other Ngati Tarawhai carver. Perhaps the
repeated attribution to Wero is another case of a famous carver's name being
applied to important carvings by an unknown artist. Rather, on the basis of
stylistic comparisons with known Ngati Tarawhai and Ngati Pikiao carving,
they appear to be the work of a Ngati Pikiao carver, because of the significant
differences in construction details and lesser amount of carvings, especially
on the maihi, of Kawatapuarangi as compared with the neighbouring Ngati
Tarawhai houses of Houmaitawhiti and Uenuku-mai-Rarotonga.

Kawatapuarangi was not rebuilt as intended, and Mr lan Rockel, former director of
the Rotorua Museum, stated that the museum holds the following carvings from the
old meeting house on longterm loan from the Te Arawa Maori Trust Board:

"... one amo, fragments of both maihi, fragments of the paepae, and the tahu
or tahuhu".

TE AWHE. 1872

Built by Miia Te Rangituakoha, this house was described by J.J. Piercy in 1880 as
"not to be compared with" the other carved houses in Maketu pa. lt was said to be
smaller than these other houses and "scarcely worth a passing notice" (ibid). Piercy
and others have spelt the name of this house as Te Awhi, but it is presumed io have
been named after the ancestor Te Awhe of Ngati Whakahemo of Te Arawa
confederation whose name is generally spelt with an 'e' instead of an'i'. His full
name has been given as Te Awhe-o{e-rangi (see Rakitu Haerehuka, Maketu Minute
BookYol. T, p. 17O) by which the house has also been known.

Te Awhe is the only one of the early carved houses at Maketu which has a known
date of its opening- Miss Lettie Spencer recorded in her journal that Mr Gilliat and his
travelling companions returned to Maketu from a trip to Rotorua on Thursday 29
August, 1872, and were to "witness the'haka' in Mita's new house" that evening. Mr
Gilliat, writing about his visit to Rotorua in the Bay of Plenty Times, 4 September
'1872, recorded his impressions of the 'haka' at Maketu:

There we found a great number of natives assembled for the purpose of
holding a big haka, or housewarming in a large whare which had just been
built in the pa. Pakehas in general were invited, and we found that several

I
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people had come from Tauranga to assist with their presence and
approbation.

There was some speechifying, a good deal of hakaing, and considerable
drinking, and as a housewarming in particular I can safely say that it was the
greatest success I have ever witnessed. Nearly 150 Maoris must have been
there, of various hapus. lt is well to have seen a haka, and to have seen it
once. We were told that we were fortunate in coming in for so good a one,
and therefore I may suppose that the thing was done in first rate style.

It is hard to describe a haka, as it is not a dance only, and in fact there is very
little dance about it; but it consists of gestures, sounds and facial expressions,
all remarkable in themselves and equally incomprehensible. This one was
kept up far into the small hours of the morning, and went on the next day, in
fact was a very big haka indeed. We did not care to witness the end,
however, but starting in the afternoon found ourselves within about three
hours once more in Tauranga

Te Awhe, the house of Mita Te Rangituakoha, Maketu pa, cI880s.
Photo: Josiah Martin Collection, Auckland War Memorial Museum.

The eventual fate of Te Awhe (1872) is not known, but it seems likely that it was
dismantled either towards the end of the 19th century or in the early years of the 20'n
century, before the new house of the same name was built in 1904. One relic of Te
Awhe still survives in the shape of an amo which is held by the Museum of New
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa.

"This is a quality carving and worth more than a passing notice", says Roger
Neich.

Overleaf: Kawatapuarangi, the house of Te Pokiha Taranui (Major Fox), Maketu pa, with
the tomb of his wife alongside, cI880s.
Photo: Josiah Martin Collection, Auckland War Memorial Museum
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TE AWHE, 1904-1937

Built on the site of the old Te Awhe meeting house, this house was constructed in the
winter of 1904 and opened on 7 September of that year. According Io the Bay of
Plenty Times, 6 April 1904, it was built by the "Motiti natives for their accommodation
when visiting the township" of Maketu. The Motiti islanders referred to were of
course, those members of the Patuwai tribe related to Ngati Whakahemo who
resided at Pukehina and Maketu.

THE OPENING CEREMoNY FoR TE AWHE

Late in August 1904, it was reported that a boat from Motiti lsland had arrived in
Tauranga and taken on board a large consignment of crockery in anticipation of a
great influx of visitors at Maketu for the opening of the meeting house. On Monday,
12 September, the Bay of Plenty limes included a detailed account of the opening
ceremony:

The great gathering for which Maketu had been preparing for some time past
took place last week, when the new Maori whare runanga was duly christened
and opened for tribal purposes. The building is 52 feet in length and 26 in
width, erected on a concrete foundation, having walls of timber and the roof
being covered with galvanised iron.

Te Awhe meeting house, Maketu pa. Opened in 1904 and shown here c1917, it was
destroyed by firc in 1937.
Photo: Tauranga City Libraries, New Zealand Room 03-532.

The name Te Awhe was bestowed on the house, after a distinguished
ancestor of the hapu Ngatiwhakahemo, of Arawa descent, whose principal
chiefs today are Timi Waata, Mita Tahoka and Ngawhika. The actual building
of the house was done in the main by Maori workmen, though in the
foundation and some of the inside finishing Mr T.H- Smith's technical skill was
called into use and he exercised a general supervision over most matters
connected with it.
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The opening ceremony took place on Wednesday 7 September 1904, when
there was a large assemblage, including a number of Europeans from Te
Puke and surrounding districts. The whole population of Maketu, of course,
turned out for the occasion, with many visitors from Rotorua, all the coastal
settlements east and west, and even from further afield, the total number of
such being estimated at between 400 and 500 people.

The ceremony commenced with prayers by Native clergymen and great
solemnity was attached to all the proceedings. After the religious ceremonies
came the feast, and for this tremendous preoarations had been made to feed
the assembled multitude in European fashion: no less than 800 plates were
provided, with cups and saucers, jugs, sugar basins, knives and forks and
other prerequisites in proportion.

Cattle, pigs, sheep, mutton-birds and fish of all sorts had been killed and
prepared for the table, and there were also enormous provision of potatoes,
kumara, taro, bread and butter, with sauces, mustard etc., in European style.
Women were told off to carve and the men to wait on the guests. No
intoxicating liquor of any sort was allowed about the place, being prohibited by
the Maori Counci l .

Among the events of the day was a picturesque procession of girls, the
leaders bearing gifts of money towards defraying the cost of the house, the
money being in the form of €5 and €10 notes, borne aloft in the cleft of a stick.

Maketu, January 1931, viewed from Pukemaire Redoubt site, showing the pa (centre
and right) with Kawatapuarangi meeting house (left) and Te Awhe meeting house
(behind the trees, centre right).
Photo: Frances Kenny.

Contributions in kind had also been sent from friends at a distance, even kits
of preserved mutton-birds coming from the south. The festivities continued all
the week, one item of intense interest being a poi dancing contest, in which a
team of Whakatane girls came first, Rotorua being a good second.

Since the event, which caused greatest excitement, a Whakatane chief has
produced ten f10 notes and offers to take his team to Rotorua for a contest
and will back them to that amount! As showing the great amount of
provisions necessary to feed the great crowd of visitors at Maketu, it may be
mentioned that a four-horse wagon was used on the Friday to deliver bread
there from the bakery at Te Puke.
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The new house will be used for all meeting and ceremonies connected with
Ngatiwhakahemo tribe and will also be placed at the disposal of the Patuwai,
when they visit Maketu from their home on Motiti lsland.

Thirtythree years later this house was destroyed by fire, and it was rumoured in
Maketu that this was deliberately set. The Te Puke limes, Tuesday, 5 October
1937, carried the following report:

At Maketu on Wednesday afternoon the last one of the oldest Maori meeting
houses was destroyed by fire. The fire had a good hold when discovered, but
the lack of fireJighting appliances and water, made attempts to save the
building futile. A bucket brigade was formed but could not cope with the
flames and the building was soon razed to the ground.

The meeting house was the second building to be built on the site and
belonged to the Motiti and Pukehina Maoris [sic], and was named Ngati-
hemo-whakangaio.

Despite the name of the house given above, this is understood to have been the
same bui lding opened in 1904 and cal led Te Awhe. Phi l l ipps (1946) says that this
house had been carved chiefly by Honatamakoro of Ngati Awa and that one carving
from it had survived the fire and was still on the soot when he visited Maketu in
August 1945. The late Mr Amyas Ringer of Auckland, who grew up in Maketu in the
'1920s and 1930s, said that after the opening of Whakaue meeting house in 1928,f e
Awhe (1904) was used less frequently.

Te Awhe meeting house, Maketu pa. Opened in 1951, shown herc in 1975.
Photo: Whakatane Museum and Gallery P5011.

TE AWHE, 1951

When W.J. Phillipps visited Maketu in August 1945, work had begun on a new Te
Awhe meeting house. The carvers then were, Takuira Mita (also known as Mita
Takuira) of Ngati Pikiao and Kaka Niao, grandson of the well-known Ngati Tarawhai
carver Eramiha Kapua.
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The house was opened late in August 195'1 , shortly after the death of the wife of
Takuira Mita. ln its report of this lady's death and tangi, though, Ihe Te puke Times,
Friday 31 August 195'1 , (which gave the family surname as Takuira) related the
circumstances in which Te Awhe was ooened:

We are given to understand that the tangi of Mrs Pare Takuira was the largest
ever attended at Maketu. lt was estimated that about 700 oeoole were fed
during last  weekend.

Mrs Takuira was the wife of Mita Takuira, who has spent many years
rebuilding the meeting house that was burnt down years ago. She died
before the official opening of the building, so the ceremony was quiefly
performed prior to the interment at Pukehina. There were seven busloads of
friends and kindred from throughout a very wide area.

ln a description of Te Awhe published in the Bay of Plenty Times,29 April 1970, the
paper's Maketu correspondent, Monica Holloway, wrote that Mr Manu Thomas, a
builder then residing in Maketu, assisted with the construction of the house, which
had been largely a Takuira family effort. Mrs Holloway also stated that the flagpole in
front of the house had been carved by Kaka Niao (then of Te Teko) and that it had
been erected '12 months ear l ier  ( i .e. ,  1969).

Te Rokiroki-o-Whakaoterangi dining ha , Te Awhe marae, January 1977, with carvings
from Te Awhi pataka of 1910. The dining hall was demolished in the 1990s-
Photo: Whakatane Museum and Gallery P5002.

TE RoKrRoKt-o-WHAKAoTERANGt, 1 951

The dining hall, Te Rokiroki-o-Whakaoterangi, is understood to date from 1951 ,
having replaced an earlier building of unknown age (which is shown in a 1931
photograph). lt was demolished in the 1990s. Te Awhe is principally used by the
Ngati Whakahemo, Ngati Pikiao, and Ngati Makino of Te Arawa confederation and it
has also been used for services of the Ratana Church.
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UENUKU-MAI-RARoToNGA, c1 87Os

Described by J.J. Piercy (1880) as the property of Wi Matene Te Huaki, this house
was probably built during the 1870s. The ancestor Uenuku-mai-Rarotonga, after
whom the house is named, was a great grandson of Tama Te Kapua, captain of the
Arawa canoe, a grandson of Kahumatamomoe and the father of Rangitihi. W.J.
Phillipps and J.M. McEwen (1948) give the following historical notes on Uenuku-mai-
Rarotonga:

It seems that a group of several caryers were employed on it; for we have
been variously informed that Wero, carvers from Whanau Apanui, and others
were employed on the carving. lt is obvious from the patterns, however, that
Wero played a large part in the work. When the population of Maketu
migrated to Lake Rotoiti about the close of last century, the house was
abandoned by its owners, the Ngati Rangiunuora clan of Ngati Pikiao. But not
for long did the carvings remain; and under the direction of the chief Te
Rauparaha Mataia they were stripped off and taken to Rotoiti.

Uenuku-mai-Rarotonga, the house of Wi Matene Te Huaki, Maketu pa, 1886.
Photo: Frederick Muir, Burton Brothers Collection, Museum of New Zealand Te Papa
Tongarewa C.010304.

Here they were attached to an enlarged house of the same name now used
almost exclusively as a church. The lady responsible for the rebuilding of the
house at Rotoiti was Rangipawa Pokiha (third and last wife of Major Fox),
who had no descendants. New carvings were added, and eventually on 30'"
October 1926, the enlarged building was opened-

Although it is stated below that the meeting house was dismantled at Maketu 15 to
20 years before 1927 , this operation was actually carried out in late 1895 (see
Stafford - The Founding Years in Rotorua, p.415). ltwasalso undoubtedly the same
meeting house that figured in another opening ceremony several months later, as
reported in the Weekly News, Thursday 3 March 1927:

One of the largest Maori gatherings in the Rotorua district for some years took
place on Friday at Punawhakareia on the Whakatane road on the shore of
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Lake Rotoiti. The occasion was the opening of the old and valuable meeting
house, which used to stand at Maketu, Bay of Plenty. The house, which was
dismantled at Maketu 15 to 20 years ago, has now been reconstructed and
contains some of the finest examples of Maori carvings in New Zealand.
They are '100 years old.

The [opening] ceremony was attended by a great many local Maori, together
with a large number of natives visiting Rotorua in connection with the visit of
the Duke and Duchess of York 119271. A short religious service was
conducted by the Rev. F.A. Benneit, of Ohinemutu and the speakers included
distinguished chiefs from the South lsland. The ceremony closed with ihe
visitors sitting down to a sumptuous meal and consumed vast quantities of
meat and crayfish- An orchestra sent to Rotorua from Napier contributed a
musical programme.

Interior view of Uenuku-mai-Rarotonga, Maketu pa, 1886.
Photo: Frederick Muir, Burton Brothers Collection, Museum of New Zealand Te papa
Tongarewa C.010318.

Concerning Frederick Muir's photograph for the Burton Brothers of the interior of this
house taken at Maketu in 1886, Roger Neich remarks that the beautiful multicolour
painting scheme on the interior carvings documents this practice among Te Arawa
before monochrome red became the fashion:

"Multicolour painting on carvings is usually considered more characteristic of
the eastern Bay of Plenty, so it is important evidence of the dishibution of this
Dractice".

Uenuku-mai-Rarotonga now stands completely renovated but still with many of its
original carvings at Punawhakareia on the south side of Lake Rotoiti.

*i
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HouMArrAwHlrl, c1820, 187 5

In his descriptive account of Maketu in 1880' J J Piercy states that the owner of this

i;;;;;;J"J hou." *u. piti uurou Te wharetoroa W J' Phillipps (1946) savs

ihui-ior.uitr*hiti was first eiected at otaramarae about 1860, close to the place

il;;; earlier house of thii name had stood The carving was done by Wero and

;;i;'d;t;bt";, son of Puwhakaoho, the builder of the first Houmaitawhiti'

Some time before 1870, ,uyt Pnitlippt, Ngati Pikiao moved to Maketu taking the

carved house with them witn ail the Oifierent parts carried by members of the tribe'

This is incorrect concerning the construction ofthe house' says Neich (2001' p 325):

Houmaitawhlti was built by Pita wharetoroa and his hapu of Ngati Hinekura'

It was intended to oe erecied at Otaramarae but this plan.t":: l't:i:f:.S.""^l

Most of the larger carvings had already been completed at Otaramarae wnen

the decision *", tuJ"" to erect the house at Maketu The completed

carvlngs were taken to Maketu, where the other smaller carvlngs were

completed on the section of land known as Kopaeara No 2 within the pa'

Houmaitawhiti, the house of Pita Haroa Te Wharetoroa' Maketu pa' 1886'

Photo: Frederick Muir, tsurton iioift"t" Collection' Museum of New zealand Te Papa

Tongarewa C.010303.

TimbersfromthecanoeAhitahunoawereusedbyPitainconstructingHoumaitawhit i '
at Maketu, as was a mast iiom ine vessel fiarua (Don Stafford Collection Vol'

11:99, Maketu Minute Book ig'iss uno Vol 13:59' Maketu Minute Book 25"232) '

Neich also says it is incorrect that the Duke of Edinburgh re-opened the house in

t SZ-0, Hormiitawhiti was in fact finished in 1875' but several questions remaln

regarding who were the carvers'
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THE RELoCATIoN oF HoUMAITAWHITI. 1910

In later years, according to Phillipps (1946), the house became tapu "probably
because of the deaths of leaders" and was derelict at Maketu, gradually falling into
disrepair. Eventually, though, the tribe decided that if the necessary ritual was
observed, they could bring their tapu house back to Lake Rotoiti. This was done and
Major R. Vercoe had the carvings brought from Maketu by wagon and once again
Houmaitawhiti was erected at Otaramarae.

Although Phillipps (1946) says the carvings were removed to Rotoiti ln 1901, this was
probably a misprint for 1910. Stafford (1988) says the carvings were removed to
Otaramarae in 1910 and re-erected in 1912.

Furthermore, in the memory of the late Mr E.J. (Jack) Ford of Te Puke, it could have
been about 1910-12 that his father, Mr G.P. Ford. carried a dismantled. taou old
meeting house from Maketu to the Rotorua diskict in a two-horse wagon. Jack Ford,
who was born in 1904, lived with his family in Maketu for about six years before
1914, when they moved a few miles away to Te Tumu. He recalled that his father,
who was a close friend of Major Vercoe, was impressed by the fact that the horses
drawing the wagon stopped half way up "the long hill" to Rotorua refusing to go any
further and wondered if this had anything to do with the tapu. Nevertheless, the
journey to Otaramarae seems to have been completed by some means.

REBUILDING HoUMAITAWHITI, 1913

lf the rebuilding of Houmaitawhiti at Otaramarae began in 1912, it continued into
1913. At that time, 1913, Morehu Te Kirikau included in the new construction large
timbers from a flour mill on the Paehinahina Block that he and Hurae had dismantled
(Don Stafford Collection Vol. 11:33, Rotorua Minute Book 60:314). When renovations
were carried out on Houmaitawhiti in the late 1960s, the magnificent maihi from the
house were secured on permanent loan for the Rotorua Museum bv the then curator.
Don Stafford, due to the generosity of the Morehu family.

James Cowan writing in the Canterbury lrmes (1913), mentioned only two carved
houses as standing in the pa in 1903, Kawatapuarangi and Houmaitawhiti.

The largest is called Houmaitawhiti,- a big name, for it was that of the
patriarch Hawaikian chief who farewelled the Arawa when she set sail on her
two thousand mile voyage to these shores and whose son was Tama te
Kapua. The carvings in this old whare whakairo are very fine and massive-
The tuatara lizard figures in the curious mythological concepts wrought out on
the wall .

Regarding the earlier house of this name, which was built at Otaramarae about 1820,
Phillipps (1946) remarks that when the threat of Nga Puhi loomed over the land
(presumably during Hongi Hika's raid into the Rotorua district in 1823) the house was
dismantled and the carvings buried for safety. Some years later, when it was
decided to re-erect the house, the carvings were dug up but they had decayed so
much they could not be used. Only one carving, a poupou from the interior of the
building was kept to be placed in a new house. lt was said to have been carved by
Puwhakaoho with stone tools and it is still in the present Houmaitawhiti (see Neich
2oo1, Fig.7 .7) .

Houmaitawhiti now stands, beautifully restored at Otaramarae, Lake Rotoiti.
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WHAKAUE, 1928

Built principally for the use of Ngati ryh"I?y9' t!9Y91^:f course not restricted to

them, this meeting house rs situatJd a short distance west.of Maketu township on the

northern side of the |.orO to fi"iuft"' f n ni= f SSO notebook' ihe ethnologist Vt F]:h:t

recorded the date of the ope;in;;; this house a-s. 1!,MaY 1928 The Bay of Plenty

Times, l4May 1928 reported, alihough inaccurately' the opening as follows:

About 1000 Maori, members of the Arawa and Mataatua tribes' recently

gathered at Maketu, Bay of Pleniy' for the openino of two meeting houses'

The houses rr" nuriifu#r"rl"i'f"i"f unO iungi;tu, denoting husband and

wife, ancestors of Tutanekai'

In fact, of course, Whakaue was the name of the meeting-house' not Wharekane and

h';;;il *u, in" n"t" ot t'" iinl"g h'r t' on 24 Mav t gze' the Bav of Ptentv Times

oave further details about tr," o.."urlon by reprinting an article from the Rotorua

'c;;;r;; ;;d*-ir't" n"uoingt 'nt';u iui' lnd 'Historic meeting 
"t ,Y1k"l.!l ^:-T:

6ir'O rtfuoil *"t" said to have assembled for the opening ceremony which was carrleo

out with dignitY and decorum:

The Rev. F.A. Benhett presided and he was supported by,!!: 11":
clergymen who are ,n 

"nuig" 
of the Maori p€slorates in the archdeaconry at

iiriingu. Due credit wa-s given Mr H Tai Mitchell for the tremendous

amount of aetaif wort ln inl i""""tury preparatory work for several weeks

Prior to the gathering'

Whakaue meeting house, Maketu' Opened in May 1928'

Photo: Terry chater, Feb 2005'

It was recognised that the building would be mainly in charge of the Tapsell

iurnirv, r."prJr"nteO oy newi iapse-It llapihana)' who is the eldest and thereby

if'u t'*gitit" of the'big Tapsell clan in Maketu' Several religious servlces

were held during the t"y"'ofthe gaihering' the.evening being devoted to

discussions of sunjects oi paramouit importince to the Maoris' among them
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being the appointment of a Maori Bishop and an adequate stipend for him so
that he could support his office with dignity. Six resolutions were passed
concerning the appointment of a Maori Bishop and one with regard to the
threatened closure of the Maketu Dost office.

Phillipps & McEwen (1948) state that the Whakaue meeting house was said to have
been one of the first efforts of the School of Maori Arts and Crafts under Mr Hamilton,
at Rotorua. Phillipps also states that Rangi Royal designed the ridgepole of the
house. An old newspaper cutting from the Bay of Plenty Times,26 February 1937
contains a report of a visit to Maketu, including the Whakaue marae, by the Bay of
Plenty Maori and Historical Research Society on 21 February 1937. On the way up
the coast from Whakatane, the visitors were shown the sites of Pukehina and
Oreiwhata oas:

From this historic spot, the party drove to Maketu where Mr Kiri Tapsell joined
them. l\4r Rangi later arrived with Mr Jimmy Horne and lunch was taken at
Rangiuru, the dining hall on the marae beside the Whakaue meeting house"
The meeting house was found to be chiefly notable for its fine old 'pare'or
carved door lintel, the other carvings being more or less modern. For many
years the pare was concealed beneath Lake Rotoiti. Tama Te Kapua, the
captain of the Arawa canoe is represented on the parata, or verandah
ridgepole [parata is the carved face part of ihe ridgepole] and the interior of
the hall is decorated with excellent rafter patterns most of them genuine form
selected by Mr Hamilton of the Roforua School of Maori Aft.

Rangiuru dining hall, Whakaue marae, Maketu.
Photo: Terry Ghater, July 2003

RANGIURU, 1928-

The Rangiuru dining hall before the present one dated from the early 1960s and was
built to replace the earlier building, which had been on site since 1928. However, the
dining hall built in 1928 was not an entirely new building but was partly constructed of
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material from an earlier dining hall situated to the east of the Catholic Church in
Maketu. lt is not known when this earlier dining hall was built, although it is
presumed to have been the same building (actually on the side of the road opposite
the church) in which the late Mr Jack Ford of Te Puke, remembered attending a film
show in 1910. In those days it was known as the'Maketu Town Hall'. lt was almost
certainly the same building which was marked as 'Hall' on a 1891 survey plan of the
township and shown in an 1886 photo by Frederick Muir for the Burton Brothers.
Therefore, it was probably built sometime during the establishment of the township,
between the late 1860s and 1886.

The late Mr L. Singleton, who came to Maketu as a boy in 1921, remembered
attending picture shows in the old dining hall during the 1920s. He recalled, too, that
the dining hall built in 1928 was renovated for the New Zealand Centennial
celebrations in 1940. The 1960s dining hall was replaced by a new hall opened in
late 2OO2.

SoME OTHER HoUsEs

ln The story of Marara Tuawhaki - Peacemaker (1979), the late Kate Shaw
mentioned Tamakakenga as ihe meeting house of Ngati Rangiwewehi at Maketu.
Meetings were held in it during the winter of 1878, among the different sections of Te
Arawa serious discussions and associated disputes were addressed relating to Maori
Land Court sittings. Mrs Shaw understood from her mother that the meeting house
was situated on the heights overlooking the estuary but not as far along as the
landing place of the Arawa canoe. lt would, of course, have been within the area of
the old Maketu Da.

Besides the principal houses already described, the Rotorua Daily Post, 12 May
1936, gives the names of two others as Te Whatakai and Whitinakonako. According
to Piercy (1880), the first house built at Maketu by Ngati Pikiao after they occupied
the pa permanently, about late 1837 or early 1838, was called Te Whakapakari (the
boast).

Before moving back to Maketu, Te Puehu and other Ngati Pikiao chiefs had asked
Ngati Rangiwewehi at Te Awahou to join them in their project. However, the reply
they received from the chief Hikairo was 'Te whakapakari o Ngati Pikiao'- the
boasting of Ngati Pikiao. Mr Piercy, who stated that the ruins of the house'Te
Whakapakari' were still to be seen in 1880, did not, however, indicate the exact site
within the pa. This house was not carved, according to the chief Petera Te Pukuatua
(Maketu Minute BookVol. 1, p. 180).

Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, has a pare, carved lintel
of a house, presented as part of the Sir Walter Buller Collection. A note in Buller's
MS list reads, "taken from the doorway of a whare runanga at Maketu belonging to
Ngati Pehi (erected in year 1840)". Dr Roger Neich, who supplied this information,
thinks that the carving may not be that old.
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The Pataka, Food Sfores

TE AWHI oR THE PUKEHINA PATAKA, 1838.1902

This pataka was painted by H.G. Robley in 1864 and photographed by the Rev. J.
Kinder in 1865 and Frederick Muir for the Burton Brothers in 1886 (cover photo). lt
was reputed to have been the only such structure in Maketu pa until Te Pokiha
Taranui "built the famous one now in the Auckland Museum" (Auckland Weekly News
191 1). lt would have been built after the Arawa people permanently re-occupied
Maketu from late 1837 or early 1838, following the destruction of Maketu pa by Te
Waharoa in 1836.

As recorded by Kinder and Robley, the pataka in those days had a thatched roof and
wooden slab sides. However, in the Burton Brothers photograph of 1886, it has
weather-boarded sides and in a view of Maketu pa taken at the same time by these
photographers, what appears to be Te Awhi pataka (it is facing the meeting house of
this name) cleadv has an iron roof.

Te Awhi or the Pukehina pataka, Maketu pa, 1864.
Watercolour by Horatio Gordon Robley, Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa
8.014r'.48.

In reporting that the pataka had come into the possession of the then Dominion
Museum (now Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa), Wellington, the
Auckland Weekly News, 8 June 191 1 , gave the following history of the relic, as told
by Te Otimi Mihi Ki Ratonua:

In 1823 Hongi Hika the redoubtable Ngapuhi warrior overran the Rotorua
district, and in March of that year he captured Mokoia lsland, in Rotorua Lake,
slaughtering and enslaving a great number of the Arawa tribe. Hongi took his
war canoes into the Waihi Estuary, near Maketu, and up the Pongakawa
Stream to the nearest point on Rotoehu Lake, drawing them some miles to
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that Lake, and then through the Tahuna Forest, by what is now known as
Hongi's track, to Rotoiti Lake, and so to Rotorua and Mokoia.
On the way inland, in endeavouring to turn a sharp bend in the Pongakawa
Stream, one of the canoes was seriously damaged, and had to be
abandoned. lt was afterwards partly destroyed by fire. In 1839 [actually late
1837 -early I 8381 the Arawa tribe permanently reoccupied their ancestral
home at Maketu, and one of their hapus, Ngatiwhakahemo, under Te Metara
and other chiefs, went and fetched the slabs of abandoned canoe, and built
this pataka, which was named Pukehina, after their famous pa near
Otamarakau. lt was the only pataka erected in Maketu until Te Pokiha
Taranui built the famous one now in the Auckland Museum.

When the Pukehina Dataka was moved in 1902 to make room for the new
meeting house called Te Awhe [opened in 1904], the paepae, or long board,
which crosses the front, was abandoned, as it had become too rotten for
rebuilding, and it will have to be replaced. The Director of the Museum (Mr
Hamilton) is of the opinion that it can be re-carved from the photographs he
has of the pataka as it existed in its perfect state many years ago.

Te Awhi or the Pukehina pataka, Maketu pa, 1865.
Photo: John Kinder, Hocken Collections, Uare Taoka o Hakena, University of Otago
8606.

An undated newspaper cutting from Ihe Hot Lakes Chronicle in Augustus Hamilton's
scrapbook at Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, states that
Mr Donne (of the Tourist Department), had obtained a "pataka at Maketu which was
the property of Timi Waata". The latter gentleman was almost certainly Timi Waata
Rimini, chief of the Ngati Whakahemo of Maketu and Pukehina districts, and the
oataka could well have been the one called Te Awhi or Pukehina.
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Phillipps (1952:'158) refers to Te Awhi or the Pukehina pataka and remarks, "Awhi
appears to have been the name of the central or main part of the Pukehina Da',. The
whole of the porch front of this pataka, partly restored, was for some time at the
Canterbury Museum on loan, but recently it has been returned to the Museum of
New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, which also holds both amo and all four piles says
Neich.

TE AWHI PATAKA, ,1910

The replacement for the old Te Awhi (or Pukehina) pataka was carved ai
Whakarewarewa by Tene Waitere in 1910, says Roger Neich. The work was done
under the direction of Mr L. Birks, the Tourist Department engineer for Augustus
Hamilton. Mr Hamilton had agreed to supply a replacement for the old pataka that
the Maketu people had presented to the Dominion museum

This pataka faced Te Awhe meeting house (built 1904) and as Mrs Meg Tapsell, who
remembers it as long ago as 1937, recalls, it was just inside the marae fence and
there was a stile and gate near it (see photo). Mrs Frances Kenny of Te Awamutu
spent holidays at Maketu with her family when she was a youngster in the late 1920s
and early 1930s and well remembers Te Awhi pataka, which they photographed. "We
visited it each time we went to Maketu".

Te Awhi pataka built 1910, shown her in 1931, Maketu pa. Kwi Corbett,s cottage, partty
obscured (left). Stile partly obscured and gate (right).
Photo: Frances Kenny.

Phillipps (1952) says that on a recent visit to Maketu the pataka had fallen into a
state of disrepair and that some of the carvings were missing. Most of the carvings
were relocated to the entrance of the dining hall Te Rokiroki-o-Whakaoterangi,
demolished in the 1990s on Te Awhe marae to make wav for a new hall.
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NGA-PUTIPUTFO-NIU-TIRENI

This, the best known of all the carved houses and food stores of old Maketu pa was
known as 'Nga-Putiputi-o-Niu-Tireni' (the flowers of New Zealand) in 1880 and later
as'Tuhua Kataore', also 'Tuhua-ka-tere' and 'Te-Puawai-o-Te-Arawa'. lt has also
been referred to by Europeans as the 'Fox Pataka', after its builder Te Pokiha
Taranui (alias Major Fox).

According to Augustus Hamilton it was built about 1868. This seems unlikely,
however, as it was referred to by Captain Gilbert Mair in a diary entry dated 16 May
1880 (Alexander Turnbull Library) as "Pokiha's new pataka", says Roger Neich. Even
at that time it may not have been finished and was still being called a'new house'
several years later. Describing the preparations for the forthcoming visit of Tawhiao,
the Maori King in 1883, lhe Bay of Plenty Times,25 May, mentioned that Te Pokiha
Taranui had completely filled his 'new house' with various food delicacies. lt was
also stated that Te Pokiha intended presenting his 'new carved house' as a gift to
Tawhiao if he would accept it.

On 13 June 1883, the Bay of Plenty limes reported that the King had accepted the
gift and Mr Bryce had agreed to take it by steamer to Auckland and then on to Te
Awamutu. The move appears not to have been made, though, as Mr Bush, the
Resident Magisirate, reported in the following year (see AJHR 1884) that the
celebrated carved pataka was still at Maketu. lt is presumed that all the above
references are to the same pataka now in the Auckland Museum and for some
reason it was not taken to Te Awamutu in 1883.

There was a later reference to the pataka in the Bay of Plenty limes, 6 July 1894,
when it was reported that the 'carved house' recently purchased by the Auckland
lnstitute from Te Pokiha was on board the S.S. Katikati at the Tauranga wharf
awaiting transhipment the next day to the S.S. C/ansman for Auckland. A few years
later Augustus Hamilton (1900, p.140) wrote as follows about the'Fox Pataka' as he
called it:

This beautifut specimen of a carved storehouse is now in the Auckland
Museum. lt was the property of Te Pokiha Taranui, the leading chief of the
Ngati Pikiao tribe, a section of the Arawa. Te Pokiha is better known by his
European title Major Fox, he having commanded a portion of the Arawa
contingent during the chase after Te Kooti.

The house stood at Maketu about eighteen miles south of Tauranga and was
built about 1868. lt belongs to the class of carved houses known as 'pataka'
or storehouses. These are raised on legs, and have the whole of their
carvings and other ornamentation on the outside, thus differing from the
'runanga', or meeting houses, in which it is the interior which is carved and
decorated. The house is, without doubt, the finest and most complete of its
class in existence-

The house is about 35 ft. long by about 20ft. broad, and has a height of 15 ft.
to the crown ofthe roof. The sides and both ends are formed of upright totara
slabs, boldly and elaborately carved, the carvings being mainly grotesque
representations of the human figure. The ridge-boards are carved to
represent a number of'ngarara', or lizards, running along the roof, and the
'maihi', or gable boards, have carvings of the mythological animal known as
'manaia' - probably a kind of 'taniwha'.
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In front of the house is a carved verandah, some sft. or 6ft. deep, and it is on
the walls of this that the most elaborate carvings of the house are placed,
many of the slabs representing well-known ancesiors of the Ngati Pikiao tribe.

The large carved figure over the doorway stands for Tama Te Kapua, the
captain of the 'Arawa' canoe, which was finally beached at Maketu after its
adventurous voyage from Hawaiki to New Zealand" The'tekoteko'on the roof
above is Takinga one of the descendants of Tama Te Kapua and a remote
ancestor of Pokiha; another 'tekoteko' is Awanui, a son of Takinga; and so on-
The chief figures on the house are intended to illustrate Pokiha's genealogy-
The house itself bears two names - one being 'Tuhua Kataore', the
significance of which is 'the pit of the taniwha'; the other 'Puawai-o-Te-Arawa',
or 'the flower of the Arawa'.

Fox has undoubtedly the finest carved 'pataka' or food store on raised piles,
in the colony. The whole of the timber used in this building is carved by native
artists in their grotesque fashion, and in the front part 20 shillings have been
used to represent eyes but as these are firmly nailed in there is no fear of
their being feloniously misappropriated. lt is covered with corrugated iron,
with a window in the roof. lt is built of totara slabs brought from Whakatane
and the European labour and materials alone cost considerably over €100. li
is named 'Nga-Putiputi-o-Niu-Tireni - the flowers of New Zealand.

This pataka is now erected in its entirety in the Auckland War Memorial Museum.

Nga-Putiputi-o-Niu-Tircni (the flowers of New Zealand) as this pataka in Maketu pa was
known in 1880. Photographed here in 1886, it was also known as the Fox pataka and Te
Puawai-o-Te-Arawa"
Photo: Frederick Muir, Burton Brothers Collection, Museum of New Zealand Te Papa
Tongarewa C.17692.
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OTHER PATAKA

In 1903, when James Cowan visited Maketu, there were apparently still a number of
pataka in the pa. Cowan noted their presence when describing the pa as follows:
"HighJegged patakas, or food stores, carved and red painted, stand beneath the tall
and rustling ti-palms".

One of the above buildings could have been that which was referred to by the Bay of
Plenty Times,23 March 1898'

A large carved pataka (store-house) which has been used by the Ngati-
pukenga tribes at Ngapeke [near Tauranga] for many years, has now been
taken down and is to be taken to Maketu where it will be re-erected.

The relics of an unidentified pataka held by Museum of New Zealand are said to
have come from Maketu. Known as the Hocken pataka, two maihi from it were
purchased from the widow of Dr Hocken of Dunedin in 1910.

The carued Maori tomb, Maketu pa, 1886.
Photo: Frederick Muir, Burton Brothers Collection, Museum of New Zealand Te Papa
Tongarewa, C.010333.

THE CARVED TOMB

Besides the carved houses and pataka, another object of interest in old Maketu pa
was a carved tomb photographed by Frederick Muir for the Burton Brothers in 1886.
It was still standing when Cowan was there in 1903, but by 1912 it was in the
Canterbury Museum, where it remains today. Writing about the tomb in the Records
of the Canterbury Museum 1912, 1 (4), Mr E.R. Waite (curator) and Mr Hamilton,
quoted from a newspaper article which gave some of the history of the tomb:
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For many years past, in the Maori village at Maketu, the visitor has been
enabled to admire one of the best samples of Maori architecture in existence,
in the shaoe of a Pou-Pou. or carved burial tomb. The tomb was in the form
of a house, and having given sanctuary for generations to the remains of the
principal chiefs of that locality, was held strictly tabooed by all, and no one,
with the exception of the heads of the tribe, were allowed to come near this
veritable house of the dead unless under the most extenuatino
circumstances.

The curio collector looked on the tomb with longing eye, and offered the
guardians all sorts of fancy prices for it, but the belief that the dead and gone
ancestors would rise in their wrath and cause both destruction and bloodshed
in the tribe were their resting-place disturbed, compelled the superstitious
natives to warn the enterprising pakehas away.

Close-up image of the carved Maori tomb, Maketu pa, 1886.
Photo: Frederick Muir, Burton Brothers Collection. Museum of New Zealand Te
Papa Tongarewa, C.010333.

Thus year after year the famous Pou-Pou remained untouched. At the
beginning of 1908, a local collector in the person of Mr S. Dannefaerd
endeavoured to secure the tomb, despite the reluctance of the owners to turn
their valuable possession into some form of ready capital. After some trouble
the head chief, one Kihiharoa, accepted a price submitted, and the
negotiations were then closed. But, whether as penance for his actions or
otherwise is not clear, Kihiharoa joined his ancestors some days afterwards
and was duly interred in the Pou-Pou-

Four years later the tomb was taken to pieces and carted to Okere, whence it
was brought by launch into Rotorua. The carving is in an excellent state of
preservation, and despite the fact that the tomb must have stood for
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something like a century, has not suffered from its exposure to wind and rain.
Mr Dannefaerd informed our representative that the Pou-Pou was the best of
three known to be standing in the Dominion.

In view of the fact the Maketu pa was laid waste by Te Waharoa's war party in 1836,
it seems likely that the tomb was exposed to the weather for somewhat less that a
century. The tomb mentioned here was by no means the only such structure in the
pa, and for many years the people buried their dead in similar, though perhaps
plainer buildings (see Bay of Plenty Times,25 Oct 1 882).

CoNcLUsroN

Not surprisingly, the many fine carvings on Maketu pa attracted curio collectors, and
as early as 21 May 1885, the Bay of Plenty llrnes reported that a brisk trade in such
articles seemed to be going on. A couple of bullock drays had arrived in Tauranga
the day before loaded "with relics of former generations in the shape of hideous faces
and figures in native artistic style from Maketu. The relics seemed very old indeed".

No hint as to the identity of the purchaser was given, but in early April it had been
reported that another collection of very old carvings from Maketu awaiting shipment
to Auckland on the Tauranga wharf had been purchased by a Mr Grey. This lot
included some "good specimens of staff of office, paddles and a long-handled
tomahawk". One man who was known to have collected carvings from Maketu and
to have sold them to museums and collectors was Mr Eric Craig, who had a'curiosity
shop' in Princes Street, Auckland, says Roger Neich.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & HOW THIS RESEARCH BEGAN

Many people have assisted with the research for this article and for the history of
Maketu generally in a variety of ways at different times over the years since it began
in 1976. First among these is Roger Neich, Curator of Ethnology at Auckland War
Memorial Museum and author of Carued Histories,2O0l . Dr Neich has supported this
history of Maketu since he was a young ethnologist at the National Museum,
Wellington in 1976. He has also contributed an article on the gateways of old Maketu
pa (see Historlcal Review, May 2002).

In the autumn of 1976 the author sent the late Mr H.D. (Jack) London copies of
descriptive and historical accounts of Maketu from the Bay of Plenty Times,
September 1880. Jack, who for many years had been editor of the Whakatane &
District Historical Society's journal, Historical Review, reacted with enthusiasm and
suggested the articles should be published as Monograph No.3 in the Society's
literature. However, some further research on Maketu was found to be necessary io
support the anonymous accounts.

During Labour Weekend 1976, Jack and the late Anton van der Wouden, Curator of
the Whakatane Museum, visited Maketu. There they met the principal of the Maketu
school, Mr lan Gibson, and former longtime resident, the late Monica Holloway of Te
Puke, who showed them around the historic site which they photographed and made
notes about. Over the New Year period of 1977. Anton and Ken Moore of the
Whakatane Historical Society returned for further photographic and archaeological
investigations.

ln February 1977, Jack led a party of enthusiasts to Maketu, including Frances
Kenny of Te Awamutu, the late Sybil Addison of Otorohanga, Phyl Thomasen of
Tauranga, Athol Stace then of Turangi and ihe author of Tauranga. We were
received at the Maketu school bv lan Gibson who afterwards led us around Dlaces of
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historic interest. These included the Wharekahu Cemetery, the missionary Spencer
family's former private property, 'lvy lsle', where their house was burned down in
1905, guided by the then owner Athol Stace, and the home of Jimmy Ward on part of
the old Wharekahu Christian Missionary Society land.

Since that beginning, we have been assisted in a multitude of ways by Errol
Westgate at Whakatane. At Rotorua, Don Stafford has been ever ready to answer
our questions and solve our problems about Maketu to the present day. His
successor in charge of the Rotorua Museum, lan Rockel, was also a great help as
was Mrs B McFadgen, ethnologist at the old National Museum, Wellington. The late
Mr H.D. Bruce of Oxford, England proved a useful researcher. Others who made a
valuable contribution in the early period were Stan Ringer, the Steele family and A.T.
Bennett (Te Arawa Trust Board), all of Rotorua.

At Maketu, Meg and the late Tapi Tapsell were always a positive help from the
beginning. In more recent times the Rev Lawrie Hemana, Te Wano Walters, Googie
Tapsell, Pia Kerr, Val Te Puni, Koha Mita (Huntly) and Raewyn Bennett have all
contributed in some way to the progress of this work. Further afield, others have
included Heather White of 'Broken Hill', Papamoa, Te Ariki Morehu of Otaramarae,
Cherie Meecham of Rotorua Museum, the late Dorothy Forrest of Auckland, Lilac
Mutton and Marjorie Harris both of Te Puke, Robert Harris and Zita Garrett of
Tauranga and also other members of the Harris family.

At the Tauranga Public Library New Zealand Room, the staff have gone out of their
way to help from Ted Morris in 1976 to Fenella Pringle in 1979 to Jinty Rorke since
1980 and her assistanis Margaret Mackenzie, Belinda Leckie, Mererina Murray, Pam
McConnochie, Campbell Ngata, Cad Mika, Kitty Murrary, Stephanie Smith and Karen
Anderson, as well as other members of the library staff. Rachel Davies of Tauranga
Museums, Ruth Neal of Te Puke Museum and Terry Chater of Pukehina have all
made the compilation of this history easier. So also, have Tiena Jordan, Christine
Miller, and Mrs Lillian Jordan of Whakatane. Dr Rachel Darmondy, New Zealand
Historic Places Trust, Tauranga has given essential and valuable help.

At Auckland War Memorial Museum, Enid Evans, David Simmons, the late Nola V.
Arthur, Yolanda Drummond and Gordon Maitland have been of special assistance,
as have Patricia French and J. Bell of the Auckland Public Library and Sherrah
Francis and Allison Buchan of Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington and Stephen D.
Shannon, D.L.l .  Museum, Durham, England.

To these should be added Kate Button of the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa
Tongarewa and the staff of National Archives, Wellington, Hawke's Bay Museum,
Napier, Rotorua Public Library, Dunedin Public Library, Gisborne Museum; Victoria
University Library (Miss K.A. Coleridge), Canterbury Museum, Hocken Library,
Dunedin, Mitchell Library, Sydney, National Library of Australia, Canberra, Australia.

Included with the above must be Peter and Alan Goodyear, Lyn Harpham, Kim
Tatton, Ron Keam, Nona Morris, Robin Startup, Tim Ryan, Jim & Mitch Grafas, Joan
(Ringer) O'Shannessey, the Wright family, the descendants of Carlos Kramer-Walter
and D.W. Smith. Since the sudden death of H.D. (Jack) London in 1980 and Anton
van der Wouden in 1994, some of our best informants have also passed on,
including some of those already mentioned.

Those we know from Maketu are Dick Mita, Mr L. Singleton and Bob Gourlay, from
Otaramarae Mata Morehu, the Hawke's Bay Eva Zurcher, from Rotorua Norman
Steele and Kate Shaw, from Tauranga Warren Brown, Agnes Faulkner, Frances and
Eva Goodyear and A.W. (Len) Oliver. From Auckland Phoebe Meikle, Robert King,
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Ethel Becker, Sister Sylvia (Eileen Dudson) and Cliff Furniss. From Te puke, Jack
Ford, E. Vignette Spraggon, Wiki Potaka and A.J. (Jim) Collins. Rex Nan Kivell and
Shay Norris of New South Wales, Gilbert Nichols of Paeroa, Bill Parham of Tawa,
Alan Bellamy of Katikati, Dorothy Purvis of California, and one of the most
informative and helpful supporters of this history who grew up.in Maketu in the 1920s
and 1930s, Amyas Ringer of Auckland.

Since the death of Jack London, the author has worked alone in writing a series of
articles on the history of Maketu and is most grateful for all the assistance given by
the above persons and institutions and trusts that an imperfect memory has included
everyone.
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