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Council’s pensioner flats

Samantha § =%,
Motion . 45
N independent review
has recommended that
Tauranga’s council sell
its pensioner housing to
a social housing provider.

The Elder Housing Review
recommendation said the port-
folio should be sold to a
local provider and the
terms and price
should reflect a
social commit-
ment to. keep
providing
affordable
housing for the
elderly.

If feasible the
provider should
increase the supply
of housing for the
elderly, and require that
all new tenants be eligible to pay
income related rent.

- The New Zealand Housing
Foundation, an independent

- What do
~ you think?

Send your emailto

charitable trust, didthe review.

It found that the need for
rental houses for older people
was projected to increase 81 per
cent over the next 12 years, from
2120 houses to 3830.

A third of older renters
rented from social housing
providers, the rest from private
landlords.

The council owned 246 units
in nine villages across Tauranga
— four in Mount Maunganui,
three in Tauranga and two in
Greerton.

Combined, the villages
were thought to be
worth more than

~ $30m.
The villages
provided

affordable hous-
ing for people
aged 65 and over
who would other-
wise struggle to
find a home.
The review found
the units were small
and poorly designed by
modern standards. There were
too few to meet forecast demand.
More than a third of the units
were more than 50 years old, and

S

FOR SALE? Pensioner flats may be sold off if the council follows
recommendations.

none less than 25 years old.

One village was likely to need
redevelopment within five
years, with another three within
10 years. The potential cost of
upgrading or redeveloping those
houses was a major factor in the
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foundation’s recommendation.
The council had no long-term
plan or funding set aside for
upgrading or replacing units.
The council’s general mana-
ger of community services,
Philip King, said the needs of

Squeeze on living space

- contact info@expos.co.nz or
WWwWWw.expos.co.nz for more details

ASB BAYPAI

If you have a product or service where women are
your market than showcase it to thousands of women
in one weekend! Sites selling fast,book yours now.

NZME. 8 EVENTS ﬁ“’ H'I]'_-_'. GrabOne




Friday, August 4, 2017

Local News

- Sk
-F4

Bay of Plenty Times 3

atrisk of being sold off

8

tenants were the councﬂs
“primary consideration”.

“The broader benefit of the’

review is that tenant
wellbeing 2 Vs
enhanced, with
tenants no worse
off than before
and receiving
the best pos-
sible service
to meet their
needs, now
and in the fu-
ture.”

Tauranga
and Western
Bay Greypower
president Jennifer
Custins  (pictured)
said she was open to any
solution that would benefit older
renters — but it had to be long-
term.

She recognised that times
were changing and it may no
longer be as appropriate for a
council to provide housing for
older people. Something needed
to be done to improve the
housing stock, and if there was
an organisation that could take
it out of the council’s hands
without disadvantaging renters

she was open to hearing about it.
“We just badly need warm,
dry homes for people to live i-n,”
she said.
- “It can be done
‘well. T know of
other regional
towns where
pensioner
housing has
been taken
over by a trust
* and done up.
“They pro-
vide lovely
homes for
people and it’s a
real asset.”
She expected
Greypower members
would have a range of
views on the subject, and that for
some the prospect of change
would be unwelcome.

Good communication would
be needed from the council, and
she said the organisation would
be keeping an eye on develop-
ments. .

The review and its recom-
mendations will be presented to
the council’s Community and
Culture Committee meeting next
Tuesday.

prompts rules review

Cousins g4~

Development challenges created
by Tauranga’s tighter
streetscapes and shrinking
section sizes are being
investigated in a special rules
review by the city council.

The review of the'
infrastructure development
code aimed to avoid unusual
sights like the so-called wonky
footpath at The Lakes.

“The problem is getting
everything to fit in smalter
spaces,” Tauranga Property
Developers Forum chairman
JeffFletcher said.

He said the forum was being

WONKY WALK: This curious
footpath at The Lakes has
highlighted a mismatch between
Tauranga’s infrastructure
development code and the

pressures of intensification.
PHOTO/JOHN BORREN

consulted on the challenges of
smaller streetscapes and more

and difficulties with the speaes
of tree being chosen to plant in
berms.

“There is almost a bow wave
of costs going forward.”

A bus trip by councillors

earlier this year looked at some
inappropriate planting of trees

intensive development and in growth areas like Papamoa,
wanted to come up with Pyes Pa and Bethlehem
workable solutions In one arei';l of
for everyone. - , Papamoa, he saw
The review had pohutukawa trees
moved fo dealing What do planted on very
wi e L S y berms,
issues linked to you th | nk? sometimes in
atighter urbtan - glc‘)ups of two or
CHVIECTE Send your email to ee.
and he ; : “You onl
 envisaged the editor@ bayofplentytimes.co.nz haveto thmlg
work would be to have your say forward 10 years,”
finished within 12 ‘Mr Baldock said.
‘months. “We don’t want
City Transformation concrete laid over the top
Committee chairman councillor of services but as we get into a
Larry Baldock said smallerroad  more compact city and smaller
berms and narrower sections sections, we need to look at what
meant the review of the we are inheriting from
development code would include  developers.”
the rule of one street tree Mr Baldock said some of the
fronting each lot. code was pretty boring. It was
He said it was creatmg the more touchy-feely stuff
difficulties for infrastructure above the ground, like moving

away from one tree per section
frontage, that would be of
community interest.

Boffa Miskell planning
consultants partner Craig
Batchelar said as intensification

led to less outdoors space on
sections, the streetscape became

more 1mportant for the quality of

the living environment.

Narrower streets meant they
were no longer thoroughfares
but designed for a mixture of
cars and people.

“We are trying to make it
tighter but not lose that
environmental quality — that is
how Iseeit.”

Councillor Catherine Stewart
said the bus tour highlighted the
planting of inappropriate
species, unhealthy specimens
and too many trees.

Some well-established trees
were already lifting footpaths in
Bethlehem, and at The Lakes .
she saw how trees were creating
visibility problems for drivers.

“There is a tsunami of
problems heading our way — it’s
all over the place.”

The callery pear trees
accommodated by the wonky
footpath at The Lakes would
grow up to be quite big and she .

foresaw problems for traffic and

pedestrians.
“They are a very pretty tree
inthe right place.”

Briefly

Pest fence not needed

The joint management board
that operated Mauao, Nga
Poutiriao o Mauao, has decided
that pest control measures
already in place were effective
enough that a proposed pest
control fence was not needed.
City council parks staff would
continue to monitor and report
back on the pest control
programme. '

Closure on Kennedy Rd

Kennedy Rd between Pyes Pa
Rd and Mortlake Heights has
been closed to through traffic
due to major road and services
upgrades. Light vehicle access
was provided via Mortlake
Heights and heavy vehicle
access via Kennedy Rd west
from The Lakes.

Durham St delays

The southern block of Durham

Stin Tauranga’s downtown will |
close to traffic at times to _ /
enable construction of the -
university campus on the

parks. Meanwhile the

demolition of the original 1960s
Civic Block is due to finish in s -
October. 5

- former council off-street car [

Tourism facility fund

Tourism Industry Aotearoa is
encouraging tourism operators
to work with councils to select
projects for applications to a
new infrastructure fund. The
fund offers $25 million a year to
help communities provide new
tourism-related public
infrastructure like car parks,
toilets, sewerage and water
facilities. The first round of
funding, which opened
yesterday, targeted

- communities with small

ratepayer bases but growing
VISItOI’ numbers.

Fast fibre on the way

Three Bay towns will have
ultrafast fibre internet installed
in the next phase of the network
rollout. Omokoroa will be the

first Bay town in line followed by

Katikati and Te Puke. Ultrafast’
Fibre expected to announce a
start date for the fibre
installation in those towns in the
next few weeks. “We are keen to
getunder way as'soon as we
can and once our build plans are
in place, we will be letting our
new fibre communities know
what is happening,” said
Ultrafast Fibre chief executive
William Hamilton.
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