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New Eastern Link could

" Tauranga’s new multi-million

dollar road, could have a speed
limit of 110km/h, along with
other roads currently under con-
struction.

The speed limit on the new
Tauranga Eastern Link could be
raised to 110km/h along with
some other 4-5 star roads around
the country. NZ Transport
Agency road safety director
Ernest Zollner confirmed the
proposed speed limit change
was being considered under the
agency’s Safer Journeys Action
Plan.

“All roads are not created
equal, and what is a safe speed
on one road will be different to
what is safe on another,” he said.

Mr Zollner said setting limits
higher than 100km/h would re-
quire a law change, government
approval and public consulta-
tion, he said.

“It is possible that some of the
newest, safest, four-five star
roads such as the Tauranga
Eastern Link could be suitable
for speed limits of 110km/h,” he
said.

Some new roads such as the
TEL had been designed with a
110 km/h speed limit in mind, Mr
Zollner said.

Waikato, Auckland, Welling-

ton and Christchurch also had
motorways which were being
considered for higher speed
limits.

The proposed rule change,
which has long been
championed by the Automobile
Association, was expected to go
out to councils for consultation
by the end of the year.

Te Puke resident Janet Smith
drives from Te Puke to Tau-
ranga on a regular basis. She
said when heading into Tau-
ranga she joined the Tauranga
Eastern Link from Domain Rd,
and as long as the quality of the
road was of good standard, she

would back the change as it

made sense.

“Coming from England, I
have lot of experience of driving
on dual carriageways and roads
in England and Europe which
have 100-110km/h posted speeds

limits, and they have less
crashes.
“Sometimes it can be equally

problematic when motorists de-
cide to drive at 20-30km/h under
the posted speed limit and you
get problems with road rage,”
she said.

Mayor Stuart Crosby said he
had no concerns about the pro-
posal. !

“I'm sure the NZ Transport
Agency has done all the safety
audits around this before mak-
ing this proposal and the road is
very wide and being built with a
110km/h speed in mind.”

Mr Crosby said often motor-
ist safety came down to driver

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Email:
editor@bayofplentytimes.co.nz

behaviour, which included
people driving to the road
conditions.

Bay of Plenty road policing
manager Kevin Taylor said speed
zone changes were just one part of
keeping roads safe and the most
critical aspect was maintaining a
national consistency.

Mr Taylor said he was not
prepared to comment on the
proposed national policy change.

“The road tells you how to
drive appropriately on it and we
all know the faster you go, the
more risky and if you crash it
means lots more pain,” he said.

Meanwhile, the NZ Transport
Agency is keen to see more
national consistency for limits.

Mr Zollner said the Transport
Agency had urged road control-
ling authorities not to make
decisions around speed limits until
national guidelines were released
in mid-2015.

“By 2016, we wish to have a
consolidated approach to manag:
ing speed on the network that is
more effective at reducing
deaths.”

PLEASED: Janet Smith says she
welcomed the proposed change in
the speed limit on the new
Tauranga Eastern Link.

GIVE: Michelle Senkus said they did not count the amount of food
collected last year but there were “boxes and boxes spread across the

building”.
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Competition key to

By Ruth Keber
news@bayofplentytimes.co.nz

Michelle Senkus wants every-
one to have a good Christmas.

The Tauranga woman is
heading a campaign to get
tenants in the ANZ building to
donate to the Tauranga Com-
munity Foodbank this
Christmas.

With nine business and about
400 employees, it's game time to
see who can bring in the most
food.

Ms Senkus, Cooney Lees
Morgan administration mana-
ger, said it was the second year
they would get together as a
building fo raise donations and
she was hoping to get all the
tenants in the ANZ building at

the corner of Cameron Rd and
Elizabeth St involved.

“We will try to compete
against each other to maximise
the amount of food which gets
brought in. That could be any
one of us at some point in our
lives when we do need that
help,” she said.

Ms Senkus said they did not
count the amount of food col-
lected last year but there were
“boxes and boxes spread across
the building”.

“We as tenants try and sup-
port each other fundraising
event a tenant is doing. Because
everybody has their own per-
sonal charity they want to sup-
port so we try really hard to
support each other.”

Ms Senkus said she wanted to
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have 110km/h speed limit

The NZ T;anspgrt t?:ge_elr_my is consid?ringl a g
proj o make the Tauranga eastern link a
HOEm/h

* It should be 90 km/h as it's a

very busy dangerous stretch of
road and itis only going to get
busier as the population in the
area grows, and if trucks have
todo 90km/h everyone else
should too.”

— Ken Bateman, 40s,

K Matua

speed limit area. What do you think?

“I think it makes sense because
the road is designed for this
speed. I'm from Europe where
the roads like this are between
100-110km/h, and drop the

speed down 10-20km/h when
it's wet.”
— Hans Pyper, 67,
Papamoa Beach

“I'm Wellington-born and most
of the roads there are either 50
or 100km/h so | don't have an
issue with this idea. If you can
control your car and keep to the
speed limit, | don't see a real
problem.”

— Bryanna Williams, 20,

Bellevue

“It really makes sense to me. A
10km/h rise isn't much. If the
road s of a good standard and
people drive to the conditions |
don’t think you'll find it's a big
problem.”

— Gareth Banks, 35,

Bellevue

A Bay of Plenty Tines

=%z Christmas Appeal 201

dropped off at the Bay of Plenty Times
office at 405 Cameron Rd bstween
8.30am and Spm weekdays.

food can also be delivered to the
Tauranga Foodbank on Dive Cres which
is open from 9.30am to 2pm weekdays,
The Hits on the fourth floor of Harrington
House, Harington St and any Westpac

Cash donations can be made by donating
to the account Tga Foodbank BOP Times
Appeal 03 0435 0797071 00.

It any organisations, schools or
individuals are organising a can drive
or fundraising event, please let us know
by contacting reporter Amy Wiggins by
emailing news@bayofplentytimes.co.nz

branch in Tauranga. or phoning 0800 253 253. »
encourage everybody in the Tauranga Community Foodbank
ANZ building and in the com- this year.

munity to get behind the

“People have situations in

their lives they have no control
over, if somebody. gets sick in
the family and you have to give
up work to look after them, you
can’t ever plan for those situa-
tions and that is the time you

_might need some help.”

Ms Senkus said there were no
specifications on what to bring
in to be donated but typically at
this time of year people would
often bring in something “a bit
special”.

“Chocolates and softdrinks
and things like that with Christ-
mas in mind.”

Notifications had been sent
out to all the tenants of the
ANZ building and the Tau-
ranga Community Foodbank
will collect the donations next
Friday at 1pm.

VOLUNTEER: Keith Carver has
been volunteering at foodbank for
one year. He loves all the good
friends he has made and is happy
to know that he is helping others.

Briefly

Buddy Day cut-outs

Life-sized cardboard children
will attend meetings, schools,
hospitals and MPs’ offices
throughout Tauranga today.
The cut-outs are part of a
national Buddy Day today,
aimed at raising awareness of
child abuse in the
community. Mount
Maunganui Intermediate
children were among
hundreds of children in the
Bay of Plenty who created the
cardboard children, which will
spend the day with various
adults, including local MPs
Todd Muller and Simen
Bridges, and Tauranga
Hospital staff. The event,
organised by Child Matters,
originated in Hamilton.

Ryall to join law firm

Former Health Minister and
Bay of Plenty MP Tony Ryall
has found post-Parliament
life at major law firm Simpson
Grierson. The political
veteran, who successfully
managed the health portfolio
over the past six years
without too much public
controversy, will join the law
firm as head of the public
policy practice, starting from
the end of January next year.
Ryall will provide strategic
and operational leadership to
the public law unit as part of
its senior executive team.

Golf course for park

McLaren Falls Park is getting
a Frisbee golf course, with
sponsorship from Frisbee
Golf NZ. Plans for the new
course have been finalised
and at this stage it looks like
the 18-hole course willgo in
next month.

Complaints

The Bay of Plenty Timesis
subject to NZ Press Council
procedures. A complaint
must first be directed in
writing to the editor by
emailing complaints
@bayofplentytimes.co.nz. If
not satisfied with the
response, the complaint may
be referred to the Press
Council, PO Box 10-879, The
Terrace, Wellington 6143 or
use the online complaint
form at
www.presscouncil.org.nz.
Please include copies of the
article and all
correspondence with the
publication.
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