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Tower block idea for young and old

PLAN to mix seniors with
university students in a
$45 million high-rise

development in Tauranga’s
downtown has been floated by
architect Mark Wassung.

He wants to give retired
people the housing option of
rubbing shoulders with students
in a tower block built on the
council-owned site in Durham
St, opposite Baycourt.

“We are going to have a
quadrupling of seniors over the
next 20 years. Seniors don’t

" always want to live in retire-
ment homes — we need to
change our approach.”

The registered architect, who
ran for a seat on the council last
year, has announced his latest
vision for the future, Tauranga
Together. It included giving the
elderly an alternative to retire-
ment villages  that clustered
seniors together.

Mr Wassung was struck by
how the largest demographic
from the 49,000 people that
attended the Paradox exhibition
were in their 70s, 80s and 90s.

“That means retirees were
coming in their droves to sup-
port an exhibition of street art.”

He- said some seniors felt
disengaged from the commun-
ity, so why not bring them into
the city in a 200-unit develop-
ment that brought students and

VISION: Architect Mark Wassung is advocating the $45 million project.

retirees together. The
students studying at
the nearby campus
now under de-
velopment would
rent 30sq/m units
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model. “A lot of singles can’t get
into the housing market,” he
said.

Mr Wassung has searched
the web to see if anyone else was
mixing retirees with young
people and found a nursing
home in the Netherlands that

least 30 hours a month being a
“good neighbour”. Students
joined their neighbours in activi-
ties like watching sport, cele-
brating birthdays or offering
company when seniors fell ill.
International studies were
finding more social isolation and

Bringing London’s
‘twodio’ collective -
co-living concept
into Tauranga

M 550-room halls of
residence style communal
homes -
W For cash-strapped
millennials
M A private room with
shared kitchen facilities
B Rent includes services
and shared attractions like
spaand cinema
M Alternative to flat sharing
for graduates

— Mark Wassung

loneliness as people lived longer.
The Humanitas project showed
how students brought the out-
'side world in by providing
warmth and contact for elderly,
with the only rule that students
‘must not be a nuisance.

Similar inter-generational
programmes existed in the
French and American cities of
Lyon and Cleveland.

Mr Wassung took the concept
to Tauranga Mayor Greg
Brownless who responded to the
Bay of Plenty Times that the site
opposite Baycourt was
earmarked for an
internationally-branded hotel
and he did not want to throw
that out.

However, if someone came
along with a fully-funded project
for the site then the council
would look at it.

“I embrace Mark’s innovative

thinking,” he said.

“We have got to have people
coming up with ideas but trans-
lating ideas into action is not
easy.”

Mr Brownless said he was not
so sure that mixing university
students with the elderly would
work.

University students were
noted for noisy parties and that
could conflict with ‘elderly
neighbours, he said.

Mr Wassung said the essence
of Tauranga Together was good
and sustainable growth by de-
sign. The city should become
socially and economically inclus- -
ive and environmentally

- sustainable.

He proposed fo set up an
urban design panel similar to
Hamilton’s panel. It would set-
ambitious design standards, re-
view designs and investigate the
challenges facing Tauranga’s
built environment.

The CBD was going through a
renaissance and the design
panel would ensure that the city
centre did not end up looking
like a fruit salad, he said.

Mr Wassung also proposed to
launch a new social enterprise
called Public Practice to put
designers and planners into the
Tauranga City and Western Bay
District councils for a minimum
of one year.

Tauranga Together was
envisaged as a partnership
between the public and private
sector involving a long-term
approach to investment.

It fed into his vision for the
future of transportation in the
city, Tauranga Connect.

For many years, Andrew Pope has
been turning houses into jewels of the
street they are on.

Andrew is a house painting expert
and the owner of Brush A Bout.

A new coat of paint can give a whole
new look to a house, help it withstand
the elements and even increase its
value.

Andrew guarantees quality
workmanship and uses quality paints.
A versatile operation with many
years’ experience, Brush A Bout

can turn tired old rooms into new

and uplifting spaces and make the
outside positively shine — all at highly
competitive prices.

“Whether it’s painting on wallpaper
or stripping back painted timber
surfaces we can do it,” says Andrew.
“In the case of iron roofs, we
waterblast and repair surfaces,

r' replace missing nails and treat any
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Andrew Pope guarantees quality
workmanship and uses quality paint

rust to protect them well into the
future. We then apply two coats of
either Solar Guard or Wattyl All-
Weather roof paint.”

“We can also easily clean, fix or
replace broken tiles.”

Andrew can tackle any sized job,

whether it’s residential, commercial or |

industrial.

“We can bring life back to the oldest
of buildings,” Andrew says.

“We're always willing to work at
times that best suit the client and

- we can call on the services of quality

plasterers, builders, electricians, and
plumbers.”

Being a long standing business
means Andrew is finding more and

" more that people are coming back to

him for their house painting needs.

Brush A Bout provides free, no-

obligation quotes that come with

the addresses of houses Andrew
has previously worked on for those
wanting to see what he can do.
There are also before and after
photos on the Brush A Bout website.

Phone: 07 .552 5390
Mobile: 027 497 6930

www.brushabout.co.nz.

Email: info@brushabout.co.nz &

RAIN: Strong winds and héavy rain caused chaos around Rotorua last week.
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Soaking July not over yet
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It’s been a wet old July in
Rotorua — with more rain
falling in the first 19 days
than is average for the
whole month.

" Rotorua has been
cleaning up after wild
weather last Thursday
sent - trampolines flying,
brought down trees and
took out power to
hundreds of homes.

MetService forecaster
Tuporo Marsters told the
Rotorua Daily Post on
Friday there had been
more than 100mm
between 1pm and mid-
night on Thursday.

Wind gusts of up to
144km/h were recorded in
exposed areas.

A Rotorua Lakes Coun-
cil spokeswoman said
contractors had been busy

yesterday clearing away
trees and debris left
around the district after
last week’s weather.

“Only a few minor
issues remain around the
district. A few small slips
are yet to be cleared but
have safety signage in
place.”

Those slips are on
Endean Rd, Te Kopia Rd
(also a small underslip),
Okaro Rd,

and Lake Okataina Rd.

On Okareka Loop Rd,
Totara Rd and the
Hossack Rd extension,
there are trees that had
fallen during the storm.

“These have been
pushed to the berm and
require more tidy work.”

MetService meteorol-
ogist Tom Adams said for
the next few days there
would be a westerly wind
leading to the odd shower.

“From Thursday there
will be a bit of rain coming
through, mostly on Friday.
However it should be

clearing up to be a nice
weekend.”

He said while locals
could look forward to a
fine weekend, it would
bring some chilly morn-
ings.

“There had been lots of
low-pressure systems
bringing northeasterly
winds, which in turn
brought in piles of rain,”
Mr Adams said.

He said the rain gauge
at Rotorua Airport had
been broken since mid-
night on Wednesday “so it
didn’t capture the rain
over the past few days”
but from July 1 to July 19,
137.4mm of rain had fallen
there.

Mr Adams said with
the 10-year average July
rainfall ¥
at Rotorua airport being
123mm, the current month
had already “quite alot” in
comparison.

The rain gauge was in
the process of being fixed
yesterday.



